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TO THE HienH^ PiaSSAKT, AND MOST MOBLE^ 

PRINCE JAMES, 

Vuie of HamiltoHj Castleberault and Brandon^ Marquis of Clydesdale^ 
Marl of Arran^ Lanark^ and Cambridge^ Lord Aven^ Polmont^ JldTa- 
ehanshirf and InnerdaUf and Baron of Dutton, 



May it please your Grace, 



Oi 



F all the endowments of nature, heroic virtue has Justly been the 
nost admired. It shines in none of the heroes of antiquity with a 
truer lustre than in Sir William Wallace ; and none of them 
have deserved better of their country than he has done. All his 
wisdom, valour, and conduct, were still employed for the good of 
bis country ; and, while he held the supreme command, by his vigi- 
lance defended Scotland from all treasons at home and attempts 
from abroad. It is these heroic virtues of our great general, that 
make me presume, my Lord, to beg your Grace's patronage to his 
bistory, done in modern Scots verse. And I humbly presume your 
Grace will have the goodness to forgive the low strains of a writer, 
whose greatest motive is to make the history of an ancient hero in- 
telligible to the age he lives in, in order to form their minds to vir- 
tue, by setting so glorious a model before their eyes. If, by that, I 
um deserve my countrymen's thanks, or entitle myself to the least 
ihare of your Grace's favour, I shall reckon myself unspeakably 
bappy. 

I am not now, my Lord, to take up your Grace's time, to offend 
four modesty by recapitulating the advantages you have from your 
sirth improved by education, and assisted by ample fortune, nor of 
^our many princely virtues; these, my Lord, being every where 
tpofcen of, with the utmost admiration by all. That your Grace may 
}e your country's darling, and as useful to it ^ any of your illustri- 
ous ancestors have been, shall be the constant prayer of 

May it please your Grace, your Grace's most humble. 
Most obedient, and most devoted servant,* 

William Hamilton.' 
]fjilbenfeldi Sept, 21. 1721. 
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FNTRODUCTrON. 



This history of Sir WiLt»iAii Wallace was nrritten in 
Latin by Mr. John Blair^ chaplain to Wallace^ and turned 
into Scots metre by one called Blind Harry, in the days of 
King James IV.; and contains a relation of the most famonS' 
war that ever fell out in^the isle of Britain, fought most 
valiantly for the space ef fbrty years, betwixt the two 
realms of Scotland and England; the one unjustly pur- 
suing, the other constiUitly defending, the liberties of 
their country : during" which broils, there liappened 
great alterations, both in the general state of this king-* 
dom, and in the overthrow ^fid advancement of particu- 
' lar families^ the one for betraying, the other for main-^ 
taining, their country's freedom and welfare. 

That the whole history may be more clear, we have 
[ diought good, in a short introduction, to set down 
[ die causes^ occasions,, and the most memorable passages, 
. of this war. In the year 1285, King Alexander III., 
^ being killed by a fall from his horse at Kinghorn, with- 
out any issue of his body, and in him the whole pos- 
terity of his father Alexander the second, and grand- 
£stther William the Lion being extinct, the right of 
the crown fell to the heirs of David Earl of Hunt- 
ington and Garioch, youngest brother to William the 
Lion. He had left three daughters, the eldest, Marga- 
ret, married to Allen Lord of Galloway; the second, 
Isabel, to Robert Bruce (sumamed the noble). Lord 
of Annandale and Cleveland; the youngest, Ada, mar- 
ried Henry Hastings, an Englishman; who having no 
just title to the crown, the contention rested betwixt 
the posterity of the two eldest daughters; for Allen, 
Lord of Galloway, leaving no sons by his wife Margaret, 
his eldest daughter, Dornagilla of Galloway^ married 
John Baliol, a man of great power, and lands both in 
Scotland, England, and France, and bore to him John 
Baliol : afterwards King Robert Bruce, by his wife Isa« 
bel of Huntington, had Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick^ 
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(by marriage of Martha heretrix thereof), who con* 
tended with- John Baliol, and died in the time of Wal- 
lace's wars. His eldest son, Robert Bruce, succeeded 
king of Scotland- 

Dornagillft of Galloway claimed the crown, as heir 
to Margaret, eldest daughter to Prince David. RobeK 
Bruce, Earl of Carrick, albeit son to Isabel the second 
daughter, yet contended, that, in feudal succession, the 
first male ought to succeed before a woman standing in 
the same degree, as a son excludeth his sister from suc- 
cession, although she be elder; and therefore he and 
Dornagilla of Galloway standing in the second degree 
from Prince David, he ought to b^ preferred to her; as 
for her son John Baliol, he could claim no right but by 
her, and likewise was a degree fvyrther off from Prince 
David. The like practice had fallen out some ten years 
l)efore in Hugh the fourth, Duke of Burgundy, whose 
eldest son of Hugh (dying before his father), left a 
daugJiter, Jola Gonntess of Nevers, who claimed to 
succeed her grandfather Hugh IV., notwithstanding Ro- 
bert, second son to the same Hugh IV., was preferred to 
her, and succeeded the Duke of Burgundy. If, then, the 
second son in feudal inheritance succeed before th^ eldest 
son's daughter, far more oiight the nephew to succeed 
before the niece; The right of succession being thus 
made doubtful, the competitors were so powerful, that 
they drew the greatest part of the kingdom into equal 
factions ; so that it seemed impossible to settle the con- 
troversy at home, without running into a most pernicious 
<;ivil war. 

The states of Scotland, to prevent this mischief; 
thought it fittest to submit the arbitrament of the plea 
to Edward I., surnamed Long Shanks, king of Eng- 
land, and that upon divers weighty reasons; for he and 
his father King Henry III., being joined by many alii* 
ances of bands and friends te the two last kings of Scot- 
land, had lived in gieat amity and concord with them, 
receiving and interchanging many favours and kind 
duties. The two competitors also, Bruce and Baliol^ 
had as great lands in England as in Scotland, so that he 
(and he only) was able to make them stand to reason; 
Finally, the states of Scotland not being able to detei-^-. 
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'mine the plea, there was no prince besides more power- 
ful, and, in appearance, more like to compose the con- 
troversy, without great bloodshed. This motion was 
in secret very greedily embraced by King Edward, ho- 
ping in so troublesome a water to find a gainful fishing, 
cither by drawing, the kingdom of Scotland under his 
direct subjection, or at least under his homage, as lord 
paramount and superior; considering the diflSculty to 
determine the question at home, and the interest he had 
in both the parties, being (for a great part of their 
estates) his vassals and subjects ; his great power also, 
having (besides Ireland) a great part of France under 
his dominion, and the low countries his assured confede- 
rates, gave him great encouragement: neither wanted he 
great friendship in Scotland, having at that time many 
of the greatest noblemen in Scotland ' vassals and feu- 
daries to himself for many lands which they held in 
England, partly for great services done to himself and 
liis father, partly lying within Northumberland, and the 
border shires, then holden by the Scots in fee of Eng- 
land ; partly also by interchange of marriage and suc- 
cessions betwixt the two nations, which for a long time 
had lived in perfect amity, as if it had been but one 
kingdom : And, to make the controversy more fearful, 
he stirred up eight other competitors, besides Bruce and 
Baliol : Florence Earl of Holland (descended of Ada, 
sister to William the Lion) ; Patrick Dunbar Earl of 
March ; Sir Walter Ross ; Sir Nicholas Souls ; Sir Ro- 
ger Mondeville ; Sir John Gumming of Badenach (these 
five were descended of younger daughters of Allen, 
Lord of Galloway) ; Sir William Vescie, begotten upon 
King Alexander II/s bastard daughter, but pretended to 
be legitimate ; and John Hastings Lord Abergavenny, 
descended of Ada, youngest daughter of Prince David 
of Huntington. 

Having thus prepared matters, he came to Berwick, 
and met with the states of Scotland, to whom he pro- 
mised to decide the controversy according to equity; 
and that it might seem more likely, he brought from 
France sundry of the most famous lawyers of that 
age : he chose also out of the states of Scotland assem- 
bled twelve of the wisest and most honourable, to whom 
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be joined the like number of English^ as assessors t9 
him in his arbitrament At this meetings by the doubt- 
ful answers of lawyers^ and number of new pretendants^ 
he made the matter more difficulty and appointed a 
new convention ait Nprham^ in the borders^ the year 
following. 

Difficulties thus increasing^ and the Earl of Holland 
having on foot a great army to take the crown of Scot** 
land by force (which their own stories affirm to have 
landed in Scotland^ and to have intercepted some 
strengths)^ at the meeting of Norham^ King Edward 
jdealt secretly^ and by fit agents with the states of Scot- 
land^ for eschewing of eminent mischiefs to become his 
subjects; he being descended of King David's sister, 
and so but two degrees further frcMn the crown of Scot- 
land than Bruce or Baliol were. This being flatly re« 
^sed by all, he betook himself to his other design: 
and first dealt secretly with Robert Bruce, promising 
to decern in his fiivours, if he would take the crown of 
Scotland to be holden of him, and do him homage for it; 
but he stoutly refused to subject a free nation to any 
over-lord : whereupon King Edward called for John Ba« 
liol, who, knowing that he was not so much favoured of 
the states of Scotland, easily condescended to King Ed- 
ward's desire; and, being by him declared king of Scot- 
land, the states, desirous of peace, conveyed him to 
Scoon, where he was crowned, anno 1291> and all, ex- 
cept Bruce, swore to liim obedience. Thereafter Dun- 
can MacduiF, Earl of Fife, was killed by Lord Aberne- 
thy, (a man of great power ifi those times, allied both 
with the Cummings and Baliol). The Earl's brother, 
finding tlie king partial in the administration of justice^ 
summoned him to compear before the king of England 
in parliament; where being present, and sitting beside 
King Edward (after he had done him homage), when he 
was called upon, thought to answer by a procurator ; 
but he was forced to rise and stand at the bar. This 
indignity grieving him greatly, he resolved to free him- 
self of this bondage. At the same time, war breaking 
out between England and France, Edward sent ambas- 
sadors to the parliament of Scotland to send aid to him, 
us now being their over-lord. There came also other 
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■mbassftdon frcmi France, desiring the ancient league to 
be renewed. The king and states of Scotland renewed 
&e league with France, which had remained inviolably 
kept for the space of five hundred yean before. The 
king of England's suit was rejected, because the pre- 
tended Burrender and homage was mode by John Balicd 
privately, witliout the consent of the parliament. A 
marriage was also concluded betwixt Prince Edward. 
Baliol and a daughter of Charles Earl of Valois, brother 
to the French King Phillip. Edward, having foreseeu 
all these things, had drawn Robert Bruce, Earl of Car- 
rick, with his friends, enemies to Baliol, and divem no- 
blemen of Scotland, who held land of him in England, 
to bring such forces as they could make to assist bim in 
the French war; but, withal, taking truce with the 
French for some months, he suddenly turned his ftffces 
destined against France towards Scotland. His navy 
waa vanquished at Berwick, and eighteen of Ms shipa 
taken. Yet his land host, by means of the Bruciaa 
faction, and the Englished Scots noblemen, took the 
town of Berwick with great slaughter; and, shwtly 
thereafter, Dunbar, Edinburgh, and Stirling. In and_ 
about these castles he had killed or taken captive the 
greatest part of the Scots noblemen : so that crossing 
Forthr the blow being bo sudden, he found no prepa- 
ration for resistance. Baliol surrendered himself to King 
Edward at Montrose, and was sent by sea into Eng- 
land, where he remained captive, till such time as, by 
die intercession of the Pope, he was set at liberty, 
swearing and giving hostage never to ^um into Scot< 
land. King Edward came to Scoon, and took upon 
bim the crown itf Scotland, as forfgti ijjMihi Bilmliini 
of his homager Baliol. He sent for ^f^ ^f Scot- 

land who remained, that they, wiK ^ Jii* 

captives, might swear hixntige b ^ 

li«^ lord and king: those who r 
prisoners. 

King Edward, thinkir^ that now 
\a Scotland, left Jolu) I'kntagenet 
ren). Earl trf Surrey, and Sir Hu^ 
aurer, and returned to prosecute tlW 
such of the nihility of Scotland aa l^ 
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him, with their followers. The great men of Scotlandj 
being in thii4 manner either imprisoned by King Edwardi 
or sworn to his obedience^ and tied thereto by reason of 
their lands holden of the crown of England, the rest 
either fled into the isles and Highlands, or thought it sufi«N 
j&cient to defend their own till better time^. 

But while men of power neglected the public eausfll 
of the liberty of Scotland, William Wallace, a youtll 
of honourable birth, being son to Malcolm Wallace of 
EUerslie, but of mean power, having first in private 
killed many Englishmen of the garrisons as he could 
overtake them, by these exploits became so encouraged, 
being a man of invincible hardiness, incredible strength 
of body, and withal very wise and circumspect, that he 
gathered his friends and neighbours, and by jeopardies 
and stratagems divers times cut off great numbers of 
the enemy; the report thereof drew to him snch as 
affected the liberty and welfare of their country, and 
had courage to hazard themselves fdr vindicating there- 
of; as, namely, . the Earl Malcolm Lennox, tlie Lord 
William Douglas (who had been taken captive at Ber* 
wick, and sent home upon assurance); Sir John Graham, 
Sir Neil Campbell, Sir Christopher Seaton, Sir John 
Ramsay, Sir Fergus Barclay, Andrew Murray, Wil- 
liam Oliphant, Hugh Hay,^ Robert Boyd, John John* 
stoun, Adam Gordon, Robert Keith, Ronald Crawford 
younger, Adam Wallace, Roger Kilpatrick, Simon and 
Alexander Erasers, James Crawford, Robiert Lauder, 
Scrimiger> Alexander, Auchinleck, Ruthven, Richard 
Lundie, William Crawford, Arthur Bisset, James and 
Robert Lindsay, John Gleland, William Ker, Edward 
Little, ^Robert Rutherford, Thomas Halliday, John Tinto^ 
Walter Newbi^ging, Gordon, Baird, Guthrie, Adam 
Currie, Hugh Dundas, John Scot, Steven Ireland, Mr; 
John Blair, Mr. Thomas Gray, and other gentlemen, 
-with their friends and servants ; who, after some valiant 
«cploits happily achieved, and an army of ten thousand 
men l6d by Thomas Earl of Lancaster, to the Earl of 
Warren, defeated by. Wallace at- Biggar (holding an 
assembly at the Forest Kirk), chose W'allace to be war-, 
den of Scotland, and viceroy in Baliol's absence ; irt 
'^duieh office he so valiantly behaved bimeelf^ that in 
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a short space he recovered all the strengths on the bor-i 
ders, and brought the south parts of Scotland to quiet. 

The English, fearing the loss of all, subtilly took 
truce with Wallace for one year, beginning in Febru^iry. 
In June following, they proclaimed a justice-air to be 
held at Glasgow and Air, the eighteenth of that month, 
thinking to entrap Wallace and all his friends, and, un* 
der colour of law, to cut them off at the day appointed. 
All landed men, according to the custom, assembling 
to this court, the Englishmen condemned them of felony, 
and hanged them presently ; among the rest, Sir Ronald 
Crawford, sheriff of Air, uncle to Wallace; Sir Bryce 
Blair, Sir Neil Montgomery, and many of the barons of 
Kyle, Cunningham, Carrick, and Clidesdale. Those that 
escaped by flight advertised Wallace, who chanced to 
come later than the rest. He, assembling such of the 
country as detested so horrible a fact, extremely hated 
the authors thereof, in the beginning of the night se- 
cretly entered into Air, set fire unto the place where 
the Englishmen, after that fact, were securely sleeping, 
and suffered none to escape; The garrison of the castle 
issuing forth to quench the fire, an ambush, laid for 
the purpose, entered the house, and made it sure. The 
next morning Wallace* came to Glasgow, where the 
Lord Henry Piercy had retired from Air the day be- 
fore: him he expelled thence with great slaughter. The 
victory he so hotly pursued, that immediately thereafter 
he took the castle of Stirling, recovered Argyle and 
Lorn, with the town of St. Johnstoun, and country 
about ; thence he travelled through Angus and M earns, , 
taking all the strengths until he came to Aberdeen, 
which he found forsaken of the English, who had fled 
by sea, with the Lord Henry Beajimont, an English 
lord, vwho had married the heretvix of the earldom of * 
Buchan, named Cuoiming. Thus all the north country 
was reduced to the obedience of Wallace, except the 
castle of Dundee : while he lay at isiege hereof, news came 
of the approach of the English army, led by John Earl 
of Warren and Surry, and Sir Hugh Cressingham, with 
a great number of Northumberland men, and such of * 
the Scots as held with England, to the number of thirty 
thousand. . Wallace having with him only ten tboiu - 
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aand men^ long hardened in arms^ met with them beside 
Stirling^ on the north side of the Forth, which, having 
no fords at that place, was passable only by a wooden 
bridge. This he on purpose had caused to be weaken^ 
ed, so that the one half of the host being past, led by 
Cressingham, the bridge broke with the great weight 
ef their baggage. Those who were over, Wallace 
charged suddenly before they were put in order, aqd 
cut the most part in pieces, with their leader Cressing* 
ham ; the rest, seeking to escape, were drowned. The 
Earl of Warren, with Qiose that escaped, was assailed by 
Earl Malcolm Lennox, captain of Stirling castle, and, 
being hotly pursued by Wallace, hardly escaped himself^ 
flying into Dunbar, a castle then belonging to Patrick 
Earl of March. In this battle, fought the 13th of Sep- 
tember 1297> there died no Scots man of remark except 
Andrew Murray of Bothwell. The English garrisons, 
hearing of this discomfiture, fled from all places ; so that 
before the last of September, all the strengths of Scotland 
were recovered, except Berwick and Roxburgh. 

After these victories, he held a parlitmient at St. John- 
fitoun, as warden of Scotland, and settled the whcde 
country, causing the nobility swear to be faithful to the 
fitate, till ~ such time as they mi^t condescend who 
should be king. Earl Patrick Dunbar, refusing to ac- 
knowledge the authority of this parliament, was chased 
out of Scotland; and because the years bypast the 
ground had npt been manured, and great famine threat* 
ened the land, Wallace assembled a great host, and en- 
tered England, where he remained all the winter, and 
the spring following, living upon the enemies, and en- 
riching his soldiers by their spoil; during which time 
the English durst never encounter him in the open field i 
only at the first entry. King Edward, with a great army 
of raw soldiers, came against him in the plain of Stan« 
muir ; but perceiving the discipline and hardy resolution 
«f Wallace's host, before they came nearer than half a 
knile, drew back his army and retired : Wallace, for fear 
flf an ambush, kept his soldiers in order, and pursued 
ihem not. Thus King Edward left his country to the 
loaercy of a provoked enemy ; and notwithstanding that 
J^ larraaued battle, yet he kept hixaself close till a peace 
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was conc^ttded for five years^ Berwick and Boxbur^ 
being rendered to the Scotd. 

Scotland thus enjoying perfect liberty, Wallace being 
earnestly requested by t£e French king, to the end that 
his special captains might be kept in military exercise 
during the peace, sailed over to France, with fifty of 
them in his company. He was encountered on the 
way by Thomas c^ Chartress (commonly called Thomas 
of Longoville), who with sixteen sail infested the seas ; 
hut, boarding Wallace's ship, he was taken by him, and 
thereafter fought most valiantly under him and King 
Robert Bruce for the liberty of Scotland. After hi» 
landing in France, he was employed in war against the 
lEnglish, who at that time possessed the duchy of Guye^ 
and Bourdeaux ; them he defeated in severs^ SKur« 
mishes. But, in a few days, he was called home by 
some of his iHends in Scotland : for King Edward un^ 
derstanding his absence, and pretending that he h^ui 
broken the peace in Guyen, dealt with Robert Bruce> 
Earl of Carrick, and his friends, with such noblemen of 
Scotland as held lands in England, or envied Wallace's 
glory, showing that it was a shame for them to suffer 
Wallace, a mean gentleman, to rule Scotland, while any 
of the blood-royal did remain ; so,^ promising his assist-^ 
ance to Robert Bruce, he sent a great army into Scot-* 
land, and by the help of the Brudan faction and Engi 
lished noblemen, he easily obtained the greatest jstrengths 
of Scotland. Wallace returned the next summer, and 
secretly amassing a number of his special followers^, 
who had lurked till his back-coming, on a sudden sur* 
prised St. Johnstoun by stratagena ; and pursuing his vic«i 
tory hotly, chased the Engli^ out of Fife. Upon the 
report hereof, all the rest of his followers came fronts 
their lurking holes, by whose assistance he recovered 
divers strengths. The Lord William Douglas took the 
castle of Sanquhar by a stratagem, and finding the Eng«« 
lish captains of the nearest-garrisons to come and besiege 
him, he sent secretly to .Wallace, who, coming with lus 
power, not only raised the siege, but chased also the 
whole English garrisons out of those quarters : from hence 
he came to the imih parts^ wbi^ he recpvcired witb 
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Bxnall difficulty, except -the strong bastle of Dundee, tb 
which he laid siege. 

The king of England, grieved at this fortunate suc- 
cess of Wallace, and understanding that he was highly 
envied by the Earl of March, the Cummings (the great- 
est surname then in Scotland), and divers ancient noble- 
men (to whose honour Wallace's renown seemed to de- 
rogate), he stirred up Robert Bruce, elder, his faction, 
persuading them that Wallace was Bruce's only com- 
petitor for the crown. Having so made a strong party 
for himself in Scotland, the next spring he came with 
an army of forty thousand men, Scots and English, to 
Falkirk, six miles beneath Stirling. The Scots army 
was very great, being thirty thousand strong, if they 
had been all of one mind. But John Gumming, Lord of 
Cumbernauld, who had an eye to the crown, had per- 
suaded the Lord John Stewart of Bute, being tutor and 
grandfather by the mother to the Lord James Stewart of 
Renfrew, lately deceased, to contend with Wallace for 
the leading of the van-guard, alleging the same belonged 
to the Lord Stewart's house by ancient privilege. Wal- 
lace refusing this, they parted one from another in high 
chafe, there remaining no more but ten thousand of his 
old soldiers. Gumming, with a thousand of his fol- 
lowers, after a small show of resistance, fled treason- 
ably, leaving the valiant Stewart enclosed by two battles 
of the English, by whom, after fighting valiantly for 
a long time, he was cut off with all his followers. Wal- 
lace, with his battle, defended themselves valiantly, 
until they were safely retired beyond the river Carron, 
losmg (besides some others) the noble Sir John Graham, 
the most valiant worthy of Scotland, next unto Wal- 
lace. Bruce, whom the king of England had brought 
with all his friends to the field, pretending to assist him 
for recovery of his right from the usurper, perceiving 
Wallace on the other side of Carron, desired to speak 
with him, and upbraided him with so foolish an usurpa- v 
tion of the kingdom of Scotland, against so powerful y 
faction at home, assisted by so mighty a king abroad 
I, answered Wallace, intended never to reign in Scot? 
land, but> finding my native counfay abandoned by yo| 
aad Baliol who have the right to the crown, have se) 
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myself to defend my friends and neighbours from the 
unjust tyranny and usurpation of the king of England^ 
who setteth you forth most unnaturally to tear the 
bowels of your mother with your own hands. After 
divers speeches to this purpose, Bruce, perceiving the 
fraudful and tyranneous dealing of King Edward, re- 
turned to his host. The next morning, Wallace, under- 
standing that the English army was weakly entrenched, 
and in great security, amassing with his own army such 
as had escaped, set upon them in the dawning before 
they could be arrayed, and killed many ; so that the 
English king returned at that time without any farther 
exploit. Bruce, remembering what he heard of Wallace, 
desired King Edward, according to his former promises, 
to put him in possession of so much of the kingdom of 
Scotland as was then under his power; to whom he 
answered, in the French tongue — ' Have we no more ado 
but to conquer kingdoms for you.' By this speech the 
Lord Bruce conceived so great grief and anger, that; 
•within a few days, he departed this life, without seeing 
his eldest son Robert Bruce, afterwards king, being kept 
for assurance*t)f his fkther's obedience in Calais caatle in 
France. 

After this unhappy biattle, Wallace, striving to re** 
cover such castles and strengths as King Edward had 
intercepted, found such opposition and backwardness 
by -envious emulators, that he returned to St. John** 
stoun, and in an assembly of the states resigned his 
charge of warden, and with eighteen men passed again 
into France, according to a promise at his return there- 
from. This happened in the year 1 300. The opposite 
faction, having gained their desire, choose John Cum- 
xning governor, the rather because King Edward had 
promii^ to assist him to the crown of Scotland. But 
he found him as great an enemy as he had been to Wal^ 
lace, Fdr after seven months truce, obtained by means 
of the French king, Edward sent Sir Ralj A Godfrey, 
with a great array, to subdue the Scots, and to put an 
end to the vrar, which they expected should be easy. 
Wallace being now out of the way, John dimming join-* 
ing with the Lor^ Simon Fraser, making some eight or 
nine thousand men, came to resist the English, who Jia^ 
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ving wasted the country as fiur as Roslin^ about six mEef 
firoih Edinburgh^ expecting no resistance^ divided them- 
selves into three battles, that they might spoil fiuther 
into the country. The Scots embracing the occasion 
set upon the first battle, and easily discomfited them ; 
the second also, albeit strimger, by the joining of those 
who fied, was after a long conflict put to the rout By 
this the third b^le coming to the revenge put the 
Scots to a great strait, as being sore wounded, wearied, 
and weakened in the two former battles, and having to 
withstand a fresh enemy of fiir greater number : here* 
upon they were forced to kill all the captives, lest they 
should assist the enemy, and with their weapons to arm 
the baggage men : and setting forward both with courage 
and necessity, seeing no escape, after a long and ban) 
fight, they put the enemies to flight on the S4th March 
1302. 

King Edward, sore incensed by this evil success, sent 
for Robert Bruce, younger, out of Calais, whom he 
persuaded, that he bad for a long time, against Wal- 
lace, defended his Other's right to the crown of Scot- 
land; that, havingjput Wallace out of the way, he 
found the Cimunings as great enemies: notwi^stand- 
ing, he intended yet once more to put that enemy out 
of the way, and to settle him in his kingdom. The 
young prince, believing him, caused all his friends and 
fiivourers in Scotland to join with him, and, entering the 
border, spoiled the country, and took divers castles as 
far as Douglas. Some report that the Lady Douglas, 
named Ferras, an English woman^ betrayed that castle 
to the Bruce, who took the Lord William Douglas cap- 
tive, with all his children and goods. The lord himself 
was kept pris<mer in Berwick, and thereafter in York, 
where he died. Mean time. King Edward had prepared 
a mighty army both by land and sea, with which he 
(entered Scotland, subduing all b^ore him, and came 
to Stilling, kept then by Sir William Ohphant ; who, 
after a long siege, knowing of no relief, yielded the castle 
upon condition that himself, and all that were with hini, 
should pass with their Hves safe : notwithstanding. King 
Edward kept still all the noblemen, together with the 
P^t^ Su: Williion Olipluuit^ and such as would not 
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swear homage to kim (pretending to be protector of 
Robert Bruce's right), he sent prisoners to London. 
Having in this castle intercepted divers of John Cunv- 
ming's friends, he procured them to draw him to a par<< 
ley with them; in which he so blinded him with th^ 
hopes of the kingdom, and with fear of utter undoing, 
that he joined himself and his friends to the English; 
who> by this accession, easily passed forward with the 
course of victory as £sLr as the utmost bounds of Ross; 
and, in his back-coming, carried away with him into ■• 
England all books, re^sters, histories, laws, and mo* 
numents of the kingdom; and amongst others the fatal 
marble chair, whereupon the former Scots kings used 
to be crowned at Scoon, on which was engraved a pro- 
phecy, bearing — ' That^ wherever this chair should be 
transported, the Scots should command there/ He 
carried with him also the learned men and professors of 
Scotland ; amongst others the famous Dr. John Duns, 
surnamed Scotus, thinking thereby to discourage and 
effeminate the minds of the Scots, that they should cast 
off all care of recovering their liberty, the memory there^ 
€>£ being drpwned in oblivion. At his return into Eng- 
land, he left his cousin Sir Aymer de Vallance, Earl of 
Pembroke, viceroy, having fortified all castles with strong 
garrisons. 

The Scots, who stood for the liberty of their country, 
being forsaken by John Gumming, sent earnest letters 
to France, to move Wallace to return. He was then 
joaakhig war upon the English at Guyen ; but, hearing 
the mischiefs of his country, obtained leave of the 
French king to return ; and s^retly amassing some 
of the remainder of his old friends, recovered divers 
castles and towns in the north, and having greatly in- 
creased his army, besieged St. Johnstoun till it was ten- 
dered. But as he proceeded- in the course of his vic- 
tories he was -betrayed by his familiar friend. Sir John 
Monteith, to Aymer Vallance, who sent him into Eng- 
land, where, by King Edward's command, he was put to 
4eath, and his body quartered, and sent into the princi- 
pal cities in Scotland, to be set up for a terror to others. 

But this cruelty prevailed little for securing King Ed- 
ward's conquest; new enemies arising whence he. least 
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expected ; for, as he returned from his last journey intor 
Scotland, John Gumming and Robert Bruce meeting 
together, after a long conference on the state of their 
country, perceived, that, although he had promised to 
each of them apart his help to obtain the crown of 
Scotland, yet his intention was only to use their assist- 
ance, to conquer and secure to himself, as he well de- 
clared, by spoiling the country of all monuments, public 
and private. Hereupon they agreed that Gumming 
should quit all his right to the crown in favours of 
BrUce, and that Bruce should give him all his lands for 
his assistance. This contract, written and sealed by both 
parties, Bruce returned for Scotland with the host, 
waiting.for a fit time to escape from Edward ; in the 
mean time Wallace returning and recovering many places 
in Scotland, sent privately for Bruce to come home 
and take the crown, and to his brother Edward Bruce, 
a most valiant youth, who, coming out of Ireland, took 
sundry strengths in Annandale and Galloway. Gum- 
ming, who had kept old enmity with Wallace, not en- 
during that Bruce by his means should come to the 
crown, revealed the contract betwixt him and Bruce 
to Edward, who at first delayed to cut off Robert Bruce 
till such time as he might get the rest of his brethren in 
his hands. 

Bruce, advertised of his danger by the Earl of Glou- 
cester (some call him the Earl of Montgomery), his old 
friend who sent him a pair of sharp spurs, and some 
crowns of gold, as if he had borrowed the same, guess- 
ing the meaning ,of this propine, caused by night shoe 
three horses backward, and posted away from court 
with two in his company, and on the fifth day {the way 
being deep in winter) arrived at his own castle of Loch- 
mabane, where he found his brother Edward, with Ro- 
bert Fleming, James Lindsay, Roger Kilpatrick, and 
Thomas of Ghartres, who told him how Wallace was 
betrayed by Sir John Monteith and the Gumming fac- 
tion a few days before. Immediately thereafter, they 
intercepted a messenger with letters from Gumming to 
King Edward, desiring that Bruce should be despatched 
in haste, lest (being a nobleman mitch favoured by the 
commons), he should raise greater stirs. The treachery 
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•f John Cummmg, before only suspected, tva« hereby 
made manifest, which so incensed the Loi^d Bruce, thaty 
riding to Dumfries, and finding Gumming at the mass 
in the Grey-friars, after he had shown him his letters, 
in impatience he stabbed him with a dagger ; and others 
wha were about him doing the like, not only despatched 
him, but also his cousin Sir Edward Gumming, and 
others who assisted Kim. The slaughter fell out on the 
9th of February, in the beginning of the year 1306, as 
we now account. 

The Bruce, thus rid of one enemy, found a great" 
number as it were arising out of his ashes ; even the 
whole puissant name of Gumming, with their allies, the 
Earl or March, the Lord of Lorn, the Lord of Aber- 
nethy, the Lord of Brechin, the Lord Souls, the most 
part of the north, and all Galloway followed the Cum- 
miiigs: the Earl of March and Lord William Soul^ 
commanded the Merse, with Berwick and the borders ; 
all which they yielded to- King Edward, and maintained 
against Robert Bruce, At the same time, his two 
brethren, Thomas and Alexander Bruce, with Ronald 
Crawford younger, secretly landing in Galloway, were 
taken by Duncan M'Dougal, a great man in Galloway, 
and sent to Edward, who caused them all to be hangedl 
On the other side assembled to him, beside these above 
named, the young Lord James Douglas, (who hearing 
of his father's death, returned from France where he 
was at schools, and staid a time with his kinsman William 
lyambertoun, bishop of St. Andrews), Earl Malcolm 
Lennox, Earl John of Athol (although of the Gum- 
ming's blood, yet being father-in-law to Edward Bruce); 
Sir Neil Gampbell, Sir (Jilbert Hay, Sir Ghristopher 
Seaton, Sir Thomas Rannald, Sir Hugh Hay, John 
Sommerville, David Barclay, Alexander and Simon 
Eraser, Sir Robert Boyd, Sir William Hallyburton, 
with sundry who had stood to Wallace before With 
this company he passed to Scoon, and took upon him 
the crown of Scotland in April 1306. After this he. 
gathered an army, minding to besiege St. Johnstoun, 
but, finding his power too weak, he retired to Methven, 
where he was unexpectedly assaulted and discomfited 
by Sir Aymer de VaUance, but with small loss of men^. 
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jKcept some who were taken^ as Randall Barclay, Ttn^ 
Ber« Inchmartme, Sommeryille, and Sir Hugh Hay, who 
were constrained to swear homage to King Edward* 
The commons^ discouraged with this hard success, fear-^ 
ing the English^ forsook the n^w king, who had only 
a few gentlemen about him, with whom h». travelled 
towards Argyle, meaning to lurk for a time with his 
brother-in-law Sir Neil Campbell, * but he was encoun- 
tered by the way by John of Lorn, cousin to Jc^r 
Cumming, and constrained to flee, albeit with small 
' slaughter of his own folk. After this second discom- 
fiture he sent his queen (being daughter to Gratney 
Earl of Mar), with his brother Sir Neil Bruce, and John 
Earl of Athol, to' the castle of Kildrummy in Mar. 
The king of England sent| his son Prince Edward with 
' a mighty host to besiege this castle. The queen, hear-i 
ing this, fled to the firth of Tain in Ross ; but the 
Earl of Ross took her and her daughter, and sent them 
captives into England. The castle of Kildrummy was 
traitorously burnt by one of die garrison; all that were 
within it taken, and hanged at the command of the 
English king. 

Robert, seeing winter approaching, and finding no re» 
treat in the mainland, retired with his most entire 
friends to his old fHend Angus Lord of the isles, with^ 
whom he stayed a short time in Cantire, and thereafter 
mailed over into tlie isle of Raughline, where he lurked 
all the winter, every man esteeming him to be dead. 
The next spring he landed quietly in Carrick, and on a- 
sudden intercepted his own castle of Turnberry. Lord' 
Piercy flying home out of it to his own country. Sir 
James Douglas departing thence secretly^ came into 
Douglasdale, and by means of Thomas Dickson, an 
old servant of his father's, he recovered his own castle 
of Douglas, and cast it down once and again : then he* 
returned to King Robert to Cumnock^ showing him, 
that Aymer de Vallance and John of Lorn, with an 
army, wei-e coming against him. The king, with five 
hundred valiant men, kept themselves in a strong place, 
waiting while Sir A3rmer should invade ; but took na- 
heed to John of Lorn, who, fetching a compass, set 
upon Ids back with eight, hundred HighliSindmen ; and 
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h»A well n^h enclosed him about TEe kmg^ per-« 
eeiving the danger, divided his^ men in three, and, scp^^ 
pointing where they dhould meet at night, fled thiee 
9mdty Ways. John of Lorn having a i^oth-hound pmvi 
sued still tther the king, who putting awa j all that werid 
i& hi* company, save one man, fled into the next wood, 
and with great ^fficulty escaped tb6* sloth-hound. Sir 
Ayttier, disappoitited of his enterprise, shortly thereafter, 
with Bh^efn hundred chosien men, very nigh surprised 
the ki^ in Gletitrole wood ; but the king with his men 
8^ resolutely defended the pdace, being very -strong, and 
IdBmg divers of the first who assai^ted them, the rest 
fled back, then with more coun^e he went into the 
field, and reduced Kyle and Cunningham to obedience j 
Sir Jidnes Dou^flas iJso, with threescore men, lying in 
an aRlbu^bat a strait j^lace in Cutmingham, called the 
Ne&er-ford^ where 6it Philip Moetb^y was passing 
with a thousand men ag^dnst the king, being then ia 
Kyle, killed* many o£ them, and put the rest to flight. 
On ^e iOlb of May following. Sir A3riEner, with t&ee 
thousand men, cmne against the king, then lyilig at QbU 
ston in Kyle: King Robert, hearing of his coming, ak 
beit he ^eateeeded not 600 men, came forth gainst him 
at a plaoe underLoudofi-hill, which he so fortified oH 
either hand with dikes and ^sies, that the enemy could 
not enclose hkn on the sides ; and so, by the stout and 
resolute valour of so few. Sir Aymer Was put to flight, 
whidi he took so sore to heart, that he retired into 
England, and gave over his office of warden or viceroy ; 
John of Britain, Earl of Richmond, being sent int^* 
Scotland in his place. 

King Robert, after this, past into the north, leaving 
Sir James Douglas on| the borders, who, taking his own 
castle of Douglas by stratagem, raaed it to the ground, 
and hi a fev(r days chased all the English out of Dou« 
glasdale, £ttrick-*forest, and Jedburgh-forest, and took 
Sir Thomas Rannald, the king's sistef's son (who had 
followed the English ever since his captivity), and 
Sir Alexander Stewart of Bohkle. Sir Alexander and 
Simon Fraser, meeting King Robert in the north, show« 
ed him kow Jdin Cummuig Earl of Buchan, David 
LoYd BrecUii; Sir J^Im M^uVray; mi ^ tetit (t 
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the Cumminlan faction^ were gathering an army agviiilst 
him. 

Mean while> by the assistance of his friends in these 
quarters^ on a sudden^ he surprised the castle of Inverw 
ness^ the fame of which victory caused many^ other 
strengths to yield : all which he overthrew, and greatly 
increased the number of his friends. In his returning, 
taking sickness at Inverary^ Gumming set upon him. 
The king, after his friends had for a time defended him, 
recovering somewhat, went out to the field, and so 
hardily assaulted his enemy at Old Meldrum, that albeit 
their number was far greater, yet they took their flight. 
With the like success he gfet upon the king in Glenesk 
in Angus, where, being shamefully put to flight, he fled 
into England, with Sir John Moubray, and died there. 
Lord David Brechin fortified his own castle ; but David 
Earl of Athol forced him to yield it and himself to the 
king. Mean time, Philip Fraser took the castle of For* 
far ; and the king, pursuing this victory, reduced ail the 
north to his obedience ; and joining with Lord James 
. Douglas, returning from the south with his two cap<» 
tives, he took St. Johnstoun by surprisal ; from thence 
he passed into Lorn, the lord whereof had ambushed 
two thousand men on the side of a high steep hiU, 
where the king behoved to enter through a narrow pass- 
age ; but Sir James Douglas, with Sir Alexander Fra- 
ser, and Sir Andrew Gray, climbing the hill, came sud- 
denly on their backs, and put them to flight. John of 
Lorn fled into England by sea ; his father. Lord Alex- 
ander M'Dougal, yielded himself and the castle of Dun« 
staffiiage to the king. 

By this means, all on the north side of the Forth 
were reduced to obedience : Sir Edward, his brother, in 
the mean time, with long and hard fighting, had con- 
quered Galloway. James Douglas, by stratagem, 8ur« 
jnrised the strong castle of Roxburgh on the Fastens- 
even, while all the garrison (after the custom of the 
time) were feasting and playing the riot The report 
whereof so whetted the valiant Thomas Rannald^ 
newly restored to his uncle's favour, and made Earl of 
Murray, that having besieged the castle of Edinburgh 
£ov some months, he set himself by all means to carry 
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the same^ which he obtained by a narrow passage up 
through the rock discovered by him; by which he and 
sundiy stout gentlemen, secretly passed up, and scaling 
the wall, after long and dangerous fighting, made them«i 
selves master of the place. The garrisons qf Rutheiv 
glen, Lanark, Dumfries^ Air,^ Dundee, and Bute, 
hearing this^ yielded up these castles, which were all 
razed. The isle of Man also returned to the obe« 
dience of the crown of Scotland. Sir Edward Bruce,: 
having besieged Stirling castle three months, agreed 
with the captain. Sir Philip Moubray, that if the king 
of England did not rescue him within twelve months 
thereafter, the castle should be yielded to King Robert. 
Albeit, this seemed a rash provocation of so mighty a 
king as Edward 11. (who some seven years before had . 
succeeded his father Edward Longshanks, but far de« 
generate from his valour), having not only England, 
Ireland, and many Englished Scots, with the 4uchy of 
Gruyen, Bourdeaux, and other parts of France, subject 
tmto him, but also the low countries strictly confede« 
rate with him : yet King Robert prepared himself to 
encounter him in .the fields, and gathered some five and 
thirty thousand men, few but valiant. The king of 
£ngland had above an hundred thousand foot, and ten 
thousand horse; with which multitude, intending ta 
destroy the inhabitants of Scotland, and divide the land 
to his followers, he came to Bannockburn (two miles 
beneath Stirling), where, on the 21st of June 1314, 
be was encountered by the Scots, and, after long and 
bard fighting, his great army put to rout : himself, with 
a small company, fieeing into Dunbar, was sent by the 
earl into England in a fisher-boat,^ leaving two hundred 
noblemen and gentlemen killed by the Scots, and as 
many taken. The number of the commons slain and 
taken was incredible; of Scots were slain two gentle* 
men of note. Sir William Wepont and Sir Walter Ross^ 
with four thousand common soldiers. 

After this victory, Stirling being yielded, and Dum« 
barton got by composition, the Earl of March, the Lord 
Souls and Abemethy, and others of the Cummings' 
allies, were reconciled to the king, who past into the 
isles, and brought them to obedience, taking John of 
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Lam cmtiTe, who died in prison in Lochleven. Thiur 
Scotland wa» fr^ed of vihe bonda|;e of England^ excei>t 
Bertrick^ #hidi was recovetvd four years ihereaftet, 
1319 ; and flie Sects mid;:ing dirers incursions into £ng« 
land, under thcf leading ^of Earl Thomas Rannsdd and 
Jime$ Lord Douglas, iwquited the harms received from 
^them before, and enriched themselves with their spoil. 

As for the authority of these two histories, although 
ihey possibly cnr in some circumstances of time, place, 
and number, or nam^es of men, they gene^rally write the 
truth of the story of those tinttes, both at greater length, 
and upoii mart ceTtaih informatiott, than those who have 
written our dironides. So committing them to thy dili« 
gent perusal (gentle and courteous reader), I wish you 
profit thereby^ and all bippineite from OoD. Fare< 
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CHAP. L 

v^ our ancestors^ brave true ancient Sctfts, 

Whose glorious scutcheons knew no bait nor blots ; 

But blood untainted circled every vein. 

And ev'ry thing ignoble did disdain ; 

Of such illustrious patriots and bold, 

M^o stoutly did maintain our rights of old> 

jTio their malicious and invet'rate foe8> 

With sword in hand, did gallantly oppose : 

And in their own, and nation's just d^ence, 

iMd briskly check the frequent insolence 

Of haughty neighbours, enemies profest 

^icts, Danes, and Saxons, Scotland's very pest "J 

^such, I say, FU brag and vaunt so long. 

As I have pow'r to use my pen or tongue; 

And sound their praises in such modem straui, 

As suiteth best a Scot's poetic vein. 

First, here I honour, in particular. 
Sir William Wallace, much renown'd in war ; 
Whose bold progenitors have long time stoodj 
Of honourable and true Scotish blood; 
And in first rank of ancient barons go. 
Old knights of Craigie, baronets also; 
Which gallant race, to make my story brief^ 
Sir Thomas Wallace represents as chief. 
-'So much for the brave Wallace father's side. 
Nor will I here his mother's kindred hide i 
She was a lady most complete and bright. 
The daughter of that honourable knight, 
* 8ir Rondd Crawford, high sheriff of Air^ 
\l^ho fondly doted on this charmifu^ &ir« 
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Soon wedded was' the lovedy blooming she. 
To Malcolm Wallace, then of EUer^ie ; 
Which am'rous pair, transported with delight, 
Jiegot young Malcolm that same joyful night ; 

'nThen William, who, by true consent of all. 
Was honoured to be the Scotish general; 
And to the nation's universal joy. 
At Forrest church vfi&de BaHol's viceroy : 
Whose martial courage, with his conduct wise. 
From English thraldom rescu'd Scotland thrice. 
And did preserve the old imperial crown. 
To his inunortal glory and renown. 
*Twas then, that, -to the terror of his foes. 
Our Thistle did drive home th* insulting Rose, 
But here I mu^t beg leave to bid adieu 
To good Sir Williani, for some minutes few. 
Till, like a just, impartial, honest man. 
As I have heard, tell how tl)£ wars began. 

King Alexander, at Kinghorn in Fife, 
There, from his horse did lose his royal life ; 
Through which arose a grievous sore debate. 
Some years thereafter, who should rule the state. 
David our prince, earl of Huntington, 
Three daughters had, whom search all Britain round < 

" Through all its comers, and its different air^ 
None more excell'd in bright and princely part«. 
Bruce, Baliol, Hasting, from those ladies spring ; 
The Bruce and Baliol strive who, shall be king.^ 
Nor did the dispute end, but grew so hot. 
The candidates in rtwo strong factions got. 
Which at that time appeared to be so ^qual. 
Few could foresee, or guess well at the se(][uel: 
Here lay the greai distress and misery, 
The case at home could not determin'd be ; 
Wherefore, to 'void a bloody civil war. 
The Scotish states esteem'd it better far. 
The two contendents should submit the tiling 
To the decision of the English king. 
Who greedily the.ref'rence did embrace. 
But play'd his cards with a dissembling face ; 
Yea, so politic was the crafty king, . 

"For his self ends^ things so about to bring. 
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That agents he did secretly employ^ 
The Scotish lords with cunning to decoy 
To his own measures ; a pernicious plot^ 
Quite opposite unto the tru^t he got ; 
Thinking to make (so big hjs hopes were grown) 
The Scotish crown pay homage to his own. 
Which, with one voice^ flatly the states refuse;. 
In' spite of all politics he could use. 
The bishop there of Glasgow sitting b}s 
Said ''Sir, excuse us, for we do deny 
' Any our lord, but the great God above, 
' To whom well homage pay, or subject prove.* 
. Then to the Bruce, the treason was propos'd. 
Which was by him most gen'rously oppos'd : 
' Believe me. Sir,' said he, ' III hang as soon, 
' As 1*11 resign our independent crown ; 

* Therefore leave off, your words are all in vain, 

* Such treachery true honour does disdain,' 
Unto the Baliol next he did apply. 

Who did consent, alas ! too hastily. 

To hold the crown of Edward, contrair rights 

For which he was created king on sight. 

O base decision ! Shall the guise thus go ? 

Shall ancient Scotland hold of Engknd ? No. 

On such base terms, both make a scurvy step> 

£dward to grant, and Baliol to accept ; 

A thing wliich is for certain known anS surer 

Was never yet in either of their pow'r ; - 

Neither coidd be, without the firm assent 

Of the estates of Scotish Parliament J 

Since the Scots crown, our kings so long had wore^ 

Was to be independent as before. 

An English Parliament, within short space. 

Is caird, where Baliol suffer'd great disgrace.; 

At which affront, being so exceeding wro£h. 

He quickly broke his base unlawful oath ; 

Repented sore, and curs'd the fatal hour,' * 

Wherein he swore what was not in his pow'r. 

Which was much better, as divines exhort, * 

Than to continue and be danme^ for't. 

On which King Edward rais'd an host with speed. 

And came hiinself with them to Wark on Tweed,- 
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Unto Corspatrick of Dunbar he sent. 
His counsel asks, but on a bad intent ; 
Who, when he came in presence of that king> 
Advis'd him, and infomi'd him ev'ry thing : 
Then like a rogue, against the light of nature. 
To his own country proves a bloody traitor : 
To Berwick ges the treach'rous hellish knave. 
To undermine, destroy, cheat, and deceive : 
Was welcom'd there, with more respect then due. 
And thought, by Scots, hadi faithfiil, leil, and true 
King Edward follows on with all his host ; 
By treachery poor Berwick then was lost. 
•Corspatirick rose, when all were, sleeping sounds 
Drew the portculzies, let the bridges down. 
Edward he enters, bloodily falls on. 
Eight thousand kills, and fifty, spareth none* 
Then to Dunbar he and Corspatrick rode. 
Without remorse, or any fear of God : 
There did the stout and valiant Scots convene. 
With resolution true, and courage keen. 
To fight King Edward, then the common foe. 
Who, dy'd in blood, did through the nation go; 
But by deceit, and a prodigious force. 
The Scots are here again put to the worse. 
The Earls Mar, Monteitli, and Athol brave. 
No access to their gallant men could have ; 
Who in the castle dosely were block'd' up, 
^nd scarcely had whereof to bite or sup : 
So by no means unto their men could get, 
Corspatrick had the castle so beset. 
At last the Armies march and do enclose. 
Where the brave Scots, o'erpowerM by their foes> 
.Rather than fly, or cowardly to yield. 
Do bravely fight, and die upon the field. 
Thus to Corspatrick's everlasting stain. 
Without aU mercy, niost of them were skin ; 
For when the battle hottest was, he then. 
Plague, rot him, hew'd down all his countrymen. 
Great loss the Scots, a); Berwick and Dunbar, 
Had in this most unjust and cruel war. 
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CHAP. II. 

flow King Edward and Corspairick came to Scoon and 

deposed the Balid, 

JCiNo Edward and Corspatrick march for Scoon> 
And Scotland now sings a most mournful tune. 
Few Scots were left, tlie kingdom to defend ; 
Then for the Baliol to Montrose they send ; 
And to their great and everlasting shame. 
Da strip him of his royal diadem. 
When thus depos'd, Edward usurps the crown. 
And then, alas, all thihgs went upside-down ; . 
Was crown'd upon the very self-same stone, 
Gatheliws sent from Spain, with his own son : 
When Iber Scot first into Scotland came. 
Kenned our king, and second of that name. 
Brought it to^Scoon, where kings in pomp and glore. 
Were crowned for eight hundred years andnaore ; 
Even in that ancient noyal marble chair, 
^ famous and so long preserved there, 
W^hich, as a trophy, thence they do transptort, ' 
To London, where King Edw^urd kept bis court. 
Jliit yet I'm told that ancient fates decree, 
' Wliere this stone stands Scots shall the masters be. 
Rruce, with eight score, the flow'r of Scotland then. 
Were captives led away, with English men. 
At iast the powys above beheld the wrong. 
And fet not the usurpers reign too long : 
For at this time Scotland was almost lost. 
And overspread with a rude South'ron host. 
Wallace's fether to the Lennox fled ; 
His eldest son he thither with him led ; 
The tender mother's also gone at last ; ' -. 
And to Kilspindie's with young Wallace past; 
Into the pleasant Girse of Go-^n-ie, where 
He was brought up with his old uncle there y 
Who to Dundee him carefully does send 
For education, but behold the end : • 
•There he continues in his tender age, 
^pU iix«re adult, then he does ramp and ra^j 
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To see the Saxon* blood in Scotland reign> 

And govem'd by a moU unrighteous king, 

Who wrought great wrong in country and in town. 

Wasted our lands, and broke our buildings down; 

.Maids, wives, and "Widows' chastity they spill; 

Nor could the nuns resist their lustful will. 

King Herod's part thiey acted in tlie land 

Upon the chiMien they before them fand; 

The bishoprics that were of most avail. 

From bishops and archbishops they toek.haiL 

Nor could the Pope them with his threat'nings *8cap;i 

They gripp'd all, through violence of war^ 

Of ev'ry benefice was worth the while. 

They took the rents, left bishops the bare style; 

Our barons kill'd, without remorse or care. 

As testify the bloody barns of Air, 

^VTiere eighteen scare were hang'd by Saxon 8ee<]^ 

As in the seventh book you shall shortly read. 

But Iga on, with foithf^l pen and true. 

And candidly my purpose do pursue : 

Wallace, tho' young its yet for sword or spear. 

Did grieve and groan such injuries to hear ; 

Ah ! should *my country suffer such distress,, * 

Said he,.and South'ron daily thus increase ^ 

Ohad I but ten thousand at my back,. 

And were a man, Fd. gar their curpons crack&.^ 

Yet ere he was fiiU seventeen winters old. 

He was both seemly, strapping, stout, and bold; 

Was with the SouthVon fre(]fuently at strife, . 

And sometimes twin'd them of their precious life^ 

By hewing down, all grew above their neqk : 

A certain token of true Scots respect, 

Tlien left them welt'ring in their blood and gore 

A full foot shoot shorter tl\an tiiey WCTe before; 

Tliat they to Scots might give no more offence. 

Wherewith, hi* priest moat freely did dispense :> 

Absolv'd the sin, and did remit the gtiilt 

Of South'ron blood -so innocently spiltv. 
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CHAP. III. 

Wallace' JcilVd young Selbie, the Constable's Son 

of Dundee, 

Dundee young Wallace npw is gone, 
y and gay, as could be lo(^'d upon, 
ap'd and handsome, clever, neat, and .clean> 
th a garment of a gemming green, 
istable, old Selbie, liv'd liard by, 
ibbdd rogue, who most maliciously 
I'dthe Scots, with great dibpute and rage; 
LC had near twenty years of age, 
me young fellows with him ev'ry day 
► the town to sport the tune away, 
in young fop, so much on folly bent, 
WklKfce saw, then straight unto him went, 
ith disdain, said, *'45cot, I pray thee stay, 
devil clad thee in a suit so gay ? 
se's mantle was thy kind to wear^ 
Scots whittle at thy belt to bear, 
1 roulion shoes, or any common trasK,- 
jrve such whore's sons thro* the dubs to plash-; 
me that knife nnder tliy girdle hings ;' 
pardon me. Sir, -I know better tilings ; 
fore forbear, I earnestly intreat, 
h defends jne, and it cuts my meat.' 
assaults him, and would it take by force, 
the plea went on itom bad to worse. 
' the collar Wallace did him take, 
he young squire tremble there and shake, 
jger with the oUier hand di*ew out,- 
3 of all his men so throng about : 
Jdly without either fear or dread, 
he spot, he stick'd young Selbie dead, 
uire fell, of him there was no more, 
len his men pursu'd young Wallace sore^ 
ade a pair of cleanly clever heels, 
' escap'd from all the South'ron chiels ; 
oody dagger fast held in his hand, 
»ared none that did hid flight withstand* 
n inn he formerly did know, 
r he fied, and- could no further go^ 
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Help, h^, he cry'd, when the goodwife he tew^ , 
And save my life from cruel South'ron law. 
With russet gown she quickly got him drest 
Above his clothes which covered all the rest 
A suddled curch o'er head and neck let fall, 
A white worn hat then birsed on withal ; 
And as the South'ron came into the inn, 
fGave him a rock^ then he began to spin ; 
In quest of Wallace they some time have sp^nt : 
But could not know at what door in he went ; 
They search'd through all the corners of the inn,, 
But he sat still and cunningly did spin ; 
Tho* at the trade he was not 'prentice long, 
He drew a thread, and croon'd away the song. 
Away they went, then Wallace did revive^ 
And leugh, and smirtled at them in his sle^e. 
X»ike madmen, then, they all run up and down. 
Cry, bum the Scots, leave none alive in town. 
Yet the goodwife kept Wallace imtil night, 
/Safe afid secure out of the South'ron's sight. 
Thro* a back way she did convey him fast,^ 
Where quietly he by the water past. 
.Such was his motlier's great concern and cafe. 
That she of him did almost now despair. 
, At length she met liim, to her great surprise, 
^ Bless me, dear son, may I believe mine eyes? 

* Is't possible that thou hast the danger past ? 
^ Sure, Providence is more than kind at last.' 
There he inform'd her of his doleful case. 

At which she wept, and often said alas ! 

* Ere thou leave off, thy foes will have tlice fkng'd/ 

* Mether, he said, Fd rather see tliem hang'd : 

** These English lowns that do possess omx: land, 
<• Methinks we should mpst manfully withstand* 
His uncle knew he had the squire kill'd. 
Which the old man with grief ^nd sorrow fiU'd i 
Yet did abate when a few days were past. 
But dreaded much mischief to him at last, 
^e English now most subtW cv'ry way," 
A ditty great 'gainst Scots prepared thqy ; 
For, at Dundee, they call a justice eyre, 
Kb longer th!e:n d-urst Wallace sojourn tlieres 
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-lis mother clad herself in pilgrim's vfeeA, 

Cheti him disguis'd, and both march'd off with speed ; * 

bought to defend himself he«had from foes^ . 

3ut a small sword he bore below his clothes ; 

\.way they went, ^one with them living moe ^ ^ 

When challenged, said, to St Marg'ret we go. ^ 

From South'ron folk great friend^ip thus they founds 

Because St Marg'ret was of English ground. 

CI OSS by Lindores, the ferry o'er they past : 

rhen thro* the Ochle marched very fast ; 

[nto Dunfermline lodged at} that night, 

And on the morrow, by the day was light : 

They travelVd with some English gentlemen. 

Who had their dwelling in Linlithgow "then. 

A captain's wife, who had a pilgrim been. 

Was there, who, when she had young Wallace seen,^^ 

Did him admire, because he was so fair. 

Handsome, genteel, and of engaging air ; 

There merrily they past the time around, ^ 

Then cross'd the Forth streight to Linlithgow town> 

Where mutually a compliment or two 

Was past, and then to Dunipace they go r 

M^here Wallace' friend did dwell, a parson great, 

Wallace by name, of opulent estate : 

A man devout, who bravely made them fare, 

And share the best, the time they tarry'^ there. 

He did inform, and made them understand 

The troubles great that then were in the land, 

Intreating them, in kind and homely phrase. 

There to abide till God sent better days. 

Wallace reply'd, I hasten to the west. 

Our kin are kill'd, were I at home the best 

Of South'ron blood, I hope, 'twixt you and me, 

To let it out, then 111 avenged be. 

The parson sigh'd, and said, he much did doubt^. 

It would belong ere that time came about. 

Come well, come wo, my purpose I'll pursue. 

Then to the iKvnest parson bade adieu. 

To Ellerslie he and his luother went. 

She on the morrow for her brother sent. 

Who told her, to her sorrow, grief, and paiii. 

Her husband and her eldest son were slain. 
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That ivhetv Sir Malcom's hough sinews were cut, . 

S6uth'ron to deaUi upon hit knees he put : 

Till with their bloody sp^aiw, they bore him down,\ # 

Then stick'd that glorious knight of great renown. 

Thus at€x)chmabane> for their country's sake, 

A noble exit these two heroes maka 

To Etierslie I baek again repair. 

Where good Sir Rannaldmet his sister there; 

Who did beseech, and humbly pray'd also. 

That to Lord Pierey forthwith he* would go ; 

For from, her house she would no longer fly. 

But long'd at home for to live quietly.. 

Sir Rannald in his sister's favours wrote. 

And then to her a safe protection got ; 

Which tbe brave Wallace highly did disdain, . 

Therefore no longer would with her remain. 

Nor durst Sir Rannald entertain him there,. 

So to his shift away does Wallace fare. 

The English had the whole strengths of the land. 

And what they did> none durst nor could withstand; 

Yet Wallace never could 'wjth them accord ;^ . 

For be he squire, be he laird, or lord. 

That with* disdain durst l6ok him in the face, . 

He got a blow unto his great disgrace. 

The English .4!lerks, in prpplitcy have found, 

A Wallace w&hould put them from Scotish ground,. 

Which afterwards prov'4 to be very true- 

For thrice he drove away the barbarous crew. 

Sir Rannald now a place for him prepares> ^ 

To keep him safe from English traps and snares,-. 

With his own uncle, who at'Rickartoun 

Did dwell, ancj was Sir Richard of renown. . 

1 n heritage, he had that whole estate, 

I'ho* blind he was, which chanc'd thro' courage great/ 

'Gainst Engli^men ; whom he did daily dare, 

^\llen he was young, and well expert in war. 

Then did he burst some veins, and lost much blood, 

A gentleman, both valiant, wise, and good. 

In Februar, Wallace was to him sent. 

And in April, a fishing from him went : 

Wliich will aife-d some sport as you shall hear^ 

Tray listen then with an attentive ear. 
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CHAP. iv:. 

How WaUacejUhii, in Irvine Water. 

biNo no harm^ nor danger of his foes, 

e a fishing for diversion goes^ 

what sport am^ pastime he might get ; 

irith him but a boy to bear .his net. 

he was, fish'd most successfully, i 

? Lord Piei^cy, and his court rude by ; 

did €on^se> and much perplex his miiid, 

e he had fcnrgot his sword behind. 

' that trooping train in garments green,. 

^OQ. horseback, having Wallace seen ; 

I advanced, and blueing language gave, 

unn'd and swore, ' 2ounds Scot, thy fish we'll haveJ^ 

lodest grace, good Wallace did reply, 

are the half with you most cheerfully.* 

them answer'd, ' that would be too small ;^ 

^ited down, and from the boy took all, ^ 

in his knapsack speedily he puts, , 

likle sorrow be in'* gj*eedy guts. 

V^allace said, ' Tm sure in modesty 

. leave us some, if gentlemen you be ; 

;ed knight thiit lives in yonder liouse, / 

m have some, pray, be so generous.* 

►wn, he boasting, said not one word more, 

s, * The liver has enough in store ; 

rve a lord *jhall dine on tlieni ^rc long,' 

rallacc fretting, said, ' TliGu'itjin the wrong.* 

1 thcus tihki hite^ Vidth iliim ilcservej^ a bbW;,^ 

)ratting Scot> Jiow uatijbi, iLou talk so ?' 

t him runs, and out his sword dofes draw : 

illace poult-stafF kept the rogue in awe. 

usty tree, as the poor scoundrel found, 

m and sword both quickly on the ground : 

i the sword caughjt fast into his hand, 

did the saucy fellow soon command : 

back stroke, sa cleverly he gave, 

jk in two, most cleanly there he ctave. 

ler four alighting from their horse, 

, attack with all their strength and forces : 

6 - 
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Yet tho* they him surroiiTid on every side. 
With handy-blows h^ paid them back and sfde*. 
Upon the head so fierce he struck at one, 
Trhe shearing sword cut thro' his coUar-bone : 
Another on the arm, that stood near, by, . 
He struck, t^l hand and sword on the field did 1)^ 
Three slew he there, two fled with all their might. 
Unto their horse, in a confounded fright ; 
Left all their fish, no longer durst remain. 
And three fat English bucks upon the plain^ 
Thus in great huny, liaving got th^ cuffs. 
They scamper'd off in haste to save their buffs. 
When Piercy knew, by the poor silly lowhs. 
That three were kill'd, and saw two bloody crowns>; 
He quickly ask'd how many foes might be ? 
They said, * But one ;* ' A devil sure was he : 

* Since one has killed three, put two to flight : 

* Cowardly coxcombs, pack you out or sight : 

^ Most manfully, it seems,, the Scot has fought^ 

* For me this day, in faith he*s not be sought; 

* Was't ever heard before ? you whore-sons burds^ 

* That a Scots poHlt-stafF fofl'd fi\^ English swords^. 
To Wallace I return, who, by mere force. 

Defeat the five, and pick'd up all their horse : 
Was better mounted than he was before, 
JRodfe to his uncte> fish'd that day no more. 
The new$ did so surprize the ancient knight. 
He almost fainted in his nephew's sight : 
ITien bids keep secret : * for such fishing' sporty. 
'If it be known, yeu may pay dearly forV 

* Uncle,' said Wallace to tile good old man, 

* I'll push my fortune now where best I can : 
' Since I no longer may with you abide, 

* 111 try these English geldings how they pde/ 
A purse of gold the knight unto him gave, 
Wallace kneel'd down, and humbly took lids leave;* 
When that is done, pray, nephew, send for more. 
Thus ends the first book, here I draw my score^ 






[ 37 J ♦ 

BOOK. II. 
CHAP. I. 

How Wallace ^ilVd the Churl tviih his own staff in AiiK 

JL ouNO Wallace now clever of lith and limb. 
With grapeful air, a^^ars both tight and trim. 
Which,' with his many other usefid charms, 
Confomids the South'ron, highly them alarms;; 
His glorious actions early did presage, 
A humbling stroke to cruel South^rpn rage 
Whidi did so many of his friends destroy. 
As scarce was known since Adam was a boy., 
-Yet the late fishing makes poor Wallace fond, , 

At Ochter-house a little to abscond : ^ 

Then to Langland wood, when it grew late> 
To make a silent and a soft retreat. 
Some little time thereafter did repair 
Unto the pleasant ancient town of Air; 
Close by Uie wood, did there diismount his hor^e^ 
Then on his foot, walk'd gravely to the cross, 
Lc»rd Piercy did command the castle then. 
And the whole town did swarm with English men* 
Which sight, no doubt, did W^ace mud^ confound; 
Yet never dash'd, but briskly walk'd around ; . 
Tho* some afBrm, which I am apt to trow. 
He in his heart curs'd the barbarian crew. 
And being prompted by his youthful age, ■ 

Could scarce refrain his passion and his ragei. 
But passing over this^ I now make haste. 
To entertain you with a handsome jest. 

Into the town liv'd a huge English fellow, ;! 

All overgrown with guts of t— -d and tallow ;- ■ - . i 

Who greatly bragg'd of his prodigious stjrengtfajr ' j 

Which cost him dear, as you shaU hear at length. ^ 

A greater burden, said this prince of sots, ' 

He*d bear, than any three good sturdy Scots^; ' f 

And with C staff, like a stage-dancer's pole^ [ 

For one poor groat he- would permit and thole r 

The strongest man to beat him on the back ; 
So imprudently did the carle crack. 
Which story, when it came to Wallace' ear. 
To smik and laugh, he scarce could well forbear r 
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He told the fell6W} that he ivtmld be willinff, 
' For one Scots blow to give an Englisti shiUmg.' 
Th^ greedy wretch did n-eely condescend, 
Wldbh quickly brought him to his fatal end : 
Then Wallace gave him such a dreadful thumpy. . 
Upon his back, close by his great fat rump. 
That to the view of all were present there. 
He clave his rig-bone, and he ne'er spake mair ; 
Thus dy'd the wretch, for a poor price and small. 
And his great English hurdies paid for all. 
With swords round Wallace then the Englisli flock^ 
He no ways dash'd, did his steel bonnet cckik. 
And struck a Souih'ron with that trusty tree. 
Out o'er the head, till brains and bones did flee ; 
Then cleverly, with such good will and luck. 
On the steel bayonet hath another struck, . 
Till, tbo' the noble tree it frush'd and rave, . 
He kill'd the fellow, and turn'd to the lave ;.. 
Then with an awful grace, he made a paw. 
And out his sword with majesty did draw ; 
Which cleflr!d his way, like a true friend indeed^ 
And quickly helpM him to a sturdy steed. 
Two fouty fellows tliere, that griev'd him most. 
He dous'd their doublets rarely to tlieir cost : 
His anger kindled, la such rheight it grew. 
With one good stroke the foremost tliere he slcw„ . 
A blow he got upon the other knave> 
Till his sv/ord down thro* his body Cr&ve. 
Five South'rons he, 'twixt liope and great des}>air, , 
Kiird on the spot ; now was not that riglit fair ? 
Out thro' the town, liis v/^jy did cleanly force. 
Made his escape, and tlien did mount his lioise : 
To Langlands fled, his time he well. did use. 
And left the blades all sleeping in their shoes. 
Him foot and horse pm'sue to overtake. 
But the thick trees his refuge he did make. 
Provisions came to him from Ochter-house,. 
And every Xhmg that was flt for liis use ; , 
Such necessaries they to him afford. 
As do supply him both to bed and board. 

Good Wallace then, upon a time at lengthy . 
EetumUto Air as he recover'd £trength | 
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"BvA, ah ! it ptoy*d a most unlucky d&y, 

r wish to Jove that^be bad^staid awscf. 

Sir Rannald's sarvant^ for some fish he sent^ '* 

That errand, O ! that Wallace had miskentt. 

For, .as^y ou'U quickly understand and heiav 

The sauce was sharp, and cost him very detr« 






CHAP. II. 

Horv WaUace kiltd Lord Pierces Steward, and war- 

imprisofied in Ain 

The fish no sooner had the servant jgot, 

Than Piercy^s steward call'd, and' said, Scot, 

' For whom buys thou those fish thou carry'st there ? 

Who. answered, * Sir, for the sheriff of Air.' . 

'By heaven's king,* the steward rudely swore, 

* My Lord shall have them, thou may purchase, more/ 
Wallace, incens'd with anger, standing by. 
Said, ' why «uch rudeness, tell the reas<Hi why ?'^ 
This fired soon the haughty steward's blood, 
Who thought what Wallace spoke was next to rude^ 
And did his stomach so with venom fill. 
As might the vilest loathsome spider kiU. 

* Go hence,' said he, ' thou saucy Scot,' with nspeed; , 
' Thee, and thy sheriff both I mock indeed.' 
Then with his hunting staff he Wallace smote^ 
But he had better. kiss'd his bum, poor sot : 
For Wallace by the throat him quickly caught. 
And the proud steward better manners taught^ 
Then from his pocket pull'd a dagger knife. 
Which twinn'd the foolish coxcomb of his life. 
But, ah] alas, ho^ quick assembled then, > 
Fourscore at least well harness'd English'men : 
Whose post it was to watch and guard thcr town ? 
There suddenly poor Wallace they surround. 

At them he star'd, and never spoke a word. 

But bold -y drew his awfiil daring sword; 

And cleverly untd his feet did get. 

And stick*d the foremost fellow that he. met, . 

Upon.the knee, anothei^ hit he so. 

That moment made the bone asunder acs: 

Nor can I say the third had better luck, -^ • ' 

Who got his neck in two most cleanly cut; 
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Thus Wallace ra^'d and ramped,, lion-like^ 

And made the carles strange^ fidge and fyke. 

No wonder^ for the;^ got most grievous wounds^ 

So desp'rate] J he daw^d their South'ron crowns : 

And tho' the gate with swords and i^dears they keep^ 

He hew'd them down like heartless silly sheep i 

Yea, when they him environ'd round about. 

Quite thro' the press he Suddenly broke out. 

Unto a wall, was built by thip sea-side. 

Where in his own defence he did abide. 

Till from the castle issu'd one and all. 

Got on a dyke, and then broke down the wajll 

No shift he had, but there to fight or die : 

Great numbers then he hew'd down hastily ; 

So furiously out thro* the South'ron's past. 

" But, oh : Ms noble sword* did burst at last ; 
Broke from the hilt,, he new ofno remeed. 
Then stoutly drew his dagger out with speed. 
One there he kilTd, and other two he sent 
To death, the same way that the first chiel went. 
But, at the last, his foes on ey*iry hand, 

* They rudely rush with speiars, and him command! 
Such was tneir pity, they forbid to slay. 
But starve with hunger till he'd pine away,. 
Thus they the sacred scriptures verify. 
The wicked's mercies are mere cruelty. 
With English now he's pris'ner gone at will ; 
Had he got help, he would have fought them still. 
To speak of ransom; that was all in vain. 
Because that day, so many he had slain. 
His trouble here, I scarcely can well t^ll. 
His prison much resembled that of hell. 
Such meat and drink as they to him allow^ 
Would kill and poison even a very sow. 
But here I leave him in this doleful case. 
Till providence will order his release. 
The woeful weeping, and. the piteous moan. 
Was made for him, would rend a heart of stone. 
No comfort here to dissipate their fears. 
Nought to be seen but pale cheeks stain'd with tear?. 
Alas! said they, can life endure to see 
Wallace imprison'd by the enemy > 
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The flow'r of youths in sweet and tender age, " 
Made subject to the cruel Saxon rage. 
Living this day, a Chieftain there is none 
Like the young Wallace : for its he alone. 
That's capable of Scotland to take oare. 
But now he*s caught into the woeful snare. 



CHAP. III. 

How Wallace was imprisoned at Air, and escaped^ 

Jti ERRTNGS and water for liis nourishment^ 

And guch sad stuff, to Wallace they present : 

Instead of what was wholescmie cleanly fbod>. 

Got the refuse of er'ry thmg was good. 

Thus in the prison, Imiguishing he lay. 

Till death was pictured in his beauteous clay» 

His vital sphits almost spent and g^e. 

Then to Jehovah made his piteous moan ; 

Confessed his ^ins, most humJbly then itnplor'd 

Mercy thro' Christ> his Saviour and his Lord. 

Then s^d, 'My God, O please for to receire 

■ My soul and body, I tbec humbly erave^ 

' For if relief thou do not quickly send, 

' My days an priscm here ill diortly end. 

' Please to prolong my daj^, O God, to me, 

' Since my belief is whoUy upon thee : 

' Which by thy grace tJiou graciously hast wrought,, 

^ And me from heJl, by thine own blood has bought* 

* Why wilt tliou give thy handy- work to those^ 
' Vi'ho are our nation's and my mortal foes ? 

' And who maliciously this land abhcnr, 

* Would me destroy, with many others more ? 

* O bruckle sword ! thv metal was not true, 

' Thy frushing blade, me in this prison threw^ 
' To English men, ©'er little hketa thou's done;^ 
' Of gallant Scots, who kilFd so many a one. 

* Of us, indeed, they have not kill'd a few, 
' My valiant father, and bold brother too, 

' Were at Lpchmabane kfll'd by South'ron / 
^ j^ut death resisted, sure can be by none. 
^ This ajicient kingdom. Lord, do thou relieve, 
« Fropt) Epglish tiialdomj a»d deliverance give^ 
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* Tho' now, O Lord, my power be gone indeed, 

* Yet King of kings, help thou and send remeed^ 
' Of worldly comforts, now I take my leave, 

' J shall be shortly, where I shall not grieve '^ . 

' Thus lieartily to all Ibid adieu, 

^ None other gift have I to leave you now;' 

Adieu Wallace, that was both strong and stoutJT 
I^ng in this prison thou must Ue no doubjb ; 
Now. all thy noble kindred, brave and bold, 
Iliy freedom purchase cannot, no with goldl 
Thy tender mother, that in pain the^ Irore, 
in her soil arms shall ne;'er enclose thee more ! 
How seemly wast thou, with thy sword and shield^ 
Then thou kill'd i)umbers on the bloody &eld ? 

Complain ye poor, with reverence tell your tale > 
Complain to Heaven witfi words that cannot fail ^ 
14ft up your voice to the great God above. 
That's full of mercy, pity, and of love. 
Complain for him, that j&its in dismal cells. 
And in the melancholy dungeon dwells : <^ 

With grief and pain, which he can scarce endure^ 
Pray for relief to the great God of pow'r. 
Complain ye birds tliat once were bly th and glad ; 
Now change your notes, and hang the drooping headc 
Complain ye lords, complain ye ladies bright. 
Complain for him that worUiy was and wight : 
Complain ye men of war, in mournful song. 
For him of Saxon's sons that suffers wrong : 
Complain for him, who lies both day and njghi;, 
In prison for jnaintaining Scotland's right : 
Complain for him, who did most frequently^ 
Sound up the triumph of our victory. 
What shall I say of the br4ve Wallace more? 
A cruel flux* in prison, and a sore. 
Did then reduce him aim st.to last bt^tb. 
And left him gasping in he jaws of death. 
The jaiWs now commanded with great aw^. 
To bring him to the sentence of the law ; 
Who, when lie view'd him, to his great surprisi^ 
Thought death already had shot up his eyes. 
In Itaste returns, and does report die news^ ' 
That be hadpaid both law and prison dues,. 
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IVrsuaded thus^ that he was very dead^ 

For Wallace now there was no more remeed. 

Being concluded by consent of all. 

To throw him quickly o'er the castle- wall. 

But Providence^ which interposes oft. 

Directs his fall into a place was soft ; 

His nurse who liy'd in the New Town of Air, 

Hearing the news, with haste came running th|9l^» 

And on her knees, with face as pale as clay. 

Did purchase leave to bear his corpse away. 

\yith sorrow him imto her house she bore. 

Then with warm water bath'd his body o'er. 

His heart she found to flighter to and froj 

His eyes at last they did Cast up also. 

Then on a bed she laid him, soft as silk. 

And suckled him \nth her own daughter's milk* 

Her love to him, and t^der care was such. 

In a short time, he did recover much. 

Thus secretly she did him nurse and feed. 

And made the word still pass, that he was deadL 

She weeped sore in ev'ry body's sight. 

Till he became both able, stout and tight. 

Thomas the Rymer, at that \ eiy time. 

Who prophecy'd in ancient Scotish tymcj^ 

In vulgar estimation not the least. 

Did pay a visit to the parish priest ; ' 

Whose servant had just at the market been, 

;^nd what befel poor Wallace there had seen^ 

The priest does on his servant quickly call. 

What news,, said he } Sir, few or none at alU 

The priest said, that he never yet did know 

The Scots and English part without a blow. 

Good Wallace, quoth the lad, and shook his bead^ 

I saw them cast him o'er the wall for dead ! 

The priest replied, with a heavy heart. 

For that I hope to see the South'ron smart. 

Wallace was wiglrt, and cpnie of gentle blood ; 

Thomas, he said^ the tidings were not good. 

Tlie priest said, surely they would foster feud : 

But Thomas said, that Wallace was not dead. 

The servant told, he saw a woman there, » 

That did belong to th^ New Town of Air ; . 
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Upon her knces^ from South'ron purchase leay^^ 

To carry Wallace somewhere to his grave. 

Pensive a little^ Tliomas in his thought^ 

By God, said he^ that hath this world wrought. 

And brings to pass each thing for his own gloxt. 

If he be dead, Thomas shall live no more. 

The honest priest, hearing him speak so plaia. 

He charg'd liis servant to return again. 

To view the woman's house, and carefully 

To look about, what he could hear or spy. 

The servant thus in haste is gone away, 

Straight to the house and place where Wallace lay*. 

Who's this lies here, he did demand in plain ; 

The woman rose in sorrow, grief, and pain : 

The worthy Wallace, Oh ! replied she. 

Then weeped sore and very piteously. 

She on her knees did pray for Jesus* sake. 

He would conceal, and no discovery make. 

The servant answered, with a fearful oath. 

That he to harm him would be very loath : 

Might he in life but see him with liis eyes. 

He would rejttice, or curs'd might he be thrice. 

She, to good Wallace, led him up the stairs. 

There saw him gladly, and back soon repairs 

To Thomas, and his master, who attend. 

To h^ar tlie story all, from end to. end. 

He told them, the first tidings were a lie. 

Then Thomas said, before'that Wallace die. 

Out of this land, he shall the South'ron send. 

And- thousands on the field make their last «n(L 

He Scotland thrice shall bring into great peace. 

And South'ron ay be frighted at his face. 

Then cheer up Scots, cast from you care and sjpth. 

And pray believe what Thomas says is truth. 

When Wallace* actions we to light produce. 

We'll find him not inferior to Bruce : ' 

But 'cause the Bruce was of our kingdom heir, 

Wallace, therefore, with him we'll not compare^ 

Yet by his courage and his conduct wise. 

As we have heard, he rescued Scotland thrice. 

Unto the nation s universal joy, 

The time he was the BaUol's viceroy. 



r 46 1 

CHAP. IV. 

The Battle of LoudonhilL 

IVow to my purpose, glacHy I retutti. 
Since I for Wallace need io longer mourn : 
Who when he found hunself in case to ride, 
Thought it not safe in New-Town to abide. 
Then to the cruel SouthVon'g great aur^Hise, 
'Once more appears, them frights and terrifies : 
His nurse, her daughter, child and family. 
He first dispatch'd away to Ellerslie. 
When they were gone, no weapon could he find 
There, that could suit and please his anxious mind, 
JSxcept a sw^d, that in a Book did stand, 
O'ergrown with rust, which he took in his hand. 
He drew the blade, and found it could well bite. 
Which pleas'd his fhncy to a very mite. 
Then blythly, said, ' Faith thou shalt go with XA^, 

* Till with a better I provided be.' 

To see his uncle, good Su* Ilannald, then. 
Fain would he go, but that the English men. 
Who cunningly for him had laid the snare, 
-He fear 'd might catch him in his journey there. 
'At Richardtown then longed for to be. 
To get some horse, and armour quietly. 
With all precaution, Wallace ventured fair, 
Yet met three South'ron, riding into Air : 
lA>ng Castle bold,, and with him yeomen two, 
Wallace drew back and would not with them g#. 
At him they ride, and said, despitefully, 
'* Thou Scot abid^ for sure thou art a spy : 
■* Or else some thief, that does not shew thy face.* 
But Wallace answer 'd, with a modest grace, 

* Sir, I am sick, for Gpd''s love let me be, 
I^ong Castle said, ^ by George that shall not be. 
^ Thy countenance prognosticks something odc(^ 

* Yo Air with: me thou shalt travel the road.** 
Pull'*d out a sword that was of noble hew. 
His rusty sword, good Wallace also drew. 
Then with a single, but a dreadful blow, 
jj^ clave bis neck-bone cleverly in two^ 
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The yeomen^ then in haste ^oon lighted down^ 
The first miss'd not a clink out o'er the crown ; 
Which to the craig^ a clean incision made^ 
A brave performance by the rusty blade. 
The other fled^ and durst no longer stay^ 
He scar'd at blood, that was the reason why ; 
But Wallace quickly brought the culzeon back^ 
And there gave him the whistle of his plack. 
Along his ribs he gave hijn such a rout^ 
Till all his entrails and his lungs hang out. 
Then took their horses and their armour bright^ - 
Their nobler weapons^ clever, clean, and tight. 
And all their coin, syne on his horse he cocked> 
V7kh. gold and money jingling in each pocket 
Then in great ha^ he rode to Richardtown, 
A merry meeting was at's lighting down. 
Sir Richard he was there, that noble knight. 
Who mourning for him almost lost his sight. 
And his two sons, who never were so fain. 
As now, to see Wallace alive again. ^ 

Sir Rannald also came to see him fast. 
The woman told at Crosby as they past. 
How Wallace 'scap'd ; Sir Rannald changed hews, 
He wanted faith to credit the good news. 
Till him he saw, he thought the time was long : 
But when they met, who can express with tongue. 
How him he hass'd and kiss'd so tenderly 
Till's very soul was in an extasy } 
The tears of joy, which from his eyes did flow. 
Ere he could speak, a long time held him so : 
But at the last, most lovingly, said he. 
Welcome, dear nephew, welcome home to me. 
Thank'd be God that hath this wonder wrought^ 
And safely oUt of prison liath thee brought. 
His mother came, and kinsfolk not a fe^v, 
With joyful heart, to know those tidings true. 
To Robert Boyd, that worthy was and wiglit, 
Wallace, he was a blyth and welcome sight. 
From every difftient airt, they crowd and come. 
To visit and to welcome \^allace home, 
'^'hanks be to Ghd, w ho did to him dispense. 
So happy, kind, and good a providence. ^ 
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Here endsitty second beok^ r«ay no more^ 
But quieUy 1 draw a second score. 

BOOK IIL 

CHAP. I. 

How Wallace reveng'd ike slaughter df his Father atid 
qf Ms Brother on LoudoTt-hitt. 

JV ow July deck'd in all her trim array. 

On hill and dale did fruits and flow'rs display, 

Blyth was. each beast that breaks the tender blade 

Of grass, or nibbles itt the green-wood shade : 

And store of fish came in at ev*ry firtli. 

Most dainty cheer, and got with meikle mirth. 

But Scotland all tliis while, sad skaith of wars, 

Oppress'd with want/ iii doleful case appears. 

For many a day throughout this hurry 'd land. 

No plough was drawn, but labour at a stand ; 

So that by August came, with lack of meat. 

Our folk with thin chaft-blades, look'd unco blate. 

But English men, who wanted not for gear, ^ 

Were well-hain'd callans, and had ay good cheer ; 

For to them duly, in good waggons came. 

All things to gust the gab, and cram the wame : 

Well fed they were ; nor wanted to propine. 

Among their friends ; but tifted canty wuie. 

So cruce they grew, might no man them withstand^ 

But as they lik'd they rul'd o'er all this land. 

Till tidings came, that Wallace, stout and fair. 

Had broke the prison in the town of Air ; ^ 

Which when they heard, they suddenly were cast 

Into the dumps, and stood right sore aghast. 

Earl Piercy too, when he had heard this tale. 

E'en thol'd the loss, as he had tint his kail ; 

And thus he spoke, I meikle dread that we, 

My merry men, tliis doleful day shall dree. 

For if so be^ that Wallace is not fast. 

From Edward's yoke he'll free this land at last. 

So prophecies of old, long time have said. 

As they inform^ who antique legends read; *" 
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As thp' of legends we^ and spells might doiibt> 
Yet well the lown I ken^ and ken: hka stout. 
And think it better, since better may not be> 
1*0 fleetch him offy with gold and land in fee : 
Might he stand stedfast for King Edward^ then 
Might all the 4and be ml'd by English men^ 
By force^ his late escaping let's us see^ 
Not to be dung or vanquished is he. 

Thus they, fbrsooth, to Wallace we return t 
Sore thrawn was he, and did witli anger bum. 
In Richardtown no longer would he bide. 
For friends* advice^ or ought that might betide. 
So when they saw tiieir council all was tint. 
They let him take his will, and fofth he went. 
To venge him, if he might upon the plain. 
On South'ron blood that had his kindred slain. 
Sir Richard had three sons, as has been told, 
Adam, Richard, and Simeon, brave and bold : 
The eldest, Adam, might no man him flee. 
So stout, tho' aged but eighteen, was he. 
Of person large, right hardy, wise and wight : 
Thereafter, good King Robert made him knighL 
For in the Bruce's wars hisJtrusty arm. 
On English men had often wrought meikle harnh 
This valiant squire with Wallace forth did ride. 
Into the field, and so did Robert Boyd, 
A canty Carle, who scom'd, he was so cruce. 
The English yoke, nor witfi their king made truce. 
Cleland was there, who was of Wallace' blood. 
And had with him full oft in perils stood. 
And Edward Little, his sister's son so dear ; 
A goodly gang, all graith'd in armour clear, 
Accouter'd thus, from Richardtown they rode, 
Ta Machline-muir^ but short time there abode ; 
For friends inform'd them, that in bondage were> 
How Fenwick stfeight was coming on to Ayr, 
With waggons load of victual, and rich spoil. 
And good purvey, tiiey brought thei;u from Carlide* 
This Wallace heard, a blyth man then was he. 
And inly grain'd at bloody game to be. 
To Loudon, then, they trysted straight to ride, , 
And in a shaw, a little there beside. 
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they lodged them^ and seeing it was nighty 

!Kept watch from gloaming tiU the morning light. 

A good true Scot^ who kept a stabling there^ ^ 

fey Loudon hill^ a true Scot^ late and air, 

Frae be't he saw them, came within a "folinlc. 

And brought them wealth a£ meat and tosie drink ; 

Syne told them how the carriage men in haste, * 

Had sent for-riders, who to Air had past. 

Leaving the rest with pow'r of great avail, ' 

Who were by then, he trou'd, in Annandale, 

Then Wallace said, we must not sbjoum here, 

Mor change our weeds> but wear our ilk day gear, 

For ay since from his prison he got free, 

A. summer weed was all the weed had he ; 

Harness except, which stiU \ie bore for liib. 

To work his will in case of sudden strife : 

A good habergeon, cover'd with his govm, 

VTas in his hand> a steel cap on his crovm. 

Two gloves of plate his hands did guard full well ; 

Close was his Sublet, and the collar ste^. 

His face when he came in among strange folk^ 

He held it best to hide within his cloak, 

Else in the battle, it was €ver bare, 

On foot no champion might with him compare. 

So strong he was, so terrible and sture ; 

His dreadful dints were gruesome to endure. ' 

Horc did they set, if Wallace had been ta'en, 

^'han if a hundred South'ron lowns were slain. 

These worthy Scots would now no longer stay, 

fo Loudon hill they past by break of day, 

^evis'd the place, and loose their horses turn, 

\nd thou^t to win, or never home retam. 

f'wo scouts they sent, to visit well the plain^ 

^ut they right soon returned in again, 

^^«porting, how the foes were coming fa^ ; 

^hen quickly on the ground they all them cast ; 

I'aying, widi humble heart, the God of might 

f'hem to protciet, and Scotland's broken right; ^ 

' *i harness bright, they graith'd tliem readily, 

^jor flinch'd there one of all the company. • 

^aid Wallace, then, here 'was my father slain, 

^d brother dear, which doth me meikle pain? ^ 

C ^ 
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So shall myself avenged be im that hea4^ 
The traitor here, that caus'd- the felon deed. 

No longer tarrying^ now, with liearty will. 
Incontinent they hy'd them up the hill, f 

Fen wick the knight the convoy did command. 
And raeikle dole had he wrought in the land. 
The sun was up, and dight in bright Array, 
When English men saw them upon the bra^ . i 
Them as he saw, said Fenwipk to his m^ii. 
Yon Wallace is, for well the lopn 1 kpru, » , 

Though he so lately did our prison b^eak. 
Soon gripp'd again, he's no have leave to crack. 
His head, I ken, would better please qu? kin§^ 
Than gold, or land, or any earthly thing. , 
With c rnage be his servants bade bide still, , ^ 
Then with the lave he thought to work his will, 
Nine score he led in harness biirnish'd bright ^ 
And fifty were with Wallace in the right. 
Unrebuted the South'ron were in weir, , 
And fast they came, full awful in effeir. 
A dyke of stones they had quite round them madc^ 
And proudly there with great rampagifig rade. 
The Scots on foot, the pas* took them before ; 
The South'ron saw their courage was the more. 
In prideful ire,^thought o'er them to ride ; 
But none as they did wish^ it chanc'd that tide. 
For Scots on foot great room about them made^ 
With prancing spears, and sore upon them laid. 
The South'ron, who were arm'd in plates of steel, > 
That day did reckon to avenge them weel. 
And rudely cm their horse about them rade. 
That scarce with ease upon their feet they bade ; 
Wallace the ff remosrt met so fell and keen. 
The wayward spear went through his body cl^m. 
Then swords were drawn, both heavy, sharp, and h^ 
On either, side full cruelly they dang. 
A sore assailzie then there might be seen. 
Of hftrse and men, as e'er was on the green. 
The English men, who were expert in weir. 
Thought bynnain force, the Scots quite down to beaTj 
And with their horse environ'd them about, 
Tha;t of the day they made no logger doubt. 
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Waa our meil stoutl j to their orders stood^ 
p&nd dy'd the field that day with 8outh'ron blood. 
I^enwick, their captain^ dight in^glitt'ring gear, ' 
l^d on a {H'ancing steed that day appear ; 
|Pnth to the thickest fight,, he hies him fast, 
^d syne his spear wiUi dreadftd fury cast. 
HL cruel chiel he was and unco keen, 
|0f Wallace', father he the death had been, 
mnd brother also, whom he lov'd so dear, 
rffho, when he saw the traitor knight wks near, 
^Outrageous as a hungry lion grew. 

And at full speed to claw his nodle flew ; 

Syne at the lown a fearful fleg let flee, 

And from his rumple shear'd away his thigh. 
.Are he was d^ad, a throng came in so fast, 

I'obr Robert Boyd was almost smoor^d at last. 
I Wallace was near, and tum'd in again^^ 

To rescue him, then chas'd them through the plain ; 
r^e rehmant follow'd after them full fast, 

E'"^^"^ drove the South'ron till they wee aghsat j 
re Adam Wallace, heir of Richardtown, 
^ ^^J Beaumon strake a squire of much renowtt, 
l^ight belly flaught, so that withouten mair, 
The bumish'd weapon him in sunder share, 
l^me English yet, although their chief was slain, 
^l^em stiU abode, as men of meikle main ; 
Where Wallace was, the deed was little kenn'di 
though they did all themselves for to defencL 
l^or he behav'd himself so worthily, 
^ith Robert Boyd, and all their chivaby, 
lliat not a South'ifjn ere ev'n-tide, 
Might any longer in that stour abide ; 
«ut thought their part was plainly for to flee,* 
Which even as many did as could win free. 
iVn hundred at this brilliment were kill'd ; 
iThree yeomen Wallace left upon the field. 
iTwo^ were of Kyle, and one of Cunningham, 
Who lefl to follow Wallace their own liame; 
Of English men fourscore escap'd that day, 
l^eaving their convoy to the Scots a prey, 
Mrho there got wealth of gold, and other geai% 
JHarncss and horse, and other things of use and wdi*,* 
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The English knaves^ they made the carrunge lead 
To Clyde's green wood, till they were out of dread ; 
Syne fair and fast with widdies they ^exn band. 
To boughs of trees^ and hang'd them .out of hand. 
None did they spare that able \ras for weir ; 
But priests and women they did ay forbear. 
When this was done, full blyth they went to dine ; 
For they no scant of victual had or wine. 
Ten score of hamess'd horse they got that day. 
Beside good provender and other prey. 

The ISouth'ron now, who from the field did fly^ 
With sorrow to the town of Air they hie. 
There to Lord tiercy dolefully relate 
Their sad disaster andomsonsy fat^^ 
What skaith he got^ and who were slain in %ht ; 
And how his men were hang'd by Wallace wight. 
Said Piercy, then, if Wallace long we.bear^ 
Out of this land he shall exi^e us cleair. 
Certes, when lately he our prisoner wai|. 
O'er slothfuUy our kflpper let him pass. 
Not safe ev n in this fortress shall we be^ 
^ince nov. our victual we must bring by ?ea. 
Besides, it grieves me for our men so true, 
^Our kin the day that we came here may rue. 



CHAP JT. 

How ike English men made peofie with Wallact. 

When Wallace now had vanquish'd in the field. 

The traitor false, that had his father kill'd. 

And brother, alas ! that brave and worthy knight. 

With many mbre, that all were men of might ; 

We caus'd provide, and distribute their store. 

To go on new exploits,- and purchase more. 

In Clyde's green wood, they did sojourn three dayt^ 

No South'ron might a^lventure in those ways. 

Death did they thole, durst in their gate appear; 

And Wallace word did travel far and near. 

When it was heard he living was again. 

The English men thereof had nieikle pain. 

Earl Piercy straight to Gla9gow did him fare, 

AjQd of wise lor(£ a council summoned th^re* 
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And though they had ten thousand men or ilxore^ 
Would yet no chieftain out on Wallace go, 
So did they dread the carle. Then did devise. 
How they by wylie gaitar might hira surprise. 
Sir Ajoner Valtance, that false knight and 8trong> 
In Both well dwelt, and then was them among ; 
He said, my lords, my counsel I'll j)rop(me, 
Wiiich if he .take, ye moikle skaith shall shun; 
l^eace must be made withauten more delay, 
Or he rhore wicked pranks than thege will play. 
Lord Piercy said, with hira no truce can be, 
-A. carle so haughty, and so fell' is he: 
More mischief he will do before he blitt ; 
J^or South'ron blood to shed he thinks no sia* 
Reply'd Sir Aymer, truce ye soi%iy need ! 
Thereafter ye may find out some remeed. 

J think 'twere best> so gentle he's and true; 

To try what good his kin with him^can do. 

Xhis matter bid Sir Rannald take in hand; 

^ith his nevoy, or fcfrfeit all his land, 

lentil such time As he the work'haHjl wrouglit. 

Sir Rannal4 straight was to the council brought, 

^Vhere him they charg'd with Wallace peace to gain,. 

Or he in London prisoner should remain. 

^ir Rannald said, my lords, ye know right well, 

^<Hr my advioc he will not do a deal. 

fiis worthy kin ye cruelly have slain, 

\nd caus'd himself in prison thole much pain. 

How think you then he'll do this thing for me, 

^ow he's at large, although you cause me die. 

Lord Piercy then did ^eak-Sir Rannald fkir ; 

Vlake but thi« peace, thour sherilF art of Air; 

\nd if the bus'ness can accomplis'd be, 

Undei^ my seal I shall be bound to thee. 

That English men shall do him no distress, 

Sar any Scot withouten due redress. 

^ir Rannald knew, he could not them gainstatid, 

5o undertook what Piercy did command ; 

Piercy, who true and valiant still had been, 

\nd mild in peace, althou^ in battle keen. « 
Hy'd then Sir Rannald to the wOods of Clyde, 

Inhere Wallace wight did Vith his men abide ; 

3 
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With whom ibregadiering as to dine he wenf^ 
He sat him down, and shar'd Uieir m^mm^t. 
And feasted was with dainties rare and fine ; 
King Edward's self drunk never better winci 
Then after meat^ his errand he declar'd. 
And how, unless he came he would hare fer'd^i 
-Nevoy, said he, part of my coimsel take. 
And for a season, truce with South'rons make; 
To bear their yoke, that would indeed be ^j, 
.Who are so set to ruin all thy kin. 
Then Wallace said, unto his men shajl be 
No peace, unless ye better like than me. 
' Said Boyd, before this worthy knighl ^ould fall, 
I tliink, 'twere best make peace> though sore it g^ 
For that advice, Cleland pat in his word ; V 

And Adam, heir of Richardtown, concurr'd: * 

As th^ agreed, did Wallace peace proclaim. 
In hopes within few months to gain his aimw 
Then leave they took full sadly on the plain. 
Praying they mightih safety meet again. . i » 

Each went his way ; and Wallace bound to ride . • / 
To Crosbie, with Sir Rannald to abide. 
-In August's pleasing month was cry'd this peace ;[^ -■» 
Aj^l>ia»8 and Jono their contentfdns cease*?- "^ 

SfiSurn grew mild; and all the stars above 
Oaye place to Venus, gentle queen of love. 



CHAP. III. 
Horv Wallace sl(*w the Buckler-plftTfer in (he town of Air- 

But Wallace wi ht, still tholing in his breast 
His country's wrongs^ ait Crosbie could not rest„ 
Much did he gain in travel for tobe> 
And sorely long'd the town of Air to see. 
So with Sir Rannal^ passing on a day. 
Fifteen he took, and to the town went they. 
Disguis'd they went, and m the gate they ftaw^,^ 
An English fencer at t^ weapon Shaw ; 
There as he stood, his buckler in his hand^ 
Wallace near by a looker on did stand. 
Lightly he said, Scot,, dar'st thon try a stroke ? 
Quoth Wallace, yea, gin thou dar'st wit,h them yoke^i ; 
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t^ he stdd, thy nation I defy : 

therewith a fleg at him let fly ; 
)rd so fell was on the buckler cast^ 
rough his hams it to his shoulder past, 
nrtuming to his men again^ 
men made a din^ our fencer's slain, 
a is dead^ what needs there of words maiif > 
n of arms^ then round him 'sembled there. 
::ore at once upon sixteen they set,* 
llace quickly with the foremost met^ ' 
it him with good will a fearful blow, 
rough Iris helmet whatte/d all Ms pow. 
ruck' Another so, the breast aboon, 
ord went clear throughout th' unsonsy lown, 
3om he made, so did his trusty men, 
ny a feckful chiel that day was slain, 
y were wight and well train'd up in weir, 
ish men right boldly did they bear, 
laughter of the enemies they m^de ; 
ardy chief so well about him laid ? 
01 the castle new recruits they spy'd ; 
Wallace seeing, wisely tum'd aside, 
ig itHafest to evite surprise ; 
in war was not more wight than wise, 
irough the throng as by main force he pass'd, 
ams and heads asunder hew'd he fast. 
r retum'd the hindmost in the rear, . 
had brought his men quite out of fear : 
) their horse they went, thereafter rode 
ter safety to the Lagland wood, 
r and nine they fell in that day's fbed, 
th'ron men that nevel'd were to dead, 
nnant to the town did flee amain, 
; the peace with Wallace they had tali'e. 
ercy at the heart was sorely griev'd, 

his men thus wofuUy mischiev'd, 
)f his kinsmen, whom he held ^U dear, 
lain that fisital day in armour clear, 
aoan he made, then to Sir Rannald sent 
d, charging him inc<»xtinent, t 
i to keep from itnarket town and fair, 

to prevent), where South'ron did repair. 

* 4 . 
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The South'ron knew^ it Wallace was alone^ 
That them on this mischance had overthrown ; 
And therefore kept the truce made on their wordj 
And liv'd with other Scots in good accord. 

Now Wallace on a night, from Lagland rade 
To Crosbie, where the knight his uncle bade. 
Upon the. morn, by it was ^peep of day. 
Came in Sir Rannald where wight Wallace lay, 
Shew'd him the writ Earl Fiercy to hin^ sent. 
And did entreat; that^he would give consent. 
To do no skaith to any English born. 
Until the truce was ended which was sworn. 
JJ^aid Wallace, nought of harm's to be*done|)y iper,, 
That you may grieve while I abide with thee. 
.His uncle with him then accorded was. 
And bade him welcome there his time to pass.. 
There did he bide the space of seventeen days, 
Obey'd in ilka thing that might him please. 
But in his mind remain'd another thing. 
Nor could he rest him, though he -were a king ; 
I'ill he his friends, and native landmight. see, 
from thraldqm and proud English; lowns. set frecr. 



BOOK IV. 
CHAP, I. 

How Wallace won the Peel vf Gargunnocki' 

^ I WAS now September crown with fruits and corn; 
For sustenance of ev'ry creature born. 
When many English peers of high renown, 
. In council did convene at Glasgow town. 
Behov*d Sir Eannald Crawford then be. there ;^ 
/For he of right was sheriff bom erf" Air^ 
With him his nephew William Wallace '^^ent, . ^ 
And only servants three, that their intent 
Might not "misc!onstru'd by South'rous stand. 
And thereby bring new mischiefs on the land. ^ 
But long they on their journey had not been,-. 
Ere Piercy's baggage passing by wasseen^^ 
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five men, that were its convoy, march'd beside. 
Of these, two walk'd on foot, and three did ride. 
With tedious journey now their horse were tir'd. 
So they Sir Rannald's from his men requir'd ; 
Whidi mildly when refus'd, with might and main, - 
They robb'd these honest Scots upon the plaiif. 
This Wallace saw, and sorely griev'd was he, • • 
Siich mischief wrought upon his men to see. 
But mindful how his uncle did engage 
His word, h^ now restrain'd hid deadly rage ; 
Yet from his party presently withdrewy 
Burning with anger, and revenge in view. 
To lie in wait for the rapacious breed. 
Who thus had perpetrated tliis foul misdeed. • ^ 
Near to Cathcart did he them overtime. 
And rudely^ straightway in among them brake. ' 
A burnish'd blade that tide did he unsheath, 
Which none provok'd that e'er evited death ; 
Their foreman first, with such good will he gave, - 
That hat and head together off he drave. ; 

Syne on the ground two of his comrades laid> 
The others fled discomfit and afraid. 
While Wallace seizing on their gold and gear, - 
And, passing 'Clyde, got into Lennoic cleat. 

Leaving .his friends his absence to lan^nt. 
With Wallace to pass on is our intent 
To Malcolm then of Lennox, mighty earl. 
His way he took this chief, the Scotiali peai'l. 
The earl received him in a courteous way. 
And much entreated still with him to stay, 
OfTring- tliat he his men should all command ; 
l^ut Wallace grieving for his native land, 
llesolv'd what store of men he might to raise, ) 

To combat in the field for Scotland's praise., 
Stephen of Ireland, exil'd from his home. 
Did there into a league with Wallace come. • ^ 

So did Faudon, a man of dreadful size. 
Of threatening aspect, and iniquious eyes ; 
Seldom he smil'd, was gruesome to the sight. 
And blood and batt'rywere his sole delight: ^ 
With these and sixty more, went Wallace fortli, - 
Tlu;ir valiant march directing to the ncyith^ 
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Full in tlieijf ^ay, upon Gargunfipck hil^ 
The South ton bands had fortified a peel^ 
With chambers meet/ and hall commodious buiH, . 
And strength of men, Mid store of victual- filfd. . 
Wallace this piece determin'd to take in. 
Could it be slily done withouten din. 
Spies having sent, and finding all was right, 
Resolv'd on th^ enterprise that very night. 

^ His hardy men at arms were sent befbre 
To break a bar thfft held the outmost door. 
But they in vain to break it did essay. 
Till Wdlace fretting at the long delay. 
Came on himself, and, with a fuHous shock. 
The bar and steeple all in flinders broke. 
Syne open dr^ve the gate, and there withal. 
Came tumbling down three ell breadth of the wall.' 
Much marvel did his men who saw this storm, 

, And Jiim do more than twenty could perform. 
The passage clear'd, into the house they rush*d. 
And all that did oppose before them pushed ; 
A watchman had a felon staff of steel. 
Wherewith he Wallace thought at once to kill : 
But he, recoiling with a little pains. 
Soon reft it from him, then dang out his braina . 
The captain S3rhe he in the throng did meet, - 
And with the staff soon laid him at his feet. 
His men pursuing slaughtered all the lave : ' ^. 
No men at arms Qiey ordered were to save. 
Women and bairns he would not docmi to die. 
But let them safely pass unhurt and free : 
The gold and wesith the soldiers prey became ; 
But Wallace fought for Scotland, and for fame. 
Sojourning here fourdays, the valVous crew. 
Upon the fifth, northward their march pursue ; 
The Teth they cross'd, and the clear running Ern, 
The morons of their South'roh foes to learn ; 
In Methwin forest choose their next retreat. 
And for the hunting th^re had store of meat ; 
Wallace was pleas'd he now a place had found. 
Where for his men provisions did abound : 
Where now at rest refresh themselves they might. 
Nor more be forc'd at once to fast and fight. 
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Yet for hiinself no dainty fer^ tie sought^ 
So did his country's cares possess his thought; 
But wet or dry was 9till with him the same. 
And cold and hunger welcome if they came, 
Sd did he grieve for Scotlioid's woful case ; 
And such his hatred to the Southron race. 
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GHAP* II. 

How Wallace past to St Jokrutoun, slew the Captain, ani 

won Kittclevin, 

jN^ow Wallace grieving idle thus to be, 

Resolv*d at length St Johnstoun for to see. 

Seven men went with him graith'd fn armour clear. 

The rest he left io Stephen of Ireland's care. 

Changing his name, he entrance soon obtained ; ^- 

Oft heard himself miscall'd, and sore disdain'd. 

But well dissembling his intent he chose 

At a yoimg maiden's mansion to live close ; 

A gentle loving creature,^Tnild and meek, 

Who ofte^Q squeez'd his hand> and clapt his cheek ; 

From her he leam'd how things with South'rcms went i 

For ay to do them skaith his .will was bent, . 

Butler he heard, an aged cruel knight, 

Kinclevih kept, a casUe wondrous wight. 

Glad of the tale, he straightway did repair 

To Methwin wood, among his comrades there. 

SyTie drew them up, and march'd in good array. 

Along the green imdbony banks of Tay. 

Approach''d the castle silently and slow. 

That of his coming South'rons might not know. 

But they within, fearful of Sudden harms. 

Were quickly all a stir, and up in arms. 

Then did a fierce and aruel fight ensue. 

As ever was maintain'd among so few. 

But Wallace still the foremost of the fray. 

Soon gave the English lowns, Tight Scotsman's play^ 

Oft did he pierce their battle through and through. 

And at each onset, many hack'd and slew. 

Butler himself came Wallace to withstand. 

But who could grapple Wallace baud to hand ? 
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Sore did tl^e knight the rash adventure rue ; : 
For with one stroke^ his head in sunder flew. 
Their chieftain slain, thfi remnant English fled^ , 
JBehind theip leaving tlureeacore soldiers dead. 
The castle yielding, after some short stay. 
They set on fire, then brought their gear away. 
^Syne Wallace wisely all his men withdraws. 
And lodges safbly in tl^ Short Wood Shaws. ., 



CHAP. III. 
Sik&ri Wood Shatvs. 

The English, thfen, that in St Johlistoun lay, . 

Soon hearing of this fierce and fatal fray. 

Vowing revenge, a thousand men of weir. 

Sent towards the wood, right a^ful in efFeir. 

These partly Sir John Butler did command, 

A valiant-chief as any in the land. 

Seeking on Wallace well aveng'd to be. 

Who at Kinclevin caus'd his father die. 

The like sought Loran^ who from Gowrie cafne ; • 

For th* umquhile Sir James Butler was his aim. . 

Into the Shaw their men came pouring in. 

Archers and^ spearmen with ^ dreadful din ; 

But Wallace, undismayed, so plac'd his crew, . 

Best to defend themselves, for they were few. , 

Then did a fell and bloody stour begin. 

As scarce before ^n Tay was ever seen. 

Such deeds were wrought, as truly 'twere a crime, . 

Then to describe in -our unlearned rhime. 

How arms met arms, and swords went clishy-clash. 

For rural lays to sing would be too rash. 

Of Wallace is »my chief intent to speak. 

Much did he toil, and oft their ranks' did break.. 

Upon young Butler lighting at the length. 

Against him sole he guided all his sireiigth ; 

A manful stroke at him then letting flee, 

Deftoded underneath a bowing tree ; 

The branch came down so weighty on his head. 

As in an instant fell'd die chieftain dead. 

Loran to see his friend so fall was wo. 

But flew on Wallace an enraged foe* 
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But he, defettdiiig with his awful blade^.. 
Dead at his feetihe doughty younker laid. 
The wortiiy Scota did n«bly all that day. 
And drove their foes with abame at lei^^th away» / 
Seven of their number fell in fight^ no more ; . 
But of the South'ron race at least six score. 
Now fearing lest their, foes should gather new ' 
HecruitSy and them with numrous. bands pursue^- . ^ 
f^ Methwih wood they went ere it was dark, 
j^^d thepce retreated ^nto Elchoke park^ 



CHAP. IV; 

Ifptv Wallace. was sold to the EngUshsnen hyMs LemaiK 

I ■ 

Jt J ERE while they tarry^d WaUace took a bee^ 
-Into his head, that maiden for to see. 
Of whom w^ spoke befonei a firiar's gown, . 
He to disguise his personage puts on. • v 

Then hies them to St Johnstoun might and main| : ^ 

To meet the dante> he was so wondrous fiain. 
There having past a night in wanton play. 
He made a tryst to come another day ;. 
Meantime the South'rons did corrupt the maid 
With gold, to have him when he came, betray 'd. . i 

According to his tryst he came in haste, I 

Incontinent into her chamber past. 

.What they did there, who reads, may rightly speD, , \ 

And certes 'twere unmeet for me to tell. 
Their dalliance past, it smote the damsel's mind. 
To lose a love so trusty and so kind ; 
~ With bitter wailings thc;n to him made known 
^he case, and pray'd him quickly to be gone. 
Her crim&he pardon'd with a loving kiss, 
Wip*d '<!yff her tears,^ nor took her fault amiss, t 
Then straightway putting on her female weed. 
Betakes him to the gate with utmost speed: 
Pass'd unsuspected by all the watch but twain. 
Who wonder'd much at such a sturdy quean. - 

Him they pursu'd, till getting out of cry. 
He faces tum about their strength to try; 
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Puils out a brand v?as hid beneath his weed, . 
And laid upon them till they both were dead; 
Then hastes him to his men he left b^ind> \ 
Such hazard is in: trusting womankintk J 



BOOKV. 

WLtm Wallace escaped out of Si JohmUmn, past to ElcJi/oke 
Park, and killea Faudon, Past to Lochmabane. Biofn 
he won the Castle of Crarirford^ and killed th^ Captain 
thereof. 

Cold Winter now hi» hoarf aspect shows. 

Frost bound the glebe, whilst Boreas fiercely blows; ;' 

Sweepti^ the snow along the rtsiiag hflls, 

Whidi ev'ry glen and slanting hoHow fills: 

Cold grew the beams of the far dittsxit avat. 

And day was done ere it was well beguti. 

Long, dark, and hateful, was the gloomy nigbly \ 

Uncomfortable to each bonish'd wight : 

Who durst not trust a roof to hide their head. 

But sculk from hill to hill, with oautioua dread, \ 

Brave Wallace, having plac'd his sentries right, 

Deem'd it not safis to leave his hold that night; , 

For after his ^escape full well he knew, . 

His disappointed en'^mies would pursue; . 

And so it happen'd. After they made search. 

Finding him gone, they arm'd and made their xxmjfi^y ■. 

Amidst the throng his subtile mi«s, -with speed> 

Convey'd herself away, and sav'd her head ; 

Whilst they enrag'd the South Inch way have tane,- 

Where there two men they found by Wallace slaij;). 

Six hundred strcmg they were> well arm'd and bold, / 

Who round beset our champiqn in his hold, 

A hound they had of wondrous bloody scent. 

Would trace the layer's steps where'er he went : 

A guard he had. The rest the wood beset. 

Looking on Wallace now as in a net ; 

Around the strength Sir Grerard Heron lay. 

While with three hundred Butler made his way 

Into the wood, where valiant Wallace stood 

In shining arms, few were, his men but gopd; 
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N6t one Uyne^m, Now ^^ their pomef to fly, ' -I./ 

Resolv'd ta cat th^ir way, or, bravely di^ ; / ^ - ^^ \- 

The Imrdy cfeief imsheftth'd hk conqa'iii% swonj^" v^^ 

Besought the aid of Heav'n, then gavetl^ YfOTBH . ♦ 7^ 

Fiercely he met hfe bold attaeking^ fbes^ \-. '' 

And quick as li^htmng dealt his fatal bk>ws : y - ^ 

With horrid din, the tempef'd edges deish. 

On coats of steel, whence hasty sparkles flash; - 

But massy arnimir, and de^nsive i^iieltl, 

Must to the nervous arm of Wallace yietci 

Jyike a swol'n current r ashing from a hiU, 

"Which does with wreck the lower valleys fill : 

Thus through the martiid press he made a lanc^ - 

Who durst oppose, no sooner did then dain : 

Forty of which infatuately bold. 

With gaping wounds, upon the ear& lay coid :\ 

Thrice five there- ffell of Scots men, brave and tttte. 

Too great the loss, when good men were so few. 

Our martial hero, thus cuts out his way. 
His men with hasty strides made towards Tay, 
-Thinking to pass, but the attempt was vain : 
Rather, said he, let's die upon the plain. 
Than sink one single djpop of Scotish blood. 
Without rtvengt, in the relentless flood. 
Then with new courage in defence they stimd. 
For Butler in array was near at hand. 
Bathed in blood, and panting for revenge. 
Hastily they met again, and deadis exdiange : 
The youthfid captain of the Scots in ire, 
Us'd to the wars, exerts his gknrious fire. 
Runs through the crowd, mows them down like grasi^ 
Whilst he invulnerable stands like brass ; 
But many of Jiis few with grief he spy'd. 
Whose gushing wounds their shield and coats had dy'd: 
No way he thought on could bring them relief; 
Unless the downfal of the South'ron chi^: 
Him keen he sought, thro' throngs, from place to placfi^ 
Butler, though bold, declined to see his face. 
Amidst strong guards, beneath an aged oak, 
Fvited at this time the fatal stroke. «> . 

Stephen Ireland here, and faithful Kierly, shew d> 
Their valour brare; and irm by WaUoce stood: . 
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Upon the groimd^ at thi« bout, sixty more, - 
Of English slain^ hiy welt'ring in their gore : 
Nine more of Scots were of warm life bereft. 
And only sixteen- now with Wallace left. 
Who got clear off, whilst Butler's wearied rout, . 
Confiis'dly. fled, 'twixt parties they g<^ out 
The English men not knowing where they wenV^ 
Set the slothhound upon the bloody scent, . 
With nose aground Closely she did pursuCy - 
Till soon both parties were in others view ; . 
The enemy pursued on coursers fleet. 
While the brave Scots depend on nimble feet: 
Of rising ground, they had two miles in length, . 
Before they could arrive at any strength; 
Good hope they had for day is now expired, , « 

^ But to their grief ill fat^d Faudon tir'd* 
Wallace was loth Jto leave him on the way, " . 
Lest to >approaching foes he'd fall a prey, 
Urg'd him t'^exert^his sfarength with words of lov^.\ 
But all in vain no further would he move i 
The chief enrag'd, his sword with fury/drew^ ., 
And at one stroke -the lagging traitor slew ; .: 
backward, a lifeless headless lux^ap he lay, . 
While the twin'd head babbled its life away. 
Just was tlie act, he was a villain found. 
Useful in th|s, his blood would stop the hound. 
Sure proof of falsehopd,- short way had they gcme, . 
In prime 4>f years, strong muscles- clad each bone. 
Him thus dispatch'd, Wallace his followers cheers, . 

* Then sprung the mountain swift as. bounding deers. ^ 
Ireland, mean time and gallant Kierly stood, , 
Eastward of Dupline,-in a scroggy wood : • 
By this the stars were twinkling from on high,. , 
From every opening of die cloudy sky. 
Soon as the Eiighsh came where Faudon lay. 
The blood hound ceas'd to track the flier's way ; - 

. Kor farther mov'd, her scent now being sunk, 
in this new stre^ of blood her nose had drunk : • 

, And now they deem'd that the despairing Scots .. 
Had fighting been, and cut each others throats., . :.^^ 

Kierly and Stephen, unknown, niix't with the crowd,> 1 ?! 
That press'd about;^ and Faudon'? body view t\ ; _ . ';M 
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And as Sir Gerard bow'd tp take a l6d(^ . 
Kierly a dagger in his bosom stuck; 
Beneath his armour^ upwHrdvgover the wound^ 
And brought this leader staggering to the ground. . 
Soon as lys men the accident espy'd, 
Treason around^ with mournful shrieks they cne#- 
Justly conyinc'd that this audacious blow. 
Was given by Wallace self or such a foe. 
'Midst this confusion^ aided by the.gloom, . 
The two bravC' Scots escap'd impending doom. 

With grief and madness Butler's colour changed 
As he saw gasping Heron unrevenged. 
Part of his ho3t he sent t' inter the slain^ 
Some to the woods dispatched, some to the plain; 
Whilst he hiuiself with a strong party lay^ 
To guard the passes till returning day. . 

Good Wallace, ever careful of his train. 
Missing his two brave men was filled with pain ; . 
For much he fear*d tliey taken were or slain. 
After vf^n search into the wood he pajst, . 
And safely at Gaskhall arriv'datvlast: . 
Flint gave 'em fire, (ind hunger made 'em bold, ^ 
To take two wedders from a neighb'ring £cAd, . 
On which tliey supp'd.- Meanwhile they heard >i blas^ 
Of a loud horn, at which they stood aghast ! 
Two were dispatch'd to learn who blew this. ham>- 
And long they waited for the spy's return. 
The noise continued still, and drew more near. 
The horrid ^in disturbed the dhieilain's ear. 
Two more he sent, but none retum'd again ; 
Which fiird his doubtful mind with rage and paict; 
The other nine he sent Ulem one by one. 
To find tlie. rest: Thus was he left alone. 

The awful sound Increas'd -still more and more. 
Louder and louder swell'd the dreadful roar, y 
Which made him tremble who ne'er shook before. 
But soon his dauntless sword he did colleet. 
Then, sword in band, with daring front erect, ' 

Mov'd to, the Ifate.; where, to his' odd surprise^. . ' 

The frightful Faudon stood before his eyes. 
Holding his bloody head inihis right hand! . - :; '•''* 
fipon Wijaac^ d»ew a pi:Q8S fmd luu^deis staiwt^ ::-n^ ^^^ 
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•At him the apparition threw his head^ 
. But Wallace caught it by the hair with spee<l> 
And thiew it badk. Yet dreadful was his fright; 
For well he knew it was some hellish spright. 
That mock'd his sword. Straight up the stairs he Me^r, 
And soon himself out of a window threw. 
Thence up the river hastily he ran. 
Never so affrighted since he was a man. 
Backward he torn'd his eyes from whence he c«me>'. 
And thougiit he saw the tow'r all in a flame. 
While on the top did frightful Faudon stand 
With a prodigious rafter in his hand. 

But whether vested with compacted air, • 
In Faudoh's shape some demon did appear. 
Or, if the ling'ring Soul, expell'd with pain» 
Strove to reanimate the corpse again. 
Leave we to those, who, with unweary'd eye, . 
Explore the latent depths of dark philosoph3\ 

And now, his followers lost, the mournful chief 
Stood wilder'd in his thought, o'erwhelmed with gtit£i 
Darkling he took his way, depriv'd of reit, ' 

While black ideas rankled in his breast. 
His soul w«s in amaze, nor could he find 
What Heav'n by this mysterious scene de^ign'd^ 
Yet still his rage the distant en*my sought. 
And fierce revenge boii'd up in ev'ry thought. 
As thus he roam'd with clashing doubts opprest^ 
That tore his soul, and battl'd in his breast ; 
Gay mom awakes, and, with enliv'ning ray, 
Smiles on the world, ajid guidesthe rising day* 
Butler, invited by the smiling scene. 
Forsook his bed, and sought the pMns unseen f 
There view'd how piensive Wallace all alone, _ 
Incessant sigh'd, and made a piteous moan ; 
And rightly guessing that he was a foe. 
Demands his business with a contracted brow. 
Nor stopt : but spurring quick his fiery horse 
With rapid haste precipitates his course. 
Wallace unmov'd, tli* impetuous shock sustdns, . 
And awful joy his gloomy brow sereUes. 
Straight rising to the blow, he aim'd a wound. 
And brought his en' my stagg'ring to the ground. 
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Now 8eiz'd>his hors^ mounted^ and, with lotme rrinff^ 
Fdrsoak the places and 6hot i^oss the plains, 

A soldier vieVd his hapless leader's fate. 
With ardent eyes, and kindling into hate, 
Wing'd forth his spear that whistled in the wind. 
Drove o'er the knight, and,miss'd the mark assigjoi'd: 
But now the enemy, with superior m%ht, 
* Besets the roads, and intercepts his flight. 
Collecting all himself, brave Wallace stood, 
Saw how they rag'd, and panted after blood : 
And drew his sword, that with tempestou^swaj^ 
X)ealt fate around, and cut a sanguine' way. 
Three j»t>8trate on the plain of sense beref t^ 
And stifTning into death the victor left: 
The tainted grass imbibes the flowing blood,. 
That gush'd amain, and ting'd die ambient floo^: 

But as a torrent with impetuous pride. 
From some ste^p mountain pours its rapid tide^ 
Then swell'd by meeting riv'lets rolls amain. 
With tenfold roar and swallows ^up the plain; 
So with succtsaiYe troops the foe renei^'^d. 
Condense apace, and thicken to a crowd. 
The chief retires, intreprid and serene. 
While twei^ fdes unsoul'd, ddoiti ^icT^tal scentSr 
Fearless he inches back. His sword on high. 
Refulgent, flaming, adverse to the sky. 
Still ey'd his enemies, with greedy view. 
And, Parthian like, still womwI^ as he flew. - " 

And now the foes no more inflame the war, , 
But roar in ^nter sounds, and menace from afar. 
The panting knight, now ceas'd from warlike carg, 
BecUnes'supine, and brea^.the cocking air. 
Now had the night. assum'd her still command,. 
And spread her sable conquiests o'er the land ; 
Darkness alone sat. low'ring all around. 
And more than midnight hoiror cloth'd the grounds 
Our hero,; weak and faint, pursues his way, 
Involv'd in gloom, without one glimpse of day. 
The drea^ wilds, with fens and mire o'erspread. 
Retard his passage, mid his sitqj^ mislead. 
His hotse grown restive, and o'«rcome with paiit, 
F.eU giddy to the gcound^ and press'd the- plain*. ^m 
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Wallace on foot toils out his lonesome patB, 

Now plung'd in fensj now lost in rising heath;' 

Revived' by Heav'n, at length to Forth he came, 

That through the country rolls its awful streamn. - 

Circling' it runs, and, with majestic pride^ 

Into old ocean disembogftes its tide. 

Upon the gloomy margin Wallace stood, 

Alone and fearless plung'd into the flood. 

With nervous arms, he stems the surging wavesi • -^ 

Dashes the tide, and all its horrors braves. 

His well'try'^d sword cuts out a liquid path, 

And guides his course through watVy seenes^^ of death;* 

Fainting, he made the land ; his veins all chilPd, 

With numbing colds that through his vitals thrill''£' 

For winter now had tempested the air. 

And with bleak aspect froze the aged year r 

Winle the far distant sun, with slanting ray, 

Obliquely shone, and scarcely lit the day.' 

The knight from towns and cities keeps aloof^ 
Secure beneath a widow'^s lowly roof: 
Who, with a libVal hand, relievM his wants ; 
Fonded his breast, and soothM his bursting plaints^- 
To needful rest he now applies his head ; 
But firflt (she maid dispatch'd, with cautious drea4*^ . 
To view Gaskhall; that burning seem'd of late ; 
To traee his followers, and find out their fate. 
Now coming sleiqf> spreads alllier bklmy charms, • 
And clasps the heroin her silken arms ; 
Within a darksotne wood, securely laid> 
-The shrubs his pillow, and^he grass his bed : 
Attending, tjie kind widow's son stood near. 
And guards his shimbers with officious care. 

A priest beheld the chief compos'd to rest. 
Drew near, and thus his puny fears expressed : 
'Behold the patriot now, whose puisisant hand, ^ 

* Must rid us of the foe, and free our land ! 

* Alas ! good vent'rous youth, how weak he lies, 
' Expos'd to raging storms and wintry skies ? 

' Trembling he aleeps, and verging on despair^ 

' Obnoxious now^ every femide snare.' 

The chief wak'd at the sound, flung up, enrag'xl ! ■ , 

* I'm not/ he oried, * so feebly e^uipag'd : 
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'* My arm and fortitude assert my rigM^ 
^ And all my honest actions dare the light. [[swoard, 
' While Scotland's wrongs, edge keen, my well try'»d 
'* I'll never poorly own a foreign lard> 
* And thou, inglorious priest, untouched remain, 
' And owe thy li£e alone to my disdain.' 
He said, and w:ith his nephew tum'd aside. 
Recounting how he plow'd the foamy tide. 
Dark and alone ; while his -poor ebb of blood. 
That flowed amain, distain'd the crystal flood. "* 
And how, to finish all his other woes. 
His men had fallen a prey to cruel foes. 
The priest o'erhearing cry'd, dear son, behcdd 
How Heaven confirms what I but now foretold^ 
Thy friends are lost, thyself aloof from aid, ^ 

To all th' assaults of fortune open laid. 
Forbear to tempt thy fate, give up thy sword. 
And own great Edward for thy rightful lord. 
No more. Fierce Wallace stem'd his brow and cry'd. 
My life alone shall the long strife decide ; 
Thy tainted words venom the ambient air. 
Cut thro' my soul, and aggravate my care. 
My countiy *s wrongs xnry for revenge aloud, . 
And*this good swo^ is keen. It thirsts for blood. 
And only can be sated with a flood. 
But while he spake, with hasty strides drew near, 
Ireland and Kierly still to Wallace dear ; 
As sorrow late a sovereign sway possess'd. 
Smiles kindle in each cheek, and joy in ev'ry breast. 
While the vast pleasure that each aspect wears, 
'Too big for words, now vaits itself in tears : 
The chief beheld the scene of gra^ul wo. 
And now his kindly show'rs with theirs united flow. 
♦The wondrous friends their dubious fates review. 
And with amusing talk prdiong the interview. 
How they had mingled Heron witli the slain. 
And, unobserv'd, escap'd the fatal plain ; 7^0 

By this came back tlie aervant, ^nd reveal'd 
What dismal scenes she every where beheld. 
How goary coaxses strew'd the purple groumf; 
And death in bloody triumph stalk'd around/ 
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No loi^r here the hero would vemain^ 
Biil left the wood with his small faithful train. ^ 
And hepe the wictow merits endless fame^ 
Who cheerful with her eons to WaUaee Came^ 
Both in the bloom (^sprightly y^mth^ 
Endu'd with courage^ loyalty^ and truth : 
Them she made over to his guarc^n care> 
To bear fatigues, and learn the. arts of war« 
Brave heroine with manly virtue blest. 
Her country drove die mother from her breast? 
The chief set forth, adom'd with arms and horse. 
And held that night to DundafF heath his course. 
"^ Graham then possess'd these lands ; an aged knight i 
Who with reluctance own'd tyrannic might ; - 

But now, alas ! in his last ebb of life. 
He liv'd aloef from glorious feats of strife ; 
His arm no longer could the faulcheon wield, 
Nor shine in fulgent arms, and sun the field. 
A son he had, with every grace endued. 
Youth, honour, gallantry, and fortitude : ' 
His country's welfare triumph'd in his breast, 
Tinctur'd each thought, and all his^sou^ imprest. 
Him the old sire, with ceremonial care. 
On bis good sabre drawn oblig'd to swear. 
The rugged paths of honour still to tread. 
Wherever Wallace and his virtue leafd. 
Three times the night renew'd her gloomy reign, 
While here the gallant warrior did remain. 
As the fourth mom her purple cliamls displays. 
And paints the cheek of day with orient rays ; 
' The chief set out, his pupils by his side, > • 
IVopos'd among his friends with him to ride. 
Wallace yet conscious of his recent fault. 
How int(^ jeopardy his men he brought. 
Deny'd the suit, until his better care, 
Coidd with jiew force of arms revive the war. 
Now to Kilbank, he bent his <*ourt apace. 
In martial pomp, and quickly reach'd the place^ 
The knight, to every soul a welcome guest, 
£njoys the love of all, and fills eadi breast. 

♦ Sir John. 



Elis nephew here presides in bloom of yea^ 
^nd chteirful gladness, in his aiqpect wears. 

-Meanwhile the unwelcome news to Piercj' eaam^. 
3f our young hero's acts and growing fame. 
EIow with a run of conquests he had slain 
His foes^ and aU their cities ^»rm'd and ta'en : 
Isper in ^>eech> and swell'd with vengeful s|nte^ 
Piercy demands what ehelter held the kmght ? 
Knd sure cry^d out would he h^ warfare oeasf, 
A.cknowledge Edward^ and amsept of peeuoe^ 
Soon might our kir^ with unresisted sway^ ' 
rhrough Scotia's bleeding vitals urge his way 
Wallace would quickly tame the rugged nortii^ * 

Inspire our men^ and oaU their courage forth. 
But still his rage a cruel rancei|r feeds^ « 
And bursts in winged thuufder cm our heads ; 
S^es iUumin'd widi interior lights 
Who search the depths of fkte^iHByiers'd in nighty 
These have foret<^ how Wallace, great in arms. 
Shall fill our plains with war and fierce alarms. 
The chief, meanwhile, with active thoughts employ'd, 
A messenger dispatdi'd to Blair and loyd. 
I'^ame catch'd tiie news, and spread the welcome soundl, 
]n buzzing whispers quickly all around : 
His friends convene apace, in g^th'ring swarms^^ 
Inur'd to war, and t»:ed to leats of arms ; 
But Blair, above the rest for learning fiun'd. 
The first place in our lier<e> bosom daim'd : 
With early infancy their love began, 
A^d grew as ripening youth shot up to man. 

Thus danc'd the rosy minutes, and the chief. 
Securely liv'd at large, remote fi'om grief: 
His transports now run high, his cares decrease^ 
And every hour is mark'd with smiling ease. 
}lis friends with cheerful looks his orders wait., 
And all his wants well pleas'd anticipate. 

But now far diff rent cares engross his soul. 
And all the manly rage of war oontroul. 
Love bound the hero in his fiow'ry chains ; 
For over all the god unbounded reigns. • 
In Lanark dwelt the fair. Well known to fame, 
fpr matchless beauties crown'd the charming oan^ 
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Now in her spring of life she grew wpac^, 
Spreading to bloom and crown'd with every graei^ 
The Syrens with persuasive eloquence^ 
Charm'd from her lips and beautified her sense, ^' j^^ 

While piety adds lustre to her name. *- * 

Wallace beheld and own'd the pleasing flame : 
The print of love new stampM his ductile hreBstt, 
And with soft characters his soul imprest. '^^ *,.. 

As Vaves, impell'd by waves, hisTwind is toirt, * • - ' \ 
And in the sjH^ading sea of passion lost, -■'.-. ;; 

Love tears his boscmi, shoots along his veins, f ' ''^i 
And a wild anarchy of thoughts maintains ! ' - ^ '.\ 

Now, with fresh warmth his martial flames awake^ 
And he th' ignoble chain attempts to break. 
The fair arises n6w in all her charms. 
And with soft fires his languid bosom warms. 
The youthful knight iippatient of his'wtound. 
With strange disorder-fbwls his eyes around : 
Tries every mean^ and strives to quell the smart | 

That tore his breast, and stung his bleeding heart. '^ 

Now maz'd in doubt, and with strange tumults fill*d> 
The lover thus his secret panes reveal'd. 

' What, shall I then give up my breast to joy. 
And all my schemes of f\iture wars destroy ? - '% 

Shall I tlius lose myself in pleasing dreams. 
While Scotia's welfare all my bosom clsiims : 
No, this I stifle the inglorious flame. 
And raze the image of the beauteous dame. 
Rise, glory, rise I assume thy wonted charms. 
And take me panting to thy sanguine arms, 
ril drown each thought of her in war and loud alarms.' 
Kierly beheld how Ae young warrior strove. 
In Vain to quell th' unruly pangs of love ; 
How obstinately good, he scom'd to know. 
All but the dear unhappy country's wo. 
No cheering bliss glids o'er his gloom of cares. 
No sprightly joys his anxious bosom shares ; 
Fain would the friend his dreary cares beguile, ' 
When thus he answer'd with an artful smile : 
' And what tan wound the strictest patriot's name> 
• By wedding virtue in^so fair a dame; ' !l 
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;e a]l your tboiigl^tg imin'est by l^ve^ftriAe, 
oy the inai4 b<>Wd yoars by Du^tiid #«s. 
'8 chaste and vir^upus^ iiino<^lit«w4 good: 
can her lineage, eyer^^taln ywr jb^pc^. - , 

^n'rous man/ rep}y'd t|ie ytpvidkmg chiefs 
I wouldst thpu hiaire me. di^pate my grief ; < -. 

He Sco^^nd w^pf|,^lN[ie^.p^1tJ}er dearest blpod^ 
I floats to ruin dpjni ^ cspimson flood, 
important. jpQW de^deS(}ier/iLiture state^ 
I see the soalest are h^u^ J30 ,W!^gh her &te. r 
lie we're tj)e onjy fri^^t^t ,^e can bopBt^ 
poanterpoise jH b^y 111^^ 
r every thoug]bt inmidi ^.«Q(€^n8e^ 
b% with conquest or yvj^ deaft should r^ ; 
i sure while Scotia's enemes remain, 
nerving lostre i^hould eyer sue in yitin. 
' And what is^lpve ? 
hipg but /oily, glaring empfymt^; "^ 
iminate and frothy all its bliss; f 
leetingjoy. Sure then itpannot^be, 
it love and war at once should re^ in me, 
: love^ they say, our brutal rage du^arois, 
ines our ardour and qur co^n^ge w^rm\; ^ * 
. that is only when the fdir one's kind, 
len blooming hopes cUstend the lover's mind, 
en bliss and bieauteous conquests ist^nd confess'd, 
i life redoubled h^ves withiit bis breast. 
; -when the virgin nou^t but frowns bestows, 
r hears his nm'rous pll^nts or dying vows ; 

I then hi|9 very majogfiood melts iiway> 

tears by nighty and. mournful sighs by d^y. ; 

more his breast the sprightly trum]^et charms, 

jnore he joya in war and shining arms. 

r nation groans beneath k load of woes, 

d calls on. us against her, cruel foes : 

d ^oiidd such ^nduct suit a warrior's mind, 

>r women are uneon^^nt or unkind,) ^ 

10, hefose man and Heaven's all seeing eye, 

fst bravely conquer or as bravely die.' 

warrior J^ke, with indignation spoke ; / . : 

le a^er from his eyes like lightning broke. 
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Yet in his bosom love the tyrant pky'dj "^ 

And laugli'd sectire at what his fury isaid. -'.'^.^ 

The chief at last perceiv'd, with anxious paia^ ' '% 
That still imperious love maintained his reign. " *'"^ 
What could he do? with utmost rare h^ stroVe, ■r'^v- 
Now to oppose^ and now to fly from love, }'^\ 

In vain. The god still with the angler's skai, * " ' J^' 
Or mock'd his force, or play'd him to the full. '^ 
Kierly beheld how love his strength defiefsy ''^J 

Battles his soul" and triumphs in his eyes ; * ^' 

And whilst the chief, who ne'er before had sigh'd, • '; 
Groan'd with a load df grief; he fondly thus i^ly^|! 

* Why does my lord create himself ^s pain.^ li -^tf- 
' Why strive with love? yet^ver*striv6 in vaih.;. '-^ 
^ Give up thy conquest, dissipate thy c^e, ; - *^' 

* Make way f^. bliss and for the lOVely feir: *^^''?'^ 

* The fair makes fll the hero's rage refin'd, - "\^ '- 
' New strings hi^jn^; and cheers his drooping nfil^/ 

* While in his sc^Qf^Jp awful goddess reigns, ' '^ " 
^ A double life his bosom knows, a double life his vt^s. 
This said, th^ advice with tender zeal express'd, V 
With poison'd steps stole silent to his breast. 
And joy, unbidden, all his soul possest. 
Meanwhile, with ebbing force as thus he strme. 
To stem the rage of fierce prevailing love, ■ J 
A' maid approach'd, who from the fair one came, \ 
(For love had fir'd her breast; widi hidden flame, Y 
And brought this message from the beauteous dame.)f; 
^liranda feeiids, to honest fame well known, 

* Fond to behold her country's bravest son/ 
The chief amat'di' impatient of delay, 
"" I go,' he cried, ^«nd bade her urge her way/ 
Through secret paths they went and shunn'd the town 
And reach'd<the house^ecure, perceiv'd by none. 
While severely good, and wondrous kind. 
Wish'd for his safe approach with anxious mind ; 
The, lovers met, and now a modi^ kiss. 
Lifts uptthe hero's soul to laughing bliss. 
Love feels the akrm, starts up in fond Sui!{nrfse, ' 
And through his veins anew impetuous flies, 
Inflame»lus «oul and sparkles through hii» eiyes^ 
His sparkling' eyes that gently rolling playM, 
In hers, beheld l>right virgin love betray''d. 



^Lud whilst a bliusih that r^dden'd mr her &ce, . - 

Mats out a mocf^st £mySrmih V9^ ^fSfOB : 
kfew'd tx> .the hig^st ^raia of j^Hw^ 14li soul 
i!!Uiiiid flcavce th'iiag^tuoua ti|i^£Q^ ] 

But dDL was still, and.iill;w|a^ci^ around^ 
Polite thus the ^^D&xjSpgil^ 'm nectar'd sound: , 
J^^psni^ideed hhie^ li^ldisi^.^ tell, 
' l%MP#ni diat imn^mj '^9$Miaf^\ p^ so well. 
' JMad would. ibeicpd^ efai.»»lh:iay:i]^ to please, 
^ 3lie chirf diat hraiirely i^jilii ipglt^mis. e93ej^* 

, 1 5 WhUe Scotia i^ 
' iU^l how much she neei^ uolu^y xtoYU 
' fSfk^g^ a warrior and^ifrieadas you. 
'fiar bravest sons by cruelibes are slain, 
^j^|[^ ftw her firiostdsi abl bii{^ss friends rem^n, 
^Wftu while I qfNuik^ I ^scaree can boast ai^ hour, 
' (Xr oCiu^ li£e aii^jM>nour 
'Bklf.loving chMtrmum'd: ' OhI te^ diyfne, 

* Your bleeding wrcmgs the giovM||Mai80 shall join ; 
*,Jl^ whilst tteidiundtring ba$dSlmidest rings, 

*. Arid thousand deaths appear on fatal wings ; 
^Inflam'd by am'rous rage and, aiding love, 

* like 'death himself through groaning bands Til move. 

* And while the thoughts of thee wing every blow, . 

* How iirell I love the gasping wretch shalLHnaw. 
*MqX by ypn awful heavens, had iiot-my mind, 

* With hopeless Scotia 'gainst her foes combin'd, 
1 I'd. never leave you by th* immortal powers, 
'My soul wou)d mix and-lose. itself in yours. 

' Yet, next to God, and to mycqjintry's care, 

' Yon all my tlioughts.and aU.my breast shall share.' 

With fond dispoiHTse thus talk'dtthey out the day. 

While hours, well (leased to hear, crowd hour&away. 

Till Wallace saw the night on high display'd. 

And with reluct^ce left the weeping maid. 

With hea^T' heart he held tlie dreary way. 

And join'd his firiepds 'Uiat WMid'red at his stay. ' 

Now, from the fair reraov'd, our -hero strove. 

By warfare to divert>the pangs of love. 

Fir'd with the-thought^ he chokes tlie rising sigh, 

And fondly seeks the distant «nemy ; 
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VVho in LodfHin(abati«ik»dM4|'fte€<ttre;^ ^'-'^ • • ^ - ''^' 
FuH grown in aiTogance> M#ftalli'd-^widi'^^<»wery / ^^i 
Clifford, inhuman* youUi; ]faM^ ^cAief eoimnia^ ' '""^ 
And spread his t^i^eonque^s^o^r^il^daki. * > ^^^ 
.Now Wallace scareehad r^aeh-d ^e '^]lt;f^ld«Fii, ^^ 
(Conceal'd hid name, his comntry^^nlyl^oaii^j) -^ i./iW 
When, swell'd wiUi^malice, ^liffc^d 90H^t)idiiBiflli^> #' 

" Appriz.'d', the knight pttFtaestibe haughty l<3^^ ^^'^' 
Th' affroi^ lent weight aiid-fUryto»hi8<^sW(^f^^^^''^ '^^' 
Urg'd home/ the. thirsty faulliBon'fleught: hisi side, 7 
Transpierc'd hitf iheflirty4llld lil^Dilk the vi^ iit' 

Sated tlie chieftain l^ft^ the town. ^And^neiw, ^<# 
Wing'd with revmigefiil fp^ hisPfoes pursue : ^^%^ 
The kiiijghl-eeeene thin waiii'd his ^iliiAliMIHeSfcifs^rn^^ 
' Bcihold die ragiqg^Q'my^his^^v^y teads^ ^ ' ^ ' 

* Leave we the/plalns, and y(»uikrrthkket8 olinilv '^^J 
' Trusting th* event ^o ftyjvidenoe attd tkne.' ^ '^ 

His friends, relucjtan^; hear the • strict command, '■ *^\ 
Stehtiy retire, and ey#^lhe approaching band. ***i 

By this, with hasty stride, the ;foet^AW' near; '^'^ 

Their burnish'd arms reflect a gleam severe : 'A 

With fulgent light they shone. The stedy blase, ^ 
Shot full' against the sun -with mingling rays. * 

Their arrows now with certain speed they aim'd, i^' ' 
And woundfiid Blair' for wit and valour famM. ^^ 

Wallace beheld him hieed, and ^r*d to rage^ '^ 

Turn'd instantly, in order to eng^e. f 

^ His little band,<'in dubious war- w^ll tried^ / 5 

Hush on the num'rous foe with gen'rous' pride. 
And now, with adverse^ shock, l£e warriors met, "" ^ 
Each urg'd^the j^ht, nor thought of base retreat : 
~The South'ron army, thinn'd with num 'rous slain. 
In multitudes lay grov'ling 4on' the plain. 
But stillj^in gadi^ring^ erowds> new troops advance; 
The fields resound, the neighing coursers prance. 
-M^ireland, the flower of mrms, moves to the ^eld. 
Lighting his eyes, his arma keen splendour yield. 
His waving plume nods terribly from far. 
And whitens with its foam the tide of war. 
With boiling rage, his heaving bosom glows. 
And martial terror gloqms upon his brows. 
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And meditM<5» ib<d>Fuji^v9&th^ clay^- ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ t t 

In vain the d/^undesa 3co^: ^II^P|i^ ^MIk 
Close yvpdg'drtlxey B%axidT^^1i^diS€iy^m^4i^^^^ ,*, 
And now both si^eS aa^jolti^ 9S^ pxo^^f .vie> 
Thicken8-th^.coB|b^,£^^y«80|ind8 the sk : 

Rode tbimd^rii^,$]^g9li^JL ,^€^ tepo^^t g£ tlie field, 
/Where Moreland ra^d; I0d) iniili ai|>a^'rou8 blow. 
Full on hig^ntckdiyides t|^.lN9iie intwo^^ 
No mpre the joints tlie di^y b^ad sustain^ 
The haughty cbierrush'd h9a4lpng to that plain. 
Seizitig^liis horse^ the knight; with active care. 
Revives again tb(ec thunder of the war : 
ilispk'd fVom^^av^n, with -more than human^ii||gh^ 
His arm aloneinc^inefi tib^' scale of fi^t» 
Around the v^dant ^gr#3S: is ^Xig\im^jjla0(0 
And heaps on heaps e&pke pn evea^'fiS^ 
The English now, their chieftaiajost^ g»ve way^ 
DeadSied with fear^ and faU an ea^ prey ; *- 

Now to the town, th^ra^^d steps thi^bend. 
Throng to thev castle^ Mf^i in haste ascend ; 
Their haggar'd eyes their inward fears disclose/ 
And look a voic;^, and spe^ their direful woes. , v 
Graystock^ tlj^eir g^nerat herflt at ease resid^^ 
Who scorns .their terrors, and their fears derides^ 
And now, his s61diers arm'd^ the^fbri he leaves. 
And with fresh powers tlie fainting war revives. 
Wallace, meanwhile, the bloody scene had left^ 
With victo^, ptHj of one &iend bereft. 
And dad in arms; he shot an bon light ; 
The en'my S4W, and cuiu^'d the unwelcome sight* 
* Oh ! don't Aey cry'd, * our doom anticipate, 
' Return, nor brave th* impiei^ing burst of fate. , 
' Yonder ! behold th' valiant godlike kinght, 
^ Whose mi^ty arm alone lays waste the fight/ 
/ Ha ! dastaqfa ! ci^'d the general with a &own, 
^ His strei^gth owes being to your fears alone/ 
And spurred his hor^e. Now Wallace^ firom afar, 
^ Beheld th' increaMn^ , tumult of the war j ^ 
Nor could he tempt the storm, that with new -roary 
"pUsi^'d dreadful, menacing his scaiity;.pow*r ; 
, And now, o'ercome with toil, his horse g^ye o'er. 
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Meantime^ despatdi'd by fteav'B^ imnioitai findltiE^ 
Back'd with hia friendva btave rednue <*aiBe. > ~ J' 
Thrice ten hisied, a small but faithful trains 
Each could mm*k red the field with num'rous elidn^ ^ 
And the whole temp^est of the war sustain. ' 
The battle joins. And clamour^ shouts^ and criei^ ;^| 
Ring through the plains^ and tear the vsmlted die8^l''V;^{ 
Graham now, witli ardent*eycs his frieh^wxpss^^^^^ 
And sent toev'ry quarter timely aid ; '"^y?^ 

Himself, meanwhile, from plaee to place engag'd/-^^ 
'SVhere the storm roar'dj and where the thickest i'a§^^ 
Roish'd through the war that bleeds in ev'ry vein, 
Like some 'fierce tide, andsweep'd the standing plalil^ 
Wallace on foot cuts out a sanguine path, • ^'*- 

And steins the^ flood of war, and braves impmiding S0ki 
Restless he fights, with -blood and dust besmear'd/ " H " ^ 
Reaping the fieldr where nought4)ut fate appear'dt "'/'\ 
And thus th' intrepid fe^ still urg d thein course^ , 'xf 
Eachj in himself, a war, an army's force. , .»-'♦* 

fiut now the/oe repidif d with foul disgrace, ' J M • 
^I'heir chajnpion in ^e front|iretreats apace. ^' ; ; 

While W^Iace, yet unwearied, urg'd the diase. " "^^^ 
Before him Graham, active as lightening flew, 
Mix'd with the crowd, and all* promiscubus slew.* 
The knight beheld, and check'd his vulgar^ rage, r . -^ 
That stoop'd with the low rabble to engagej^ '-- • 

* Away,- he cried, nor thus disgrace thy sword,- ^-^ 

y Yon flying driefs w^ll nobler stores^afford,* I; 

He said. The youtlif til heroes shoot along 
With rapid haste, and reach the distant tlirong. ^ 

Fierce Grey stock, ftow abandon'd by Iiis pride, - 

Nought but despair appeared on ev'ry «ide. 
(iraham sought the haughty cAief. And now on higik, 
His sword that flam'd and ligKten'd in the sky, . 
With whirlwind sound descends, and cleaves hi»'head; 
No force of motion could the stroke impede : 
The yawning chasm well'd out a purple flood, 
F6rth ru^h'd the soul eflus'd with gushing bloodi -' 
Wallace, meanwhile, dealt ruin all around, - 
And with dead corpses strew'd th« blushing groundw: • 
The enemy still experienc'd his poweri 
And those who felt his arm harassed the Scots no mote^ 
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The chase now finish'd, the brave warriors meet. 
And with kind intercourse of souls imte^. 
The knight well pleas'd his panting Sda^ espies». 
With joy his besom glows, with traQ8|Mrfe8^lul Us eyes f 
Her visage rough'n'd into jtrowns ere wUle>. , %# 
Assumes the softer beauties of a smile; 1 

Fair victory sai bloemui^ on his head. 
And all aroimd ha% sacred blessings shed. 
But now the «un i^d di^fwn with &£ng light. 
Red Vesper took his post. Arose th« n%l^ 
On hills of slain the, scarlet. heroes sat, 
Pond'ring new toils of war in dose debate. 
Pale Scotia still h€T bleeding veins displayed. 
And pointing to the foe^^ and call'd aloud for aid. 
Fir'd With her wrongs, and with new anger fraught*^ /^ 
They steel their hearts, and bar each milder thought; 
Nor sated with the vengeailce of .the day. 
To Lochmabane directly take their wiyu, 
And now io aid their rage, a night of Sides 
Muffles the sky, and the paie moon invades. 
No i^ars appeared in the dark finmunenty.. 
As if their everfcsting^ oil W$a s^ntt J 
laone midnight silence queird each whisp'ring sound. 
And spread his gloomy pinibHts. all around, ■ .' ^ 

,Canceard, the wary spies rode on before. 
The destin'd town in order to explore. 
With darkness 'velop'd sopn they reach'd the gate. 
Where watching, all alone, the keeper sat. 
With silent rage tiiey aim'd a random wound. 
And laid the felon prostrate on the ground. 
The following baud came on with hasty pace, 
Breathing revenge,, and quickly made Uie place. 
The gleanings of the. field they here surprise, "^ 

Resounds the house with damour, shrieks, and cries, \-^ 
While terror wildly peeps forth from their eyes. / ^ 

Nought but the groans of wretches now is heard. 
Where mirth and iU-tim'd riot late appear'd. 
^ 'Twas now past ebb of night, and dawning mom 
Appear'd on infant smiles and blushes borne; 
Tiie victors now quite spent with tolls of war. 
Give o'eri and panting breathe the fragrant air. 
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Reclin'd^ ihiy j^f!a4Iy take a short repast. 
To satiate nati|ri^8 calV not please tlie taste : r. 

That dohe, 'witf^iifen'rous wmc they brim the b^ 
Each quaffs anil'sifieks the nfectar tohia sdul> 
The dancing tiafe rolls through e^ch Imi^d^V^fny 
And swells fhem with o'erfl^wihg ^^utns a^iki^ ' 
Sated, at length, they leave the htimbl6S%hirti, j;^' 
The fortress takten/ and thfewf foes oTerffitdii^j. - ^^ 
And bent their cet&i^eto wh^n^ in<pefciioii^ €lyde4\ ^^^ 
Through prccipices^pouris itls foiithy tidei ; ^' 

With raany wand'ririg rolMf, the circling stTe^m^ ''"^ 
The pride of rivers, arid the poets* thejSie. 
Now grateful slutnb^r ci^^ps o'er all ajkice, \J 

^rid fondt^ their senses 'nWm a soft ehibracei. • '^ 

Witliin a darksome valfe, retired, they lay — 

At ease fVom" all the blbody toib of d^y ; 
'Ihrough ev'ry limb the «ofl infection crept, ^[^'^ 

And* guardian ^ayels watch 'em, as they slept. ' ^ ^"^^^ 
A fort remdh'i^^'here^ iili'd with rage and spile^^ ^^* 
The enemy rul'd and^ti^umjflli'din their mightV 
While thus secure the slutnorifig warriors lay. 
Wild fancy now assumes iiilemal sway: 
Stfll to theSr sleeping thoug^its the fort arbise. 
And hagg'd their dreams, Stid shook them from iepoA^. 
Th' ipverted scale of Heav*n now weigh'd up n^fil^ 
Sunk was the sun, and fdded was the light. 
Waking, at length, unseen they leave the vale. 
The fated place'determined t' asisail. .* 

Wallace, before the rest, went forth alone. 
With ekger speed, and reach'*d the guilty town^. * . 
And here a hideous noise insults his ear. 
Of drunken mirth, unlike the voice of war. 

' Ehrag'd, the chieftain gave the ordered sigh. 
His friends throng in, and all their powers combined 
With adti ve care the gates they first possest. 
Then guard the pass^es, and the strength invest. 
Wallace firfet sought the house, inflam'd with hateV ^ 
That sunk in luxury the captain sat. 
Unsheath'd his sword, and aiiii'd a certain blow, 

", That huri'd to shades of night the abandoned £oe. 
With equal rage he gave to fate the rest. 
And mingled with their blood their horrid feast. 



Sw to the steepy roof, & Jmiiig brand ; 

The red contagiQii^ hhzmg, fieiv; along^ 

l^^ii crackling roar^ and scordfd the trembling throngs 

And now the rudd^rnan whiri& mat ji^^ 

Swells in the wind^ ancLtriumphs to tiici tlqr. 

Wi)d shri^s widon, and yeUi^ of de^air^ 

A blended hantot i rend the midQight ^t, 

And now the turret ground^ apod sSl arbuRd, 

With bursts of :ihfiiider, tumbled to the ground : : . ^ 

It ^lU, 4uid ervah*d^ Aie wretdies underneath. f 

8om as the raotext mom renew'd the dwy, ^ 

lll»'victQrs oac^U^siik the place^aurvey, ^- 

nia^ now m amoakiaf heaps of mbbiajj^ky ; ^f 

The works that stood thi^ le^^d/witttthagri^d. 
And spread a gen'sal ruin i^ anouhd*^ 
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BOOK, VI.. 

' AkaUMENT. 

WUiter being past) and the summer adTancing, Wallace liHtirBs again 
to Lanark to visit his mistress. An account of the first beginning 
of his pasiion is to be found in BoMr V., where, meeting with a kind 
reception, he marries her. ^ 

Bit the English, durhig the time he had spent in his courtship, having 
occupied and taken possession of aUtlte forts and tofms in i>cot(and, 
obliged higs; to T%9i *g^n in arms tavindieate liis ooimtry. But, before 

' he took the fielcQhe^ thought it necessary to remove his wife from ibe 
hazards of i^arf WtttchoCc^lonA a moving-colloquy between, them. 
she earnestly iii^lOHfUf him t& flakd ^ alon^ witii him, and hede* 
daring to her^ft ai«&cksof it« 

TlJe^morfling arriving, Wallace go,e9 out to the fields, where^^ having 
implored Heaven for th6 iacetliot M]s tuidertaklog ^ he blew nis horn, 
to call his foUowefs be had with bite t^gethttr ; where, diieovering 
bis intent, they ali|, with one uonsent,' agree to th«war» and tnake 
preparatioil totAt ■ 

The EngUsh perceived their intent, and, under th^command of Hesifrle 
and Thorn, make bead sgrinst them, and the Soots,, ovcrpoweitdwitlk 
moUitudes, retreated to Cartlao^ Ci^igt* -The night api^roci^llteg, 
' Hesilrig insdning W&T&ce*s wife, ino&t barbarously kills her, when, 
behold, WallaMi i^fl^ ex{>(«Niitt his sorrowfor her iosr^ resdlves to 
revenge it, and^ GOmtag.badt inuie ntght>-tinie, slew 'i>om, Hesilfig> 
and the Englishmen in Lan^Ic* This being told King Edward^ he 
gathered a grett arm^ aad caMie to Bggar, where waUace, being 
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now joined with.|kjp9n«i^«nib4e Diu^bei;,. m|e|:l^..a|fel ^couraglEf 

his men, fought and defeated tfieoi,; biu the EpgttiAv JMcmg told^ta, 

spies that the Stotp'&adihtbXibi^eethemsfflVt^'wl^^d^^ 

the campvretumed^iilid wereaigiiii^af^aid ^ Aft^tHMklKi^l 

a castle on a rock> and^with condpied dc^feats, Msl 

lish, that they were content at Rmherglen Kirk tc 

for t year ; that both ^ould rest fronr commktiilf Jl^^ 

CHAP. L Iv 

]\ ow had co| ^[fe bKiary spent its store, . ' 
And Boreas' ruKKmg blasts ofTend. no more r. ^ ; 
No more the hurricane embroils the deep. 
And driving winds on its smooth surface sleep ; 
No more the plains in standing lakes appear. 
And March had s|gent the winter of the year. 

^ow April> jayoiis month, its course begun. 
And hoary snows now melted to the sun; 
A springing verdure cvowns the happy land, i^.-u-^y 
And^imiling iMtu||^^wp'd the Summer's hand. 
While thus the e^rm imles in its gaiety. 
And summer weeds, adorn each, springing tree : 
The bui^r nymphs rdhew their annual toil. 
And build dieir grots, perfum'd with balm and oiU 
£ac^ blythesome hour„in ranks they dance along,„ 
And the pleas'd hunter listens to their song. 

In this blest June, when all conspir'd to move 
His manlv sj^ul, with the soft flame of love,^ 
Our knigiit to Lanark went of new again, 
Seiz'd with the pang^pf his returning pain ; "'' -l 
He runs with joy taxt^t his lovely fair> 
Nor reck'd he of his English foes since he was there ^ 
The subtile flame fla*ce roll'd within liis breast, *^ 
Id[ot in his pain, he thought ne'er one so blest ; 
Sometimes the thought of conquest would return, ^ 
And fierce ambition in his bosom bum ;. 
His country's glory rise before his sight. 
And love's soft joys yield to the toils of fight ; ^ 
At other times, love would usurp again. 
Fair glory's charms decay, and war subside again t 
' Shall I no more hear the fierce battle's rage, 

* No more in bloody fields my foes engage ? 
' Shall love's imperious pow^-s thus control 

* ]^fy easy heart, and move pay pliant soul? 
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^ Wliat jiagpe i» this > t^is bane of ootortal's love ? 

* That me from anns and glory wi u'4 remoy^ 

* My honour calls^ and nothing e'er ts^^ in^4 

* Me lose my honour for my pleai^urf^s w^t 
' To war I will, and shine in arms t^gsd^,^ 

* And loye ^hall spread iU silken chains in vain.*^ * 

While thus the hero qpent his aniuous life^ 
And love and honour hSid i^he doubtful stii^. 
Alternate pasjucms nd'd his' wav'riQ|^]Efl|^ , ^ 

And noi¥ to this» and now to that m^^fj^- 
At last resolv'd to finish all his griej^ 
And give his mourning soul a sure relief: 
To W€4 with holy love, the beauteous dame, . 
Give loose to his desire, and qi^ndi the sacred flamCv 
And now the morning, its fair heams dkplay'd^ > 

And music wakned intOvbli^s thei maid ; 
Connubial Hymen way 'd his torcj^on higl^ 
And bad their future Ijife Gompl^esti)y '^■] ^ ^ . 
Now live in stricte&t^ wp^ of laiiii % 
And frc«n all jiuhrii]ygJp9pnance rjemove. 
Let, wing'd with pleasure, the soft toiuutes flovy 
And lasting bliss4)^ intetruption know. 
,A rising joy now davi|3 within his breast. 
Of all that heaven could bestow possest : 
With pleasure now he runa his dangers o'er, 
And fortune's various face offends up more ^. 
In her alone he places his delight. 
And joy "arises from ^er only sight: ' 
While, with like heat, her faith§J«!pBbm warms. 
For in his tiine he was the flowT of arms : 
Thus blooming love extends his sol^ command. 
And joyful {fonen reigns wit^ iqual hand. 

While now the hb*©, fiir from war's alarms. 
Enjoys all pleasure in his coBsor4's arms ; 
His fomer Idve of glory fires .gain . 

Mis martia.1 ^oul> and pnmipts him to the plain ; 
To 6ear aloft again the patriot shield. 
And vindicate his coiuitry in the field : 
His burning breast glows yet vith, fields unfought, , ^ 

And futui^ triumph? rise upon his A^^ht, 
Now leave ^' ixurth, and seek thy wiintry*s foes. 
Though round tl^y head the gath'^iig l)^e. gl<>yf>^,i/V 
Co leave tby We, or glorious freeadia lose ; 

\. 6 



A-ji-* <»-- 





WfticK ne'er on earth carf be re<fiteem'd.^|-aSif ; ' r 

GoHve in war, ffoliVe irf<(5itfel pain: \ 

And then just God, ^fib iSi^S this WoHd ^it|tin>^ 

Let not this thirst of vdfif toice be ifi ^Sllb. 

Let HeaT'n with dtie Bucc^sstm ci^\lft):i^ ' 

And lay the proud oppi^^sdr in the Ais^ ' ' 

But now his faithful WiTe er^lo^lii c*e," 
Expos'd tb alltHl'^drifilnbnilkdti^Ai',- ' 

Should he by Idveanl^ f&te be ferCd to yteW; ^ ' 
And to the foe giv6 up the variqilish'd ^&d; 
A thousand sad corroding care^ iiSfcst, 
And fate hangs gloomy oh hig anions bteas^ A^jf " ' 
F^r^om Itiie hoarse noise of the thund'rin^ ^arpls ?; 
He would remove the oKtect of his care j ^ :^ 

But Slid' \rttb #?!errelen& his ble^difig h^art^ ^ ^ 
And his thoughts shriril a^ the drc6d word to ]^^.!! 

'Twas noi!*' the time when all'tb rest repitir^ .' 

And weary wifetchcs laid aside e^jh'fcjure.: - 

When, with fond amii#> the fair ^J| iKa prest^ 

Her panting hero to her snoTwyilrefet ; '"^ 

With grief she found the risiiig tears bedew 

His manly face> and heard the «igl» tie dr^ : 

With fireljuent sbbiS her heaving bosom rose. 

And cfltch'd the deaf infection of his woes ; , 

On her pale* cheek does livid paleness rise. 

And sorrow speaks in sjjlence from her eyes; 

Then, with a groan, thud he : * Long I've suppi^stfg? 

* The struggling pluMfictl in my labVing brea^; . 
' Butjnow ^ sad re^Stfaints atoiioe give way, ^ 
' Fierce sorroi^r bids me speiak, and I obey ; ^ / 

* Behold, our native country drowh'd in. tears, 

* Around one general face of wqc. appeaiis. , 

* In vain ^eVc blest wi<K kind ihdtdgeht skies,^ 
' And suns in vaiii with genial ardour rise, 

^ ' In vain a yellow harvest crowns the plain, 
' And liocfmiig boughs theif golden road sueddh : 
' The peasai^coraS^^etiiYepitting stiahds, v ' 

' And sees his ha7V^l>(£ reap'a by other kaiids ; 
' See ttoi fierce soldier ri^g!b o'er the Imi^ 

* The flames' wide i^f eading from the hostile ban<f* 
' Tho^ shining ^if es whidi lately piere'd the sky, 
^ No^ equal with the ground in ruins lie; 
^ O djure and cujjt effects of slavery. 



'- Yet once I^ndMjf' *ir8t a^S^t ^i^lgtii^^ 

«^ Bold in hdi" (kfi^/>n^ i&mitleS^ ifl «^ 

^ But now tW tt»6l^ ^#61^% tttf 1^ 

' And my ^(*ef^itBlia h^l^ldi^lfi«ii'^ 

' But |i<^ Ih^ trJ^jtf^S |ib?^^ . 

' With fen'i^€ig^lP^i^fUir^^^^^ 

' Bend Oi^lotgm^^gmi^rA^Mimk t%& rfis^ 8)pear. 

« Bat i^miv0miiiimks&x& ts^ ^t^rmk 

' Wlifle to xofm&j^^miHfi^^ eyt9; 

<^ A thousand gti^ iii f^ pf^^pmti^ : 

' Methinks I riey the cii^l n^&g fo^^ ' ^ /^i^ 

' Endthat deatMctofi^ftSakdlftiy wbesi *? 

^ MethmkB I 9^ ^IMmst^ liteed nCF#^H% ^ 

' To fill up He^^i^ hW^H^ dc^ti^ oi gum : 

' And now tasiiireiS^'&tili^^ 

'■ And shieM th6ef fhim th& ix^(!e 6f iJit fee : 

^ I have i^par'dot)g||it& a dioiiififiS batid, ^ 

' Ready td m^cfi ^iMt^€\^ thdtl' ^alt c<MlUBfti^d r 

^ Some well btiill td^Vr^i^ hlMspif&Me i^ 

' Shall proVe frdaH#k/8 diktat a- «lft i^etr^at ; 

' There> nor die b^tSie's V6ice ^ttH Wound thy ear^ 

* Nor the fiei'ce spoiler black with gidlt ajq^qseSttr* 

"^ There may ti^y constaiM: prayenr bl^sa id^ svda^.^. 
' And wail thy kindest widiferfjto tiiy lo*d ; v~ 
' ^ill cirelmg thne bririg ba^k flie Jiafppy diQr, 
« When Scotland ^lall be fi*^ fiUm£n|jlish sway ; . 

* Till her extended pkitis be caH'd fier own, 

' And yet a Scdtish kiiig ascend a Sc<>ti8h thi*one.' 
He said^ and ceaf^d^ nor groatt'4 bilt deiE^ 8Upt)llB||i^. 
Each rising passion in his manfy^lnreastV 
But fierce grief, her tender* bMrt aasafl'd/ s 
She wept, 'imd the-fi^liiroman i^ at oiioe fn^vail'd. 

* And wilt thou jgien, idii^f 4^ttild, and wilt dlintgdi 
'-Where thund^^iff th^, artd ^\^^\i^f)S^ g^y 
« And kftve^e hfit^^p^^M»-e^Mf) flWllr '^ 
^ See HesOlig with hisdNi! rage fiffemk "^ 

' ^ Derides my p«isii(iDfr>aiidi#itf^^^i^^^ 
f With has^r stepa he coMs to beijii^luij^d, 
' Or stab hii poniard in Ktiy hated mn^ r 
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In vain with piteous shriekfl I fiU the air, ^ 

And stung with sorrow my bare bosom tear/ 

When he that should revenge me is not near. . 

Hast thou forgotten Hbw his ruthless sword, , 

In my dear brother's blood has deep been gor'd? t^ 

Fir'd with bright gloi3r'8 charms hAh met the foe^. .^> 

And sunk beneath the mighty warricKr'a blow : ; 

'Tis true that fighdfig for their country's r^t^v /> > 

They glorious dy'd« nor recreant left die £ght, .. : . 

That bought indeed should flowing grief re8tridb,<. . . 

But nature bidsme^ and I must complain. . 

Bift say, in vain is all ikas flow- of tears, ^ >,.i' 

Fi^^t^tic passion,. a weak woman's fears; 

Nb^'^lResilrig, red with my kindred slain, 

llfoddiendB: destroy'd, and my brothers slain^ . " 

V^ with her Wallace let his consort go, .• 

Join with his ills, and partnership. of woe ! 

Or if propitious Heaven should deign to smile, . 

With failhful love-reward my hero's toil. . ~ 

What though my tender nerves refuse to. bend, ^ • 

The twaning yew, and the fleet dart to send:;. 

Round Uiy distinguished tent yet will J ijtay. 

And w:ait impatient the decisive day ; 

Whf ^^eeflom on thy helm shall crested stand, . 

^i^ijl^ine linger with her doubtful hand. . 

Bt^^^lnst thott, thou wilt say, endiure alarms, ^ < 

Hear war's rough, voic^ and the hoarse seund of arms* 

When the big drum, and sprightly pipe prepare. 

In dreadful harmony to speak the war ? 

Then shall thy breast with trembling heaving rise, . 

And female sorrow gather in thy eyes ; 

But let«the war's rude-diock assault my ears,^ v ^ 

The woman, Wallace, shall throw off her fears, ^ - , 

On this v^eak breast aWl love new force impress,.. 

Nor let that doubt repel my. happiness. 

But whether can I g^, or where retreat, 

Frcmi following vengesence and impending fate? 

Even should J go, where dreary cares forlorn. 

Horrid with nig^t exclude the joyous morn. 

And lonely hermits never cease to mmu-n,. 

Yet would keen ^esilrig find out the place, 

And in my ruin finish aU my race ; 
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^ Wha( tlipiigfa: the bounding vessel iv»ft me e'er, 
* ^o lands remot^ and far.&omdiMfM^ihiarQ ? 
' Wbat though extended tracts ii^Jm^0(tA 8ea» 
- iHvide the ymi^.andmy daat Ipra from Ine^ 
' The wife of /WallAce^^ can't be> long oooceal'd. 
' But soon by babldiRg' %aie «hAU dlaad. reteal'd ; 
' Then take me ii9<|i4^i whate'^ dhance betid^ 
' Firm to thy eati^^mbi hontst I'U.abide ; ' 
<^]^}or letmeni0»:lMili»ie^FJien.l^ ^ 

VOf th#j?>,a!&d:^jfy jfjy* wA* ^^^ 

She said, and wepti i^o?>yet hi* sorrows rise, : 

Bn^ it^¥fUl grief sits^ decent in his eyes ; ^ 

' Cease, cease, he cry'd, nor urge a vain reUei^ * • JJ^ 
' Nor by thy lingering doubts iiiccease my grief. # ^' 

' Now, if Jdnd Heaven shjduld bless my cnterpriiiy^/. 
' Nor fate look on me with her envious eyes : -*,- > ^ 
' In flowing easesbaU end our/ hatred strife^. '^ 

' And jo^ cenducl^ Wto. ttie yerge^ (rf^ life^ 
^ But if just Heaye^iBJ^l Qtherwiae ordam, 
^ 'Tis Heaven that wilk it^*-^hy should we compliun?* 

Thus while the faithi^ pair dieir grief exprest. 
And sooth'd tht p^sicms in eai^ other's breast j( 
The beauteous mam disclo&Cd if s early ray. 
And the grey eas^ shone wiUi the ftiture day,. ;|^ 
The hero rosjB^ and with becopxiiag art, '^%, 

Feigns a false joy,, at the acgpoie time hierhtert *^^/ 
W«i fill'd wi^g^e^ which touch'd his tender part. 
Then to the fields he went with sorrow fraught. 
While thousand woes surcharg'd each rising thought. 
With patriot groans he fills the morning aij», [prayer : 
And, spreading both his hands to Heaven, thid wj^-lfi^ 

' Hear me, land Heaven, if^l^ my feet havef4no#^ ^ 
^In virtue's paths, nor devious from my God: 
' Since first, with floods of tears «ul constant prayer, 
'My weepiiig par^nt^ g^ye me to tHy care. 
' When round my head, the guaanlian ^i^gelf flcw> . . 
■* And conscious Heaven appray^d my UtjUf lM||r ; 
' That if propitious ftte jncreas'd my iqpBi .^^ . 
^ And lengthen'd tender choldhood out tt map, 
' My country's foes should always fe^my mighty 
* Nor my sw<vrd sparkle^ in another fi^; 




Then m^ edi»kii0Ae'd my>vtfM»^.ttid Ha^ ^ 

With wax emliXfM^dmy'tjmikry^m i ^j 

Oft has th# dokBdri yn^ ^ €oli^^ \^ ' # 

From skyVy* l3fiMe^fCdimt'd4^ mnivrlMt; ' ^41 

But now ofipt€^1iHih fyetfy^^^ . ^il 

And palidAJf lilJteltf jfoi^M^ ]^tti&. - > . < Juli^ 

Yet boltf iH^vji^ea^ cft^ W6 n^M|^ ^tef^ > v - § 
To raise the slei^i^'€Mbe»i'<^th^'^: > ' ^ 

No impious itcl^ <tf €Wi]^^9^^iat^b^M^^^.^ < v^ ,>.^ - 
Nor are our heami»il»dm^iim^l6i^^ 
But our fi«»feeil§*«»8tW^gfe^ >»ritfe d IkSyn^iMk-' -^^ 
Thine are^e fields 'We^fi^%^ aftft^ tMW ^e^^'tNfcr^ifflillfk 
But If; a]a»! sofil^ uiftf^illliii^ d^ V 

Lies late«i» the \m^diVi^^^^tkief i >^ 

And leave therfidd'lk>|}ftell«lrdBrf^^li)rr i// 

Then let me die?, pt^^emiilg ib t^iim^ m- 

And close these e^^^esy fi«#se^ tti^ iMrnt^Vil^o^^^^^ 

Ifeifeees'd, wiie*iehr«ai«6tV§d1iiw%^^ ii 

A s^^tti^ |»red^^k)^iti«ise)^ .T 

The cUef Mhelft itkhiidHii^ ds iti'lk^ 
And f^onft #te Mgte a hs^^ Otat^ ^' 

* And does cfriMifcmtiqf jfev<*t fiefld, hecrifi^f/ 
' And bettei" k^\im fi^m befle^ otti«ii0 rii^ 
«^^ow;^now, the fii1#ish dtm» tiiisf ^Iki^ ^^m, . 
' And tremfeli% % b^fel'e? ther S^tMi^ ^^^ 
*'And Blow' « gf O^iwtig hd^i^ sfiritig^ k ttty mih4\ ^■ 
' And le»v©s-i^in j^^l^B^^^attdifeil^fe^ 
Then blew his h<^ %^ kfic^wtt iir war'i»«iarHit> ■■ ^ 
To call the hw^dy S6tffi«i^ to hte^ aitosi . / 

rTo th6 shrill rtoteS lie^t'ii ailflwe»s ikH ai^ou^; . 
And 1^0^ tafee^^^ ^%<>*ir^ft^ tke soiindi^^ 
Spreads wide the Aoiie^ &Ad utidul^te» on hl^^ 
And; i^c^h'd' the Ml^tst^ yuAme tMsperfe'd they li^ 
Enflamingev*ifybii6ait'^*HkKl^lFeoflib«^ ^ 

Now aS atoi^ii i^ ^<«f ^ey llfTiiitx^ standi - 
Bach his keei^ sabre ^€i«ft^l»lg M hiff hi^j 
And eageriy devotlr^hls-laBe^^cbin^fliAild^ 
' Enough^ tny iHend^ ettinBi^ hes Sfeotk bome^ 
^ The foes insul^g and her SOUS' IMetfi. ^ 
' The trembling peasam; y^M 1^^ dread l^lHgHt> 
f Stories ikom the war's rude shock, and ruthless fight. 
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' Resigns his ric|ie» to th^ opporessor'BlisMK^ ^ 

'And sees ah<]^6rN5 8idde reap Ms ^lancMrJ 

^ And long we not to ui^e oof vfiite'i^iniV^ . 

'<7lows not each br^a9t^axrd'«iv«foti0tMev^ vein ?' 

*^ Does not our heart yrii^ loire^ef freedom burn; 

' Ajod once again otir leased' s««^ return^ 

' Where ai^theiB^^f^oy^ft fejr oflor fktfaers^M^^cm ? 

' Triumphs related dd^nnii f^om sotito sam *. 

' Where is that «roWfi, thr first ^UQsed Fergus bor^ 

^ And t^at'filirit^ 5(^i^^ist»ki^*^^ficti^ gore? 

' Should tte^ie old ret^)r«tt*foriMriKgainrarisey 

*^'lia nii^c vision dreadM t€t bur eyes, % - 

* What sad reproaches justly wimld they giVe> 

* To tho'se who choose in bofidagerthus to HVfe : 

' How would th^iF ch^ks bktsh' witb' a kindred sham^ 

* And thrtxw usT baek tlicrltfit^ fathers name? ^ 
' And are we so d<egen'rdte from oui* race, 

* Such sons begotten to out" sires?- di^ace, 

' Jhat thought i^ t^n^^hatft^ fotce usyet toHtfni^ 

*- And liberty thus wMit the power to^wanti B 

^ Let the pale coward *own a panit fear, v 

^ Of unknovm #ftiift, atvd dist«iit; trku^hs h^aiv 

^^ Let his Theart sjtard^ at the- trumpet's voice,; 

' And shrink unequal to the battle's noisnei^ «- 

' Can souls like' these^ alas ! ai^st as now, ' 

' Or rise to dan^s which they pever knew ? 

' But we, whose courage bids us pant for &tne, 

** And be distingUish'd by the pcitriot's name, 

' How should oiyr breast With sacred fury glow, 

* And rush undaunted on thegutity foe? 

* The lawless rage of tyrtots to restrain^ * > 
' No* let fair liberty -thus court^i vain/ 

He said. ^ A geh'rous ardoiff stood confessed. 
And a fierce pa|;riot twinn'd in ^'ry breast* 
Revenge alone em]^loys each warrior's care. 
Bends ev'ry bow, and sharpens ev'iT spesr^ - 
Some scour the flying hc^d along the pkub^ 
And bids his haughtp neck obey' the^mui 4fl»- 
With goring rowels urge Mm in his^spc«d; 
And stop in full career the bmtndl^ sided* ^ 
Wallace beheld the auspicious fttfy rise, ^ 

A^d rage redouble Mashii^ in their eyes. 
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With joy he hfi^. tins <ometi t)f^«ucGes8^ 
And saw just Heaven decree his happsieaEu -. 

Nor do the English with less studious cu«> , 
Observe the growing progress of the war> . 
And for the fierce encounter all prepare. - 
Keen Hesilrig arms all their glitt'ring bandf^- 
And thousand swords shine in a thousand haiid^. 
A savage fury brandishes each dart, 
And reeking ^slaughter steels each impious ^^urt. 
But oh ! ye gods> shall yon weak bands prev^ ivv. ,j.r/^. • 
When hot with rage more num'rous troops assail ; . ^ ni 
May righteous Heaven stiU bldst the lawless .mi^t^.^^-^.^^ 
And the just patriots vanquish in the fight: ~ .f ^ 

But now aSVaneingnear^ they other n^eet^ ;1-' 

.4nd with no friendly- saiutaticm greet. . ::'^^' 

Sitem vengeance low'riiig frowns on ev'ry brow, , 
And hate arms ev*ry visage like a foe; " 'f > * 

Behold what di^Trent passions now excite^v , N:^ ' 

An4jmn;two nations in* the toils of fight ! ' , ^ \, ^> 

Here pride, ambiticm, arms each guilty foe^ - . f, 

AqA tyranny attends on ev'ry blow. ^ ^ 

Here patriots standi and boldly dare restrain, 
The t3rrant'^.growth, and check IhC: oppressoi^'s reign. 
And the fa^ cause of freedom ta maintain. 
Now all the plains with arms are- covered o'er, . 
And the bent bow unload^ its feathered store^ . 
From well stor*d quivers, but declining light, . ^ 

And ruddy vesper, led the starry night ; 
Wallace .withdrew where Cartlane rocks on high, . 
lihrect their shaggy tops, and threat the. sky. 
Safe 8heltQr*d th«re the Scotish heroes ^tay. 
And wait impatient for the rising day. 
Meanwhile . Fidelia, with sad eareS'Opprest^ ^ 
Had sunk into the silken arms of rest.; 
A thousand spectres dance before her sight. 
And add to the pale terrors of the night; 
Sword, .shield> and helm^, in mix'd jconfusion rise, ^ 
And blended boorrors stare 'befoire her eyes, 
Ev'n in that time, when all should be at rest^ 
When not one. thought should di^orapose her breast^ 
EVn then she shakes itt Hesilrig's fierce hate, 
Axid her soul ^inks^^^^as previous 0f hei^ fate^ 
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Now fierce wiA rage- :die cruel foevtoLwsaeBr,*^" - > 
Oh ! does not HeaV^ make innocence its fiacre >- 
Where fled t^y guardian angel in ^lat^huiur, 
And left his-diarge to- the ^e^tyraEnltl^pewer ?" ; 

Shall his fierce steel be re^kai'd with thy gore, . 
And streajitung>!Uood'dislmii'^y beauties, o'er? 

But now awaieB^ '1!^^ the'dreadftdr^ 
The trembli^ |i|d^n»t'^^^ 

In vain, alas ! wwe-fdlt&B teaw^she^^hed, , 

When fieive he waves Ae^fiiuldiioB'</er her head^ 
AH ties of honour by the rogue atijui^d, ; 

Relentless deep he plung'd the ruthless sword ; ■ *' 

Swif^ o'er her limbs does creeping coldness rise. 
And death's pale hand seal^^MJp' her fainting eyesf j^. 

Now borne upon the motxind wings of ^me> . 
To Wallace the unhappy ti^lijfs came ;^ 
The rising woe sore tlnrilFd in ev'ry part; ^ 
And sought its painful passage to the heart. 
Graham and his mourning f^neudii^with teftrs o'erflow^ ' 
And join society cf great gritf and woe* 
When WfiUace them beheld, te hush'd in peace^ .^. ^ 
And kindly^^ bade their growing sorrows cease. 
This waste of tears/ £sl he crie^; is vain^ . 
Nor can recall the fleeting shadb agaizr;. ♦ 
Coiild that vain thought afford the least relief. 
How would I mourn ? but impotent is grief: 
Then let those tears to w^ar's rough toils give way. 
And the fierce- sword perform what words would say* ' 
Here me^ bifa^v© Graham, companion of my arms> , 
Whose soul:alike is fir'd with glory's charms.: 
To thee I swe^, this sword I'll never slie^» • 

Till I revenge my dearest dearest's death.. 
Heavens ! what new toils of death and war renfain? 
Rivers of floating blood, Mid hills of slain ! 
But stcel'd with ragei to slaughter let us fly. 
And for her sake there shall ten thousand die. > 

When mea thus weep their courage grow5 the less. 
It slacks the ire <rif wrong they i^odbd rediwss ; 
But let .us haste while yet: the dusky nighty 
Extends her friendly shades and* drowns the infant light* 
He said, tile melancholy troops around^ . 

With pleasing angUish catch Uie moui*nful sound. 
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' To-day/ my iHend^ to^daj letfs bdicUydir^ 
' Each doubtful hasaxdof-tne imoertain^i»«r ;^^ jit <: ^# 
^ Let our ficvdc^ Mwds 1^ deep] jr dl^iencb^ in gli%> iif 
'And then.oiir t0fls<iKid labcmr shdl be e^er. 
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' See round our toids the gnardiaD^angrii staa^^v^ 
' And guMe theiav^ in each eu^ fem^ ' f? ;^^;^^ 
' To Edward shall they< bear the .%i|^'4|n^ /^ n '-^^t 
' And with the pointed jav'Un pienee wtei^rr.ri ilpf 
' Let glorious' liberty ^eech 'soul in^ire^ . r? rnifJ :K 
* Raise ev'ry. heart, and rouse tile warrior'a &e.V,k I'^i" 
He said ^ i" ■ ■■ ■ ■;>•■'■ '^Ssj^"*'*!!!.^ 

AMliindting into forytose eadi Inreast;* .' * ^ n^,?^ 
"^Nffa love of virtue aU at once possessed j --^jfH 

Eager thfy t^idken^n the mountain's^ brow, ;'>i .# 
And hang impendent on the plain b.elow. . .v 

The foe, surpris'd, look up and see from far, 
The progress of the swift descending war. r: 

They run, they fly, in ranks together idose, -!; 

And in a steely circle meet their coming foes; ' ^j^ 
BuMlKlw'the Scotish heroes bend their 'i^ay, _ v /^ 
"Where in his tent the royal monareh lay; i^^ 

There rose the battle, there- the warriors tend, > ^ 

A thousand deaths on thousand wings ascend; 'i ' 
Swords, shields, and spears, in mix'd confusion :glon%i 
The field is swept, and lessens -at '«aeh blow» it n>*^^ 
Wallace's helmet, distinguish'd from afar, v 
Tempests the field, and floats amid'st the war ; 
Imperious death attends upon his «word, > 
And certain conquest waits her destin'd lord. 
Fierce in another quarter, Kent employs 
The wrathful spear, nor fewer foes destxoys^ r 
Where'er he conqu'ring turns, recedes 4lhe foe, - 
And thick'ned troops fly open to his blow. j . ,.;,^> 

His bounding courser tliund'ring o'er the plain^ \ .^ /' 
Bears his fierce rapid lord o'er hills, of ^slain; 
Scarce can the w^ak retreating Scots withstand 
The might)r sweep of the invader's iiand. . , x3j:W 
Wallace beheld his fainting squadron yield, : . 
Apd various slaughter spread along die field ; 
Furious he hastes, andH^eaveshis^iorbed shield : 
Resolv'd in arms to meet his enemyi \ ':*i.t& 

Before his spear they rush, 0iey run, they fly. 
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And ixQfw i&««qfaal iMttle ineet ^e ^s>;, 

Ix>ng: ksts the combst, and resoundill^ blows : 

Their dreadM £aiilcM<His bwrndiahinyitn A^iIh 

In wavy circles heigbtenrla ihe sky*.* j > ,*: . , 

With furioiis ire ;diey nm the^dd ar(iiind> : ;♦ / 

And keen on doatlyHexplora dieh secret wound. :.' 

JJmg in 9^^f^f^8e1^^^^ 

And fuijll i t/ 'fekle god^as^ doitbti^ l^Qg . ^ ^ ^ 
On whcnn^e ^ould the laairel wreath l^atow^ 
^Whom raise as ccmqu'rco*, whcan depr^s -as Jae j ; .;j. 
At last the heroy iir'd with fi^« drdeliay> '4P' 

At his fall striHch rose, and with mighty swaji^ 
Boto from the ^his sludd'a defence away, 
^ow high in air the shiny swiMrd he rear'd, ^ 
:^ond'rofts with fate the shiny sword appeared : 
Descending full^ it stq»t its stifled breath> 
Giddy^ he turns around^ and reels in death. 
The stringy nerves are wrapt around in gor^ *^ 
And rushing bkiod distain'd his armpiur o'er. 
Now ail is deiifth and wounds^ the crimson plain ,. 
Floats round in bloody and groans beneath its slain. 
Promiscuous crowds one common ruin share. 
And death alone employs the wastefulr war. 
They trembling fly by conqu'lring Soots oppress'd. 
And the broad ranks of battle lie defac'd. 
A false usuisper sinkain ev'iy foe. 
And liberty returns with every blow : 
Before their prince, the mangled subjects die. 
The slaughter swells, -and groans ascend the sky : 
^he king beheld»<with sad astonish'd eyes. 
The havock of the various battle rise : 
Unable to sustain, fain would he stay. 
And yet again retrieve the vanquiishd day. . 
At last, behind his back he threw the shield. 
Spurs on his rapid steed, forsakes the field. 
The Scots pursue, axiA follow fast behind ; 
The rattling laase swells dreadful in the wind. 
^\iih grie^ I^gcacttk saw the &}iji n^eat, 
lUstrain'd their fl^glH^ and durstprob^g their fate< 
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' Whence does 6av hearts tfak coniEafd t6nr6» IciiQiry 

' Defeat ne'er «tak^4-4Mir ppaqufciw anas tHl now: % v^ 

' Stay^ recxe^ol/^itaif^iiiortfaiis igsmlefiy^ ^ t- i^W 

* But bravely conquer^ or ^t •bsaysly die/ ^-^ ' ^: 
Scarce had he^spoke, trben, quiv>^ng alL^tbr'lear,'^ -.^ 

* 'Scap'd froni' the ibe^two fugie M^ida mfspear : '^ '^^^ 

* Stop, stopjr th^ cried^ your hasty fl^htw«9tMn; *-'^'< 
' And with 8iiij|k#«B§ea2ice meet your J9eiftj||^;-^^^^^^^ 
''Opprest with wine^ the* Soottshiieroeslie^l^? •- '**^ 

* And feel the «oft «fioot8«of Juwuy^ ^^^Ules^j^v^jv.^' 
' With ease wo-neay^retum again^ saad^sprem^ p"^ ^^ ' 
'^The crimaon-pla^^ottiidi with heaps of dead/^ ^^^'^^ 
Longcastk look tbje^irord^^mdled themon^ --:^' 
Resolv'd to. fi^t, w4th ardent, haste they ran, ^^ ^^ ' 
The Scotish watchmen- fiKnnc4i£ar descfy'd '^f^^ 
The rallyinff ibe, and swift to Wallace cry'd : ^ '^f 
He seiz'd hii^ ham, aifd gave the 8%nal sound, ^ > '^ ^ 
The «ummon'd soldiers gather fast around ; ^^i ^ 
A fiercer fury kindles i» their eyes, -» / ^ 
And once again their madding passions rase. ' ' ' [ 
So Triton, when at Neptune's high conmMBid> ^ -'*• ■■ 
He heaves the swelly surge above Uie land ; * -'- 
When with full breath he bids the tempest roar. 
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And &^h lis sounding billows to thejshore ; -'"^'^ 

His an^ly Waves the wrinkled seas deform, -^"^^ 






They rise^ tl^y roar, and blacken to a storm. ^ ,^^% 

A marsh now does either liost divide, Z**^^ 

Eager they view, and frown from cither side; < ■ 

But the fierce duke, unable tarostrain 

This rising passion, gave it the full rein ; 

And first encouraging his troops around/ [^ground ^ 

He spurs his thundering -steed, and dares i;he *faithk9^ 

Al| plunge at once, resounds the assaulted .skies. 

And thousands sink, doomed ne'er again to rise : 

The thund'ring coursers roar and neigh aloud. 

And then with foamy rage o'erla|r the crowd. / 

While those who struggling with ihe miry tide 

And with strong sinews gain the fusthet side 

Tho' landed, only meet a <^hange of deaBl, 

By the fierce Scots deprived of ileeting breath. 

Bat now Longcastle gain'd the dry«Hand, 

^nd plunging stood upon the shoaly strand: 
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Grahiim soon perceived, and hastenii^ nd^d a HcfW, 
And witjk his swcnrd receiv^ the naa^foe. 
Back sinks the^ found'ring coara^- Aom^(mli§i^, , ; 
Overlays his lord, he tumbks^^^^&a^^ ' 
Thus Edward the impcHrtant 4ti^bikl9&^ 
And to his kingdfiin l^^aA^^^^h^^^^ host: 

l¥hile the gh|4 mii0m^i«8 k^Wmty, 
An^ send tliavi' '&yaBaliie#^ 

Now where ttMNC^i«&ic&»dapiM^ rapid tide^ 
And sees t)ie hevds adoi^n Ma weriAy a ide^ 
A tow'ring rock uproars its bei^iing brew> 
And throwfi its frowning terror^down below ; 
Deep m the earth is fix^ its aii^ila bedj ^ ' ' - 
And mirky night involves ita^d^ head. 
There elder and tough oaks oonqih^wkh art, 
Ta raise on high the rock, a steqyy fort; ' 

M^re a great gate its brazen arm^ oppos'd. 
And from the victor's rage delbrids th' endoSed. 
Safe in their planky tower, diey shrftar^d lie. 
And from the oaky wall, 4he Scotiah power defy ; 
Wallace beheld, and eager to obtain ^ 
The airy fort, he^niril'd in ev'ry vein. • • ' 

And when the night overspread the silent ground. 
And on black wings dark vapours swim aroundy^ ^-■ 
£ager, he bids tihus weary soldiers rise, ^ 

And with slow heavings labour up the skies. 
Himself and Rierly led the airy sight. 
Strain up the steep, and toil with all their might. , 
The centinel lay sleeping at the gat^ 
Doom'd ne'er to wake, unconscious <)f hi» fkte. 
Deep ip his breast fi^fdung'd a shimng sword. 
The ruthless steel hibbleed]^ bosom gorVlA 
Then entering in, they slay each foe tl^y meet. 
The trembling wretches groaned beneath their feet : 
They all give way, and thund'ring down the steep. 
Shoot in Uie waves, resounds the parted deep* 

But, Ohow quickly altet^d is 4te case I 
The English now iwtt humbly sue for peace ; 
Worn with d^^n^ fteir stubborn paa^mi* yie)id> 
Nor dare appear within the bloody fic^ld;^^ . 
Their hoary senators^ Wltae early care, ^ 
Would stay the fatal progress of Uie war^ 
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In supjjliant words the Scotish hero greet. 

And lay their laufds low beneath his feet -^ "* 

At Ruglen chnitk'ftf n^s triSire they^dlfieet; 

The hero to the 1^^ i of fmci agreed ; 

And with an oadt'ffiei^ruth is ra^'d, ^ r^s|l 

That either nation shSdi from battle c^^, ^'^ 

And death should hang his^eary/iiHftifdft pe»e<?j '^ 

But soon these vow^s^all^l dissolve ITi^ ^ ' a^ **^^^- 

And the returrihig yfear bnrig'ba^k^he'Wi^!^^' - ^' *!^^' 

The thund'ring battfe spread ^ng the-j^i^, ' ' ;t^^5^ 1^ 

And the brave hero shiiie in arms again. -'^ v w *^%^ 
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'■Hotv Wallace i^urnt the Barns of dir, put Bishm. -^^?r 
ou$ of Glasgow, and killed Lord Pierctf, . .^^^ j^ 

With Wallace liowUfencluded is the truce, ' * * -^ 
But mark what treachery it does produce : ^ - v *j-' 
To English faith the gres* seal they append '- " :^^ ^; 
In February ; yet March doth scarcely end, ^ ^^ * 

When they, of »ew> contrive a hellish plot, #V' 

Do break ^eir faith, and mtirder many a Scot. • ^^^^f 
The English king takes journey in April, - ' '^t^^ ; 

And holds a miffhty coTiiicil in Carlisle : . ;^ 1^* 'r 

To which the English captrfms hastened last, ; • ^ *^^ 
And privy w;ere to ev'ry thing Ifiat past. ^^^, * 

None other to be present thought he good. 
But such as were of true bom^'EngHsh blood; 
• Except Sir Ay mer.Vallance, asTTm' told. 

Who to the Scots a traitor was of old : "^ ^• 

The South'roris here consult him^how and where,' - ^ 
They might cut off the barons bold of Air, 
Who, when he had in Pluto's myst'ry div'^. 
Gave such advice as hefl and he contrived. 
' Four bams,' he said, * built by the king's conunand, 
' At the head burgh of that old comity stand ; 
. ' Where, at one time, none but a single man 
' May enter in, or See another can: 
' That is,' said he, pox on his bloody face, 
'I think the only and the proper place. 
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* To oiA ike baaronv to a jdrtide ^jjrre, • : ; ^ ' 
^rAnd then despatch thaoil at ymMr j^easua^ tterei.' 
^VTo which tli«yidl> with j^teipdxaa^ 
^ Consent^ and vote th«Q& bas^i^t^be kiU'd; J i 

^Ea^bept Lord Piercy^ ip^ho the ttiis^d desgn 
Ami viliany^ f»«teii4ed;^to'ded^ae« 
' ^^16 Soots/ said h%j|lMEt^efe^i^ 
^Withme^ Ill^iioM^ ^N^ss^to '9$ix^ wtdng ; ^ 
< But at the time af^potnted vaJ^ysbitixaw 
^ To Gtoqgoppiwtown^ £n»is s« 
F^on thee^ Piercy> l^t wasso^imkind^ '> - . 

)^ to reveal the barbarous design, i. M 

Where were thy' bowels df conffiBossionr ithen ?' — 
lliat niight'have sav'd foiirrOT we tJioasan^ 
Of Scots and En^ish, that noibann did^ear^ 
As by the tragic story shall appear. 
\A cruel justice, then^ they chose, and' fierce, , 
Mftiose bloody acts a heart of stone woiild-pierce : 
liord Amulff^ whom .Beelzebub wp^ld scarcely matclt> 
He undertook the baroti^ to despatdi. - 
Another eyre in, Glasgow ordcr'd they, 
Fot Clydesdale men upon the self-'same day. 
Thas diey like devils sit in human shape, ^ 
And qhafge that Wallace by no means escape. 
JStfIr well they knew if he were ^ overthrown. 
They might ixissess all Scotland as their owh. - 
Thus they^Condude, to other give the iiand, . 

And set their seals on this black hellish' band. . 
To Air the justice speedily comes down, I » \ 
And Piercy marches o#fbr Glasgow. town, 
The justice e3rBey <Hi June the eighteenth day;, 
Was set proclaim'4> po baron was away. 
The Scots, they wonder'd, iii a peaceful land, , 
Why English men. should rule with such high hauiL 
Sir Rannald did appoint be^re this ^re. 
At Monkton kirk his friends^ tiHodeet hitn there. 
Wallace was present 'mopgst those gentlemen. 
He warden was of Scotland chosen jthen. 
Good Mr John, who sfirtiamed.was ^l^aiK, 

Discharg'd his ^friends from/ going to ihlit'ey re, > - 
And did suspfect; since 'ne^cylei^ jthat land; r ; 

He was no friend to Scots did then ccmimand.V 
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Wallace frem th^em went to'llie ehiireb imih i^^«^^ 4^ 
There ^d a Pater Nost)C9r and Agreed. <; >?> > • 1; hn^ ' 
Helean'4hiznd0^ii{UpoiiiJ^fki!&iubrd^l^ r: ,i / x>l^ '' 
Then in a deep ^e^fell ktdBoiB^isMy : > ' ■ ^^ n%f^'J 
Into that slumber iWalkusethougl^ he 0aw^ ; i r^fUgel 
A Stalwart man^ that towards hua«4idfih!V«ir ; ' i ; b/f ^ 
Who hastily did c^tdh him. by ltefaaBd,>£<i,v V ; <- /?fi^5 
^'I am/ he sitid^ \«e»t to theefa^ie^iisniiiiiElsr^ * . ; .; ill:'^^ 
Aswordhe^av^liiHiofjthefiiieirtjtedi^ a^r/zrU ^AtT^ 
•;f This sword/ aaid he; * son^ pnay tfaouMa^ ag i i^ws i iijil ::^? ' 
A topaz fine, the ^ummet did iie guesn^ k' ^ v > ' . 5fj& ?^? 
'Ilie hilt and all.did.glitter<>'erlii^ glass. ^ *>t *m1 

' Dear jon/ said he, ' we tamr ^erc too^ long 5 - '" ^ ^' ^^^ 
' Shortly ^ou must revenge thy countxy's wrong/ r M 
Then led he^him unto a m^^ui^iun hi|^ /^^ it ) 

Where he at crn^e all the world might see. ' ; 1 kt^. 

'Where left he WaUace, oontrair his desire, > A' 

To whom appear'd a very dread&l fire, -^ i -^ -td^ 

W&ich fiercely burnt and wasted thro' the land> ^^ > ^'^^ 
,ScQtland.aUxf«r, £rc»n Ross, to Splway sand. >? hH; 

-Quickly to hiosdescended there a queen. 
All shining bright, and withtnajestic mien ; 
Her couc^nanoe did dazzle so ius sight, 
it quite extinguished all the fiery light. 
.Of red and green gave him, with modest grace, . v -n^ 
A wand, and with a sapphire croilss'd bis See. /^^ifi 

• Welcome/ shesaid, * I choose thee for my love^ "ri- ' 
' Thou gratitedart by the great God ^ove, : .^^ 
' To he^ and aid pocnr people that get wrong ; ; > . : ' 
' But with thee now I njust not fury long : 
^ To thine own bosi thoii shalt return again, 
^ Thy dearest kin in toiptient are and Wti* 
' This kingdom thou redeem it surdy dull, j 

* Tho' thy reward on earth shall be but smalL 
' Go on and prosper, sure tibou shdit not mist^ 
" For thy reward, the hewEen's eternal bliss.' 
With hit right band she reached him a book. 
Then hastily her leave of him die took : 
Unto the clouds ascended out of sight 
Wallace the book embrac'd with all his mk^ht 
The book was writ in three parts, and no bss > 
The first big letters were and all of btato ; 
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The second gold, i^ilver tlhe tftird most fine; 

At which he greatly wond*r«id in hi» inmd>: 

To read the book he made gr^atJoM^e, but' as ^ 

H^ did awake^ behold a di'eapril was. ^ 

Quickly he rose^ and there a^otan he faund^ 

Who did his dreaixyatid* vision aU expound. 

The Stalwartman, idMi^l^ve thee tl^^ fine sword, - v 

WasFerguskingof Scots, upon my word, * ^^ 

. The mountain does^ogiiosticate no leirfS^ 
Than knowle%e how dor wrongs thoU must redress. * 
The fire hasty tidings dothpresage. 
The like of which wa§ not heard in our age. , 
The bright and shining queen, whom thou didst see. 
Was fortune, which portends great good to thee. /^ 

The pretty wand, which she un^o thee ieig^ 

/Betokens powV; comrnandv. and chasti8ei]d|ttl. 
The colour red, iff rightly imderstand;; ^^■ 
Means btoody battles shortly in our lander 
The green, great coupige to thee dofes portend, 
And trouble great, bel(»t the wars shdil end. 
The sapphire stone, sMe faiessed thee withal>-. 
Is happy chance, paray God it thee befal! 
The tlureefold bocdi is thier poor broken laud> 
Thou must redeem by thy most valiant, hand^ 

* The great big lett^s whirfr thou saw of brass, " - 

Prognostic war» that shall this land jgppres^. 
Yet ev'ry thing to its true right agafttj 
Thott shalt restore ; but thofu. must suffer pain. 
The gold betokens honour, w^thiness. 
Victorious arms; manhofi|i, and nobleness. 
The silver shows^dean life, and hea^'nly bliss ;^; 
Which thou ilin&thgf^ife^ard shalt never iniss. ^ 

Then do not fear, or in the least despair. 
He shall protect thee who o£ all takes care; 

He thanked him, then, committing all to Gpd, 
Home unto Crosby Vith hi& uncle rode. 
- Both blyth andgladaH night they lodged thore^ 
And on the mtoam made ready all for Air;^ 
Wallace, he ask'd Sir, Rannald at Kincase, 
Where was the English charter of the pteace ;. 
At Crosby» sokl Sir Rannald,^ in the che#t. 
Go seek it there,, thou'lt finj^ it if^thou list. 
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None but thyself where it does lie doth know; >^^ ? 
Then by good luck he back again did go. 
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Sir Ilanndd he rode on, and rested not, v :^< 

Then came to Air, knew nothing of the plot- ^ fft] 
Into the toi/fn he did not tarry long, / vrjf& j 

Went to the bloody bams, dreading no wrotig*^ --.YPtd^^ 
A. baulk was knit with cruel ropes and kfcen; 7 !rj£%f 
1 such a slaughter-house was never seeil. J ■.;::;*l^i 
Strong men to keep the entry they prepaix^ ''■^ct.ty^^] 
And none but one at once must enter there. :*^^^ 
Sir Rannald first, that ancient knight, comeain>fj*il-?f^ 
And then the bloody murder does begin. ' ' r^lftfi 

A running cord they slipped o*er his head, '. i " - ^ ^i J 
Then to the baulk they haled him up dead* " ^"^'^ 
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Sir Bryce the l|}air, after Sir Rannald pa^^ r. ,,. 

The cruel dog|^o death him hast'hed fast. . ■ *'^ 

No sooner enters, but lie's in the snare; -^' '^^'■ 

And on the bloody baulk was hanged there. • ^jS^^ 
A gallant knight. Sir Neil Montgomery, ' ^"^5^*- 

Was hanged next, which pity waS; to see. :*S^' 

Great numbers more of landed men about, ^v>ri 1^ 

Went in, but none alive at all came ou^. "x'iiiii 

The W^aces and Crawfords, Btout like steel, * ffi^i 
Great cruelty from barbarcius South'ron feek 
The Kennedys of Carrick slew they also. 
And the kind Campjpells that were never false; 
Nor did rebel against*the righteous crown. 
For which the Sotttli'ron hang'd and hew^d them ikmh 
The Barclays, Boyds, and Steuarts of good kin, ./-^'^i^' 
No Scot escap^ that time that enter'd in, > 

Unto the baulk they hang'd up many a pair. 
Then in some ugly by-nook cast them ttiere. 
»Since the first time that men did war invent. 
To so unjust a death none ever went, j 
Thus to file gods of their most cruel wrath. 
They sacrificed the Scot^, and brokie their faith : 
Such wickedness, each Christian soul must oWni 
Was ne*er before in all the world known. 
Thus eighteen score to death they put outright. 
Of barons bold, and many a gallant knight. 
^Hien la§t of all, with great contempt and scorn, 
( ast out the corpse naked as they were bom. . 






Good Robert Boyd^ with twenty g«Udnt men> ' 
Of Wi^lace' house went to the tavem thitii. 
Braye^ stout^ and bold, the choice TCffall^e land>^ 
Me them in Wallace' absence j;|id<$inamiaBd. 
Kiarly> who dicjt the South'rQe^irfti^ maid^. 
Cldand and Boyd, were all Upcin ft eali ;v^ 
And Stephen of Irej/|i^ wlu>> u|Ki||».-the street, 
WMi a good woman jtnd^ time did |sieet. 
He a$k'd at her what news there ^^ps in Air ? ^ 
' KoUiing/ said she, * balsorrow^ ladle, and care.* 
AH frighted like,> sh&look'd bmi i» the &ce ; 
Then ask'd for Wallace in a little ^ace i 
Who tdid hiB uncle, the good anci^ilt knight. 
Had' sent him home, but woi]]^Lb^ b^ck on sight. 

* Pray chargi his men/ said^^V^ to leave this place^ 
% 111 Wallace iieatch afi he^eoiaieft from Kincase ; 

* And him acquaint with eir'iy^t^uig that's past, 
^ Th^ sad barbarities from first to last. 

* Now quietly together call your force> 

f Get all to arms, and quickly mount your horse.' 
tie with the woman did no longer stay,' 
But to hi» comrades ppsted fast away : ' 
Told the sa^ news ; who, without §peakitig more, 
March all to Laglan wood, with hearts ftill ^ffre. 
Now with the charter Wallace ^hastes to Air, 
But little knew the massacre \^as there. 
T|ien loudly, on him the good woman calls^ • 
' Nothing but breach of faith within those walls, 

* Our barons bo)d, through horrid treachery, 

* Are killed and hang'd,- like beasts, up to a tree ; 
' Most basely murdered as they went in.' 
Then Wallace wept for loss of hid fl|bod kin. 
Unto the woman up he gallbpf fast. 

To understand the truth of all was past. 
' Is my dear uncle dead, or how befel 
' The case ? good woman, pray make haste and tell/ 
' Out of yon barns, with great contempt and scorn, 
' I saw him cast naked as he was bom ; - « 

' His cold pale lips, with grieved heart and sore, 
' I kiss'd, then spread a cloth his body o'er. 
^ His sister's soli, thou worthy art and wight, 
. * Revenge his de^th^ I pray, with all tliy might, 
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' I shall asfliily at I'm a womati true/ ' r»» tv 

Then he inquired at her if she knew >% 

Good Robert Boyd^ and if she saw him. there ; ' «i 
Or WillianiXJrawft)rd, if he living w««? "j ^*?»' 

Or Adam Wallace^ a gooAtiiend indeed^ * ^ ms^x^ 
Hut true and trusty In the time of needi -^^ 

^ Call ^em to me^ with little noise imd4yn;>V'iiJ^ 
' Then^cunhiagly spy out the justictt^sQdi^^v -^7 ^i**^l* 
' See what discov'nes thou of them csi^ malu^ ^ i^fi 
* And then Til see the next best course tiff takei/i^i^ ^^^ 
This in great haste he spake^ and said nomon^ 4 :ln iV 
Then wheeFd about with grieved heart 9XiA-9i^mk-'-'^^ 
To Laglan woods^ then pleasant^ sweety and gree%^ t<H ^* 
Which oft his r^logehald and safety been: ^ ^ i^ 
Th^re for his friends did ra^mrn with grieMbd 1WM)^ 
Till his proud breast was l&e to burst ;ki two. -■* « tutt 
Lord Arnulff quickly after him does send, ^ i .^i%4 

Fifteen hand waill'd well mounted Englkhmenti-^ iH^i 
A macer also to brmg hun bade to law,. - * ^♦)' * 

Who furiously towards gfbod Wal^^draw; i ( ^ 
With sword in hand, among thei|PPtnrhe wesA^ w ;? ^ 
And paid them souiMily to their hearts contents ^ 
One thr ot|i jgh . t( fce middle th«re he cut m two>, < 
Unto ^■Hipyiave a deadly blow : 
The di^R^^t^k down through the body c1ave> 
Tiie fourth unta l]ie ground he quickly drave : 
The fifth he smote in such great wrath andq|||^^^% 
He on the spot did presently expire. ^'' ^ j r -^^ 

Three men he had &at killed oUier five ; f 

With much ado the rest escap'd alive ; 
Fled to their Loi;d,jEolC^l the passage o'er; *» 

How ten, of fifteen fldUliere kilPd ^y four l 
And had it not beengHPpsiv hocrse t^faA^^ey^ 
The other five had goVwiM^^Ame way, 
A right Scots stroke, n cfi l lw w soofSer got> 
Than without ro0rcy we lay on the spot. 
So fierce they fought it, and so furiously, • ?; > 

At every stroke they made a man to die. > 

Then thought they all it must be Wallace wight ;' - ^ 
To whom reply'daaancicirtEngfish knight; • »> *^ 
And said, if Wallace hath escaped this eyre, > <lil 

All that is done.is adding grief to ^r#t 




SIR wizjAAM wjy&i:;jLC£. VSS' 

I spoke the Justice^ Y^aen tlm ndnour iii>se, 
at would jre do if diere were many foei ^ 
Et for one maa aafrigbted wKsm to bey 
I are not sure as yet if i*M he > 
I though it wmv^IcottiKlte'niatter light : 
h gentleman who sta^hefir shall foe idsighti 
I so soon as tiwMnmf tsomes^ m then - 
1 the Sootftteds tbtrut bom £iiglis||iiien.' 
1 spoke that cmel inconsiderate b^^, 
Kras mistafcen^ Mlh,fat all lus haslet 
rh minds me of 1^ sayings s^ge and wise, 
cpuntabefore the roast, he counteth twice 
South'ron to ihmx quan^ers no¥^ repair; 
thousand strong^thst Bight did lodge in Air« 
in the blooo^ tons, wlthoiit the town, ' 
re the proud'Justice cans'd prodatra aromid : 
walls and gatnson 4m ev'rj side,* 

no Scots man withoi tfaem ahould abade. - 
'rovidence that night It happen'd80,s 
Justice to ^le^cmM! w^uld not go < ' 
fd in the Inim^ip^w^nought of WAllace'plot?^ . 

long ere morn -gave him^ta wak'ning hot. . * 
ipper they a^a prodigidus ^dealy-: ^-;;^;-'j^,.,; ^ 
r plenty drank of wine and EngMaMMV ' 
(ratch diey set; having no fear or dOTwT^P 
^um from So(^,wha lodged 4d] without, . 
gr(^^ii%ue and toil^ that bloody day 
rogues h^ got; ^d tOo-much wine, which they^ 
ik off in bui^pi^raji kiti'd them <«o asleep^ 
r quite forgot:^dKrt; )uglit a guavd to Wiep t 
I aJl 'secvtt0^l^ii/f4mev^ ^ 
V chietoiy wi#|reit' BaiMM 
xm'sthewdi|priawtllMH^^so> . 
? mien shirw^Sili^d/ a|tf^BMSKrl^ goJ ■ 
most shfc went> hi^ BttwlHMli ip^a# sa^^'^ ^ 
rhichgbod Walku^ was oolidlirted«iifbfe> 
hatidced God wten as he mw lAMm^^bmkip 
tat news, «x)dwoiQa% hast tiUNibf^^ Ahr? 
A blbodr hoiindf/<«iidi^> ' epe Jttts<r dyunk 
th wiHtf^liey're now a]ft ill «^ibe|riiieep sunk^; /' 
leiiT them left, could not so^miKii'tts s^, ^ 
e singleScobi'^aBM m theur compfmy/ « 
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* It* that be trtie^^its time to steer m^^'stiiin:^^ . * ^ - . t m*! 

* And set a fire imto their English iruznps/ / .::^ r if,JW, * 
To him resort three ImndrM chosen me^/ uii<.^"' • i*<M'' 
Willing and ready, their bcsit blood to spandw' >"it. \i}(/ 
Out of the town there came good ale'and*brtad> " t«fA ' 
And each thing else wherepf they stood mtieedr' ^^S' 
71iey ate and' drank, and welcome rwerefornougbtjf; ''^4 • 
The gentry then Jopi: unto Wallace brou^ghl*" !i k / UvA^ 

' Alas !' said Wallace^ -^my dear friends y)Milseey^^> i^h^'\ 
^ Our kin are slain aad inurder'd barb'roi^y ^ ? i v^' ' 

* Therefore, I pisy> fear our poor country's aake^^'?^^ li^' 
' Let's now advise what course is best to tak^.'^!- * ^ c f^ 
' Your warden," tiiough I (^c*:;&n was to be, • :? >1 
' Yet in this place since I so many «ee, r •»?/ - 
' Of as good blood, and ancient Scots descent^ ^ ht I 

* And ev'ry way on honour aa. much bent/ 
' Ferward and brave, in all good likelihood, 

' As ever I ;. «tfoen let us hete .concludei r : > f ' 

* To choose us five of this good coropany^ i ^ :' 
' And then cast lots who shall our^ captain be.V > *! • . 
Wallace and Boyd, and Crawford of renown, 
And^dam, then the lord of Ricliardtown, 

And Auchinleck, in war a skilful man, .. r 

To cast the lot« about these-five began. * 

On Wallace still, unto thdr great surprise, • A' 

The lot did fall, though it was qasten thrice. ;«^' i<^ 

Then Wallace rose, and out his^word he dr6#§^r . t$v 

Andr solemnly did to his Saviour vow, ^^ ^ 

And to the Virgin Maryv ^at cr^ long» 

He should avei%'d be on the South'nm. 

^ I do protest/' he ^4lld, ^ to all that's hm^ 

' For my beav^ urideig cl««th, they sh&p^ dear; * 

' And many more of our good worthy kin, 

' Who's blood they shed, and did not mind the sin. 

* For which J'ili play them such ^i afbergamei 
' Shall makethem all passi through the fieyy fiame. 
' Before I eitlier «at, ior drink, or sleelp^ : 

^ This solemn vow most sacredly ril^toep.' . 
Then aH most humbly, and with one accord, ^ 
Receiv'd.bim as tbrar cduei^n and theilf lord. • 
Fine chalk the woman quickly does prdcure. 
Wherewith she chalked every £ngl»ih door ; / 
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And all the gates which led unto the ^treets^ 

Whe>e $outh'rons sleep'd securely m^llicir sheets. 

Hiirai twenty men he caused wid^iea A^rttw^ 

No sooae^ spoke than's woKdl ii Was a law. 

With which the doors th«^ jestiuitly i^aade fast^ 

To hasp and staple wil^ a rndteir cast. - 

Boyd to tiie casUe pipt the ^safest way/ 

With fifty men^ aad there in^ amlnish lay, 

l%at in reveng^^his poc»i skughler'd kin. 

None might c^scape of ^1 that wei«^ wkhin ; 

The rest wiUi Wallace all the bao^ siirroimd> 

And noble service fr6m the woman fband ; 

Who flax and fire brought unto their mind. 

And all combustibles that 9b» could find ; 

Wallace commanded all hlivP^l^ttt, 

On pain of death, na Soutil'j^ci^^ l^eak out f - 

Kor rescu'd be, thou|^he wereof their kin. 

From the red £re, or they should bum therein. ^ 

The confiagraUon shin'd so dear and bright, 

' Is not,^smd-Wallacej * this a pleasing sight ! 

* Our former wrong^, this will in part redress, 

' When these are ^ne, their ppw'r will be the lesi. 
Then Wallas call'd, with majesty and awe, 

* Brave Justice, Sir, com& execute your law, 

* 'Gainst us thatdive, and are eseap'd your ejrre, 
' Beal Boi our lands, for faith that were not fair. 

* Thy a?^i|||l*bloodshed now confess and mourn, ^ 

* And take thy choice whether thou'H hang or bunnj^ 
With that the fiery flames ascend the loft,. 

To sleeping folk such wak'ning was not soft f 
The «igbt;witlH^,was terHble to see. 
Then guess wik^^^iel pain iKii]&n inight be ; 
Which to the M^S mond^ert^^ifire b^el^ 
Next to theitonnents^ Jtmi^ $ayy of h^ll. 
The buildingt^reat wete all burnt down that ni|^t. 
None tbesEeeseap'di. squire, IcffdiOt knight. 
When great huge roof trees fell downtheiiia^aong, : 
O such a • sad and melanebo^y mttgi^ , <* > ' «' 
Some naked burnt to a^es all aw^yri' -« 

Some never rese,^ but smother'd whffl».they lay ; ' 
Others atten^^ing to get the air>.. 
With fire and smplft were burnt imd choked ther''. 
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Their nauseoot smell nfme pred^nt <$6aM M4e, 
A just reward^ for muyAnr will not hick. ^ ^ 
with sorrow thti»> aa#ttcilf a gri»to«s ()liteir> 
They languish'd till thehr ifakfol #y# iMMg^^tfttiaK^^' 
Some sought the deM% en d et ^r^ imt mp^^^.^''^-^^^^^ 
But Scots men them so wisefy did beaet^* ti^->?f?- ^^ 
Out of the burning Aumes whoeiiBtth|pel^^^p|^^i^ ^^ ^ 
Immediately wa# cut down 09 tte sp€i#^>l%^*^ ^^ 
Or driven back with fury in the fee, *f^5#i^N^i^ 
Such wages got tiiese hsoigmen ibr ^^4^iiiim^^*^v^^ 

A friar, Driiadaw> who pioi^ was of i^^^*^ Hi , 
Seven score ttuitni^jiit iq^ him lodged w i M# ^^<^^^# 
Of,South'ren kMtii, ft>r he an itm iMke^i^ "^ "^ * ^' 
But wati^'d thenit Jiea,till Ihey Mt all asleep r 



''T'''^'*""^''^' 



i^^^- • ■ ■■*^^>^- 



4 n 



The smoke anii Ctiie^i^Mie^er dier« aroa^^ 

Than he tilitl^fli rev^M^ upon lii# Ccen^ ; > ^ v i^ 

Unto liis brethren seven the secret tM, y 

All stately fellows, sturdy, brisk, and b^. 

Who soon the English armour do eonttnanc^ 

And a choice sword each one takes in his ha»d» 

Tn harness thus they do themselves unfold, • 

And then the friar leads on die brothers boldk 

These eight brave friars to sundry places gd,, 

With swOrd in hand, to every house went twof. 

Wherein the bloody drunken South'rona ware^ 

And them despatch'd as they ley sleeping there;,^ - ^^^'' 

Some did awake into that doleM ease, . ^ ^ ^ 

Wbs naked fled, and got out of the place. 

Some water sought copfus'dly through their sleep,' ' 

Then drown'd in the friar^ well»^both large and detfr 

Thus slain and diiQwn'd^ere all that4»^ed there ; 1 

Men call it since the fr^s blessin||^ Air. ^ 

Fe)tr in the castle that Hfi^re men of note^ 

Benxaiii'd alive, but burnt Wmv oH the spot. ' 

Some/ when the furknis fiery iames were out, - 

In haste came fort^; not having die least doubt 

Of harm frfi^|Sco|», either by^ lass or lad^ f^ 

But far lei^ f^sm good ^yd, his aii4l^^ 

Whoj^like a «ddier, yirw^ai^, vrise, and douse. 

Let them alone, dien straight inarch^ to the house. 

And Won the port, entear'd with all his men. 

Where only left were keepers ni^e or t«n. 
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The fbremosVJMyofi te «0bed iff h^ - 

Jfade quit <^^»,tliefr8l0# tfl^ 4Mi IMI tiind ; 

W«s burnt to^iiifa» ki' th0^W$kmf''/^l^ ^^ 

Nat long beftii'iMii^lf^lAii^P^^ ^ 

> Jioyd there^JMiftllffiiitayi^^ 

Who k^tli#%dii^^ 

But niguur «t^ lB|i«^til«^^li^A^ - ; 

By swdrd sfid ifte, fttre tbouiumd Ml^ tuit n^gliti. 
" Whm WaMaee' * liieiv tog»>diir di iiv^%ie^ ^ ' ^ 
^ G^od fiiettd^'^ h# siAl^^flMliyMil^^ set; 

^ That Cif d«0di^ «Meii t iii j|B|^gr^^ 
' To Bishop Bdit iaii^ tii#wKVI^^^^ 
' We'll thitfaer luuit^t^th^lh^^ i^t^m^fiw^ ' 
< Of our good kfn> sonne l^lMt iy^ ^ liiM'? 
I'he burg^sse» he oittii^d tmCft^ 1^ 
And gave cdmmaiidin geil'i^ to th^ni^all : 
Safely ta watdi atid guard the house of Air,, 
With utmost cauUon^ dili^etiee^ and eare | 
To which tfa^ all eonsented; and' dBd saj^ 
* With cheerful heiirt they'd ysconmiauddi)ey*'* 
Wallace^d men refioe^'d themselves^ and so 
For Glaftrow town pcepar'd in hast^ to g^. 
Choiee of good EngliiAi- horses to their liiind,, 
They took along> and left liie' hod bdiihd^ 
In haste away ndea.tfaat torve catahrjr, ' ' 

Three hundred strong %is ^^|;^ eoli^[>iugr; 
To GlasgowjIM^jniiidi ttie^^^ '^ 

And pas&vthe ilii|| htfyt^ tM ftou^'irmi knew; 
Ix>rdPiercy ifii»^#ithdiS|fe^ ' 

His men ct^veh^lkll in good order ^«e. '^ ' 

Who do con^hid^that it ntost WsSbm ht, 
Prepttre Ibr i^glfet^ eitites* tx}* do or ^Be^ 
^ Then« Bishop B^k» tfid JPierty upoir 
lied on a thouaaM^tseri in BMipnsiH 
Wallace views thehr 1^^, ^egk hkflMfSStjm, 
And in two squadrons d|| liisiiorse^-'^lrfde. 
Harness'^ his men^ who #i^re ihttttiihfflr few. 
Then cail'd on Aucbinleck^ txyth stotfl and true. 
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'Uncle/ he said/'' ercf we^dieseiiieAassuI^- , ,^ 

'Whether will ye bear up the biihop'a tail j ?. i,jtij% 
'Or with the foremost will ys; gallop on,. ' - , rfpfef- 
'Kneel down, and take t^«rprStt«'a beiijBon/ -%f -^ r^ />> 
Quoth Auchinl^ck^ ' I^U^^pot ambidous be, ^ ^ / .^/^^^ 
' ^ Yourself may tal^hia blessing first iar^jIKIcu^^^^^ v l; * 

' That is the.ppst of hcmconvAn^Jl^ tf%^^ ? I <:ai' 
' I shall bear up hisr tail witi a£l tny iniglii^' ?-. ^ - i^t' 
' Since we must parta^youll be «n|di in.t^fi|n:Q3g|r^4v 
Good Wallace? said, f if ^ycm Btay.fra^i us ^^^ * i 
' Your men wi^ not r^^rd their number, ,*v|uit^!i- f i* 
' For God's siilc^ titiafi march qq your'^qiutArotiiftalk 
' Out-parting^I^'wpuld not the ScNith'rcnt 8aw>f 
' March you behind in thi^ough the north east irkw ; 
' Good men^Jiirar are. inrN6rthumb^rJtand«f^^^',«^^ ^ :. 
Thus parted, .i^d took oAier by ^e hand. . ,. : 'v > \ 
Quoth Audiinleck, well dg the btfst^we may; »t . j 
' 'Twill not be right if; we stay long>ai$^y; • 
* There's be a reel among us^ speedily ; 
' But to the ri^hi* almighty God^ have eye/ . 
Then Adam^ Wallace jttid good Auchinleck,- 
With seven score men of note aod good respect^ 
Brave dever boys; stout, able, hail, and se^indy 
March briskly up the backside of the town^ 
^ Till they we^-e fairly- out of South'ron sight. 
The other squadron dress with all their might ' ; > /i 
Wallace and Boyd up through the j>|ain street go^: 
The English .wonder'^ when they saw- no more^^ 
An ensign was with Beik and' Piercy there, f 

Who boldly ,call'4^ and.dha^leng'd what they wearft r 
A fierce encounter thex|^#xid >steu^,i>eMff^ 
The Scots and Engli^llis^ were ev^i^e^i, r , . 

Quickly ensues, with sioljl a dreadfuV dimt^ , ^ « \,- 
Till from their, swords the fire flew f lite ^nt>) 
The hardy Scots jpaost manfully th^fought;,. , 
And to the,4|^o^i3^.h^aps of the South'ir)^!^ l^ught. 
Pier^ th^H^Sbites .with pointed sworda^ oi steeli ^r 
At ev'ry M^eli^^tic^ therie j^^Jb^iejel. ,. , f. 

The stoiir like :faafM>ke arose among, tbi^ fast, , - [ ^ 
Dark'ned the 4i^and to die dooi^ _ . ,>,, 

Honour to gain, each .Septs jBancBd^ his best, ^ 
Though with great nuzabiprs they were sadly prest. 
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Yet gallantly thfiySgiigh^ .tmd pushed? 01^ ' ' 

Witii sword iiij^a^^andcharg'd d»e;.&P^^^oo^^ { 

Ix)rd^Pier€7'snien5 expert In iiH^^^l^t!^ y .n ; 
Mi^fieYcelyiQV^ty.siadS^^ ^ / 

Then Adam Wallace^ a»d giifd Audiiideck ^ jf <^ , 

Theit duty n^tii^trUth^davQifit i^gle0t> ia ^ . 

But ]ike hray^Jol^i^fli^^ -/t , r 

And boldly eiM^viilJt'i(^t6;flir^^^^^^ . ; _. ^ 

Aimdst the coi^edt b9t>.a$4^fi€sirce^di8put^, h -^ ^ .t ' c; 
At which sem0 S(^i|t^^rc»^/^ravjely< f^ 
Who stoutly chai^;iMb€| Sc0^ and^^ , ., • 

But were ob^fsd tayif^d^ their groiw^ jit- las^^ ; j 
This fresh relief^jso eager, fouglii andlLeen^ 
And made such, skps 98 ni^^j^t waafe^^ t ^ 
'Mongst EngUshmen^fthat^ll^K^i^ v^-ipill * , ^ n '; 
The Scots got room to ^ght^aild:^ slay their fill. 
Then Wallace, 'mids that ccui^ bloody^ throng. 
With his^ggod^stirord^ tiuit^hea¥y was and longj ^ / -. i 
At the Lord Pi^rcy,- such a^st^c^^fae drew, . . , . | t/^ 
Till bone apd braip in difPr^t^Ppeea flew. . 
Whom^ when his men perceiv'd iJiat he was dead. 
With Bishop Beik all inarched off with raneed. - 
By the friar <^iiqhi out th^Pi^h*a w^K)cCthey.throiigv 
But in that forest duvst.no^ tatty -long. > • . 

Thus^ in a hurry,^ aU to'BprthweH «<Kmr, f' 

The Scodsh swch^ were shai^ f<;^ to endure. 
So cruel was the skirmishy and so bot^ ^ ^ 
The English; left seven hundred, on Uia spot^ .^ 

. Wallace he followed with stout men ^and tight,, , .^ 

Although sore fdughten^ marched all that night: 
Many he sle w iiiloth^chase that day, . ; 

But yet with Beik t)iree hundred jp9t away, t ( 

The traitor VaHaiice.h^escap'd also, i . 
To all true Scots la!^ still a mortal foe. ^ , 

Five thousand $gu^ron$ Wallace burnt at Air j 
At Glasgow tflpM jiev«n hundred kitted 'tbepfCfi^' 
The South'ron chas'd to BothweU>. that Biii^ plaee> 
Then did return witlfB a little spaf^Cb^^i^^^Sfc^ 
Thus, with fatigue, ari^^want of sktig^^lii0^^ 

Rode^to I>i9jMi#> thei:9 t^o^^JMrn-ta^!^^ 
Told good Sk John of* 4^ 1^1 inli^ 
Who did r^fnM^'hi^:F^ not with hmi>t^ 
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WaHace he aojimni^d ki Dmdiff^^prij^ 

Five sunMer <kyl>vi»!i||i plMsiupe ttere^ im^ . 

He tidings got, fi^en^Mii^i^ ^ ^^i^( 

Buchaiiitra» upi AAd^ MMftitll»^%M#^ >.;4 

That on Argyir » itttew wMr UMgr^Wilhi^ WUc ^ ^^44 
All for Kiittg Edm^HtB^tAoodyf^r^mit^ V iii^ 

4' Campbell the ka^^lM^ fitat wiliy>ll«^^ 

:-' Staid in Argyle «it qrfle'i^ EdiroH^li^ itf?4 

And teeped sCiD' MiI]telCage lMd^M^§i^,<;r^%^J:^^4 
fn spite of th<$ M^FiKbeiin^^ «word aiiip^ ^ ^ 

Who^ 'cause he had unto King Ed^iii^si^i^^ ; .^ ^U f 
Gave him Ar^k aiiddfl the landtf/OlPlidni.'i;^ r-^^- ;^J 
False John of Lorn «^ that ^ift did acccnrdy^ -r:' . ii- 
Because in England he ^as losade a loni; #^n ' 

Duncan of Lo^/he stood t^ for the hnd, ^^^v - 

Who, when o*ei*con<e by Ae M*Fads5ean> ' 
Did join himself to Campbdl thait brave &n%fitsK ' 
In war who was both worthy, wise^ $nd wWht. 
MTadzean now, with ^igence and caire. 
His five^new loidship %m% him 'sembles there* - 
That tyrant to the land no sowier osme^^ 
Than he packs^ip an army of vile scums ; ■ ' 
' Full fifteen di6usand cursed rogues indeed, . 
Of omnegat hums after him does lead. 
Many of whom he had from Irelanci got, ^ 

Man, wife,: nor dnld, these monsters spmdnet^. > ' 
Wasted die land, where'er they^came, at wiB>a 
Nothing they kn0w> but bur% destroy^ and iaXki 
Into L^hlow they c^ter speedily ;. 
Whi(^, when the g^tidknightiClfflipbdft'did eq>y^, ^ 
In Craigmure thr^HM ttenhe^l^ti^. 
And holds that strirngSi in spite of liu tiiidir gixtsy > 
Then broke the brid^, that o'^ the)r.1aaight not p^iss^ 
But through a ford that deep and tmriKyw wa$ : . 
' Securely there, and safonuideihisaibode,. \ 
Aufe did defend him that was de^jMd^|lb^ 
M'Fadzean was on the other side^ v, ^'^ -. ; : ' 

And there per force^obliged "^^ 4^Hfe*' %- ' ' 

Till 'twixt a rock, and a gren tJM^ **^/ 
' Where none but four ip i|j>iH|JP^ 
M'Fadzean has a httle ^WMp^^faict; 
Where be o'er that, he thoughTidi Was bis gwn« 
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Where plenty lie of cattle for no cdae, ' "' 

flight get to maintain his 8ttvage%«it-^^*;' / 

Duncan of Lorn unto his trtt^m^g&^g^^ 

In quest of Walkce^toyfc yi il K^#ir |^ 

For apeecty^ succour* td^a*^ii^^%\i«^^ 

Against M'Fadtcktki^mft^^^^^iMeE. 

With Duiica»^ii»^!l*N»^^^ ^ght. 

Thus c\&vei^imp^^^i^^ 

Till they can^ sta^g^ iH^re iil^^he W^ace lodg'd^ 

There theyi^lteiilli-^i&^ty/aff fe 

Against M'F^ldteean table their Compkittt. 

Whefi Ear* Maitohn he the'^^i^^rknew^ 

To Wallace ha8tes> with h^iioiitjt stbipt ttid' ttuc* 

Sir John Graham thert d o^^l ^ ai ^Iso meet> ^ 

M'Fadzean't wl^s «o grie^*<Mife^ftoble sp'nt. 

ftichard of Liindi^ CNitne thcf s^-^itae dayt 

Wha all with Walkice boldly mareh away, 

.vv ■•--•' mttmtkMmm ■^ "" \ « " 

J HKN Wallace tnarch'd to view M^adzean's host^ 
Of savages and knaves made up almost : 
By Stirling caiBtle held to the south hand. 
Which that g^eat rogue dd Ruickby did commands 
To Earl Malcolm, Wallace loilki»§.l^^^^ 

* What would .yiBtiiiiik thi%&g|^|« attack, 

* And k rkd\xc0lif^nmiS0t'9t^^^ 

All good, said h^/fi^)Mdd4^ J^^^K^Crraham. , 

Wallace his MtA t^e|i^*e^#v|dfed sa, . ^ 

That his true str^g^ the En^ish should not know.. 

The Earl lay^Mdtosh out of sights 

Wallace witlii|liti:t|iifk good Sic^ohif the knight. 

A hmidred br«toii^43b^t»-da / \^ 

Who nev«¥^tlilliMii||H|i^ \ 

Thro' Stirling |om9HH|^|S( 4^^ 

in noble orc^/.^«ai^^H|HiMpr t^'-^ : ' 

Whom, when o£ds B^MHMnP^'^dvS^ 

Caus'd 8ev«i ic^itt iftiMBSfi^^imTO 
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A|id them engage ; but Wjdlace, void of feir> - , i^- >r 
Into his hand holding a noble *sp(ear^ 
He fiercely to these pr<ni^j#rdiers'di«e^^ .. 
And on the spot,tlu|4i^s|MiM^inei^ sJnem i 
Sir John iiie Gtjaim^:mm$?ii^^ 
Who also had u good fl|»«ai^ in his han4 1%^ r^ 
The first he metto :p^&s9entd^thm0Rma^^ 
His spear in pkces oii4he seocmd'iiN^sili^f^^'..^; ;/ i. ^^'^4^ 
His gallant sword tbandirew heoKit "ip^iqiMfi^^^'.^^^^^^^ 
A noble friend to h^#i time aCn^edi.. i ^ i*^'^ Wix tt»f' 
Tresh English surchers round about vth^aa^|l|p>Qf^^^^^nH^^ 
And with their arrows his brave horse tibM^j/t^leiW^w^-i.^'^ 
When Wallace saw. that gpod Sir Jobn'^«iis^.puV ri'^^ 
To such distress,, and that Jbe Ibught on foot. ' /t^f «|: 
He with some others iro|i|i^#||^ir horse aJa^^, . 'tf^J^f0 
And quickl3r;put the Sovik^rons all to fii^t. ^ a;|$l 
Who to the castle back thought to^i^pair^- :.-.M''M\ 

But Jiarl Malcphn baulk'd their fancy, there. : Ivriff 
Betwixt, them and the castle gate he got> . t '* 

Where he kili'd many English men of note. >^f( 

liito the throng Wallace with Ruickby met, - 
Of the old rogue^ there such a stroke did get>_. 
As made hi& head upcHi the> field to- dance 4 . > ; ^ 

'^ But his two sons by accident and chance^ 
Into the castle, whence they came before, ^ ^mrM 

With thirty men csjcaped, .aHd.no^inore.^ ,, . . , /i;^<^ 
The Lennox men^ both ^tout and bold also, ^ ^ i^f> # 
There from tIle.cast^wp^ld|IOtiti]^ nor. go; ' „.^ 
But carefully besieged round .about. , 
As knowing ;WeU it (coiildiiotrlpi^^ out. 

The siege goes o)^.i|^||^heeari^,^^ c^ 

But Wallace he piii|i^ld& first 4esign, 
To fight MTadzean, that^most-bloody rogue, : 
Who for his villany did bear the- vogue*^ 
Against him Wallace vow'd and swcnre-xrevenge, . ., 
From which his mind ne'er alter should |i<^:<^baQge; 
That till he had the Jumpur to p|it dP!vvB£> • » ; ^ 
That wickediyraa^V ke should iief^^jij^^ :«PH^'. . ; 
At Stirling br|dge ass^abled to 1^,|£^, - ; ^ V 
Two thousand brave and^ vt^^xi^Sf^'^f^y : .00 ' 
Who to Argyle in noble |»^^3«#; ! ; v « . J 
Duncan of Lorn, Jlie waa^^pii^ la^iy guide, , . -, 
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By iOb timfiB,vaMyy^$ son» did f^aqjf^ tbfit.. ^ ' 

l|. was tH»e fw them to capitulate^ ^^ - /./, 
^ Amh with the Earl Malcolm for tQ,i»Bat^ ''^^ 
: ^Pio w^re both destitute ofsf^m^OE^JSW^tf. 
^^SktH^on condition he their li^^wo^ ^?are^ . 
A^iii^imercy grant^ to all the ]^ ,A 

i%ti4^give theyi safe gtmrd i^ their oi^^yfeland^ , 
]1h^ would i^gigii«J|^t}| 9ast|e a^^^i^uosusiand. _ 

XI*g^«rtidas iKtre «i^*4^rt^ . - 

HuhDfc,.bag^ail|l tensg^pe, A^ nwiii^ aWay. 

^$91Hr Wall^. he is gone wiUvall,h|B^iQrce^ , ? 

J^^ip^nst the rogue M'Fadzean, fool^tid. horse. , ; 

Jltmcan oi^Lorn, Gilmichaeli^^a.sf^t * 

Xf«^ sent^ who knew; the coupliiy parlectly. . 
Sit^0^^hy Strathsillan was thii} anay^Q^ 
'l^Qi^horse and foot were like to^iail^t eacli^^ 
/ ftaive lads/ said Wallace,-*;/tis n^^ time (or usj . 
^^ l>roken ranks to meet the en'my thus^ 

* Xhe feebler sort let them ftlU following, be^ 

* The left.lshail march into diyisicms three.' 
Fit% hundred first t4|ito himself he toldi 

Of Westknd men^ ail stiU'dy;^ 8tpi4, ^mid bold* . ' 

Five hundred next^ SLf j^hjci th^).Gimhanl fie gotj 

~~iAindie -five hua^ed more^ all men of note. 

^l^ongst whom viiaa Wallace stout of Richardtowiiy 

Who at a pinch^a sturdy friend was found : 

Five hundred .of the weak was left^behind, 

.Tho' crosis unto and sore against their mind. I 

Thus Wallace host begun to^r take the height, i 

Then o*er a moiintain mardx^ out of sight, ; 

Into Glendpcher they , met with; Jheir spy, 

And good LordOanij^l), whd •Diliageously 

Led now three hund»ed valiant chosen m^n ; 

A merry-meeting was bejtwixt^them then* 

' Cheer up,* he saict, ^^ «^4 neyec dread your foes, ^ 

' Yon silly b^antSthave neitiher arms ^fwr xsl^tjies, , • 

' Soon shall tjiejrifly, *n4 slwtly we pursue.; 
Then to Lochdodier speedily they dreiK^ , V 

Where Wallape said, .' One. fate to all^i^l _^e, ,. . ; , ,; 
^ Since here is^ none will. from WsfeBowfl^,! 
Upon the mos^ an Qttl|[^[4pes appear^ 
To see. if roads and passes all be clear^ >: 






M'Fadzean for that ^urpose'hiri him sen^ 
Who shortly afler thought his time ill 
Gilihich^el at the rogue nimbly did lymke^ 
With a good sw«id> and d&i him overtai»^t ^ 
Through fear the fbUow th^pe be^t hit tqies^v 
And ne'er tum'd to tei| his master ncwa;^-^}*. 
The cavalry 'are ftwreed now to lights -.? W * 
And quit their horses^ tho' both fresh 
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The moss and craig9 diem to ttleir fiMltciiiff flM^:^^ 
' Let's see/ quoUi Wallace, ^ Who ^iralks ll^^ifiil^^ 
Out thro' the moor bis men does bravely-fcai^^v''/^-^?if^ 
Into a strength, , which service did indcech^ '^^ *^^ ^^^ti%^ 
In along the shore, three in the front they paat^;' •;?? **Sf 
Till all the men marchfd safely up at last. • :>M»4J 

' Yon folk/ hard Campbell said, * I'll pawi^iayciaiSlP^ 

* Shall get a meeting they do not expect; -^-^^ 113 

• I see no A,'ay they have from us to By, ^k:^^00' 
' But waters deep, and craggy mountains high.^i^3 fl|^ 
Then eighteen hundred valiant Scots indeed> ■iy'^S 
Attack M'Fadzean's numerous host with sp eed L -^^'taa t: 
Upon their fi*ont great havock soon did tnake;- 
The frighted foes, surpris'd, with terrw shake ;f 
Yet boldly rally, and together rush. 
Till Wallace does them with such fiwc^n^ss ptldi^^ wi'iiJ 
That furioosly, with dreadful strokes and sot#, A^^W 
He drove them back five acres breadth and more r. 
In modest speaking, with good swords of ste^^ -^ 
He made them dance a sore apd bloody reeL 
Whome'er he hit no longer there could, stand, 
Made room about liim a large rood of hou]. » ^ 
Sir Johh the Graham did show his warlike art ; 
Lord Campbell al8o> and Lundie play'd their part.. 
Stout Adam Wallace, Mid Good Robert Boyd, 
Where'er they came, cut down and all destroy'd.. 
The conflict grew so very sharp and hot. 
And the M'Fadzean fought so on the spot, ' 
With Irish men, that hardy were and stout, , 
The victory for some time stood in doubt. 
.The bloody streams from front to rear did run. 
And many a man lay gasping on the ground. 
For two long hours they fought lt^hand to fist. 
Until the very stoutest ^adly wish'd 
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Voft tome nifpite> i^beir jiveai^'d arBilii la 
As yet noi^ knnr wbich of |hem 
So IqsQ^y fou^t ;MfF«dbEeaii> 

^ lu^y wer% so i^|H^y^||^ 
iMkde great ^Vi^xxsiM 
■With sword in haif3yM||j, 
Made fe^ga 4W^ i^r" 

^er Crai^ ro^s, 8(9i]ie 
AfiAin the water dr^^Mm'djtw^ 
M^Fadceafi^ $Gots bipm iq«ii^ lij^^ the field, 
Hircw down thekairmj^andi;^ liieit^^ they kneel'd* 
OtvWatlace lotudly ory, wil-iaa<i^N^ erav^: 
Who gen'rously theia# g^tflMM: qpioters gave. 
' Thejr're our oweC Mood/ 2u^ «aiid[t ^ibod^, ofuui and boy, 
^ Sach penitents ^ftn ai>y he^y^d^^sby ?*; 
Then order'd all Scotsnien tfatft were fputid^ 
To save alive, but foreigners cut down. - 
H'Fadzean fled^ and. is y^^ fifty gone 
Under CraigmureAi unto a c$ve ot stone. # '' 

Duncan of Lorn firiwpi .WkUace asketh leave. 
To pay a visit to t^is ancient cave : 
Which Wallace grants, and quickly does hiiis, send. 
With a detlicliment of iBome sturdy men. 
Who soon despatel^d the fifty, kill'd them'dead. 
And then broiigbtb«^ the rogue. M'Fadisean's head. 
^Through all the fi^lcL^^ sb^ the viUdln's fiice 
Upon a spear, ufiUi l^if :gf)eaAt disgraci^ ^ 
High on Craigmtir^ LcM CaiiE^pbdii made it stand> 
l^pon a pole for lumour of Ir^el£n& 
The best men there that were of Scotlan4 bpni« 
To WaHace thi^ v^delity have sworn ; 
He did protect dlffilll^ unto Ins peac ' ! 

So pitiful be wae^*l|4 full of grace. 
Then aftar all stin^gtitvay to JLom Ibe went, 
.And rul'd the land untotheir great content. - 
A council at Aydchfttan (Gtid jprodaira^ % v / 
Where many came, so soon's th^ bfara his naioej 
FrofSi ev'ry airt, and humUe tbaid» they gave. 
With joyful hearts, unto their Warden l»rave. 
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All Loni he'l^i^^ to Puno^i stout aiid wi]^llti *'--^ * -i: 
Who always actW what* was ^st and rMifc ^-^^ ^^i^ 
' Brook thou thisliaid, as*riiy*^tiWiimt^;* '^'^^^'^^ 
' And for thy brother's JOT^thit 1tkfcctM^iW%e' ^ 
' From Edward ; ifiie wffl l*tuiW>^8«An hi^feV' if%^^^^ 
' His lands, I'll lose no mmthat^I-t^ittite' - - '^^'S^^ 
Of worthy Scots, tol^^li^notkiew, ""^^ 
Unto Ardchattafif iVom thi^r litreiiigths ii^ 
Brave Sir John Ramtey, who, Svitn heiWw^^lttSli^'il 
Did still stand up fbi' his tote native Ysm0^^^^^^^^. 
Of noble Wood ^nditiideht pedigree, '^:^ v^^lijff^ 
To Wallace there with sijdty men camtj hfc*^ ' - *^^>'#! 
Who 'gainst ther English did gteit danger fia&,^;^M^ 
And was so stout, courageous, and brisk, * ' ' f '5*1^ 
He from his faith ne'er! mown was td fKnch; ■ -#fep? 
Nor to^ King Edward ever yield an inch. ' '^ ^*^ 

Into iStrochane a long time there did lief :yi^^& 

And fought the SouthVon always valiakftly. ;^ 7* f ^^'# 
Who him and his did grievously oppress, ''^* ^^^?j 

His son was call'd the flow'r of courtliness : ' ^v^j^'^' 
Who otherwise dare say do him traduce, -^7 "^ 

If they'll but read the history _of Bruce, .-- i^ ^-i*^ 

They'll find recorded there'his glorious fame], ^» rvirF^i 
Brave Alexander was his Christian name': > " c"-^'i^ 
In peace and war he always ruled we^ll, -S^^itP 

Such was his courage, conduCty and; his Skill;'' --• 4;^^^^ 
In time of war for honoinr • did contest, ' ♦ ' - - ^^■ 
Of the crowii'd frieiids was thought one of the best^'^; 
In time of peaceTie never had a peel, ' ^ ^ ^ : ^ < ; • til 
So courteous he was, and so genteel. ^^^^^ ^ " 

Ambitiously each his acquaintance sought ;} i 
Of manner he was quintessence thought. 
Freely and truly at all times he spoke, ■ 

And what he promis'd never ru'd nor broke : ♦ 

Roxburgh he won, and held it falthfiilly^ * r > / 

Till traitors thro'' their treason Caus'dhiltf "die. ': ; q 1 
But in what cursed way or manner htf^j • ii m 

It is not proper to'relat«> it now : '" - ' 
And on that subject we shill ^ktio^tnore. • ^ ^ « 
His father came as^ I have ^ald before ': ". ^ i • 

Who cheef^ftdly. 'great wiilihgness did^how, 
For to assist against the common foe, , « 
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Each man did him esteem^ aAd hijp]^ ipi^ '^ 

In war, for sob(^, vigihmt, anid* mmi ' -f' ^ ' 

A prelate next unto Ai^hattloi cfijlffj^^^^^^^ - * 

Who of his loi^sHp^di^^lid 1^?^ 

He worthy was, hothj9nE(h^^gi^ iEUld wg^ 

Of Sinclair hkwd, fttye%«^ jN^ 

The pope, to saVe pj^'^dbotfU i^qi^ hell, , 

Did him creat^dM K^^ WD^$1}. 

But Eiigii^tm^Bit^ 

I>^riy'd him liiEM^]^ 

Not knowing "^en to #hdm- la^,'in^0 hi^' Suit, 

To save hislife dwelt three fti8 tfeyff in Bute. 

During which space he wa^loqpt'safeattd sound. 

And under the LiM Steiuu^'^elter fbun^. 

Till Wallace, who" won l^^xN^^NTlMck with pain> 

HestOT'd him to hirfiyihgS all i%aitt ; v 

With many morc,-who wei« idl overthrown 

By English, aiid restor^d-iiiltd thefr^own. ^ 

Wallace' small ho8t> c^ whom I* spOke .of kte. 
Having the rogue M'Fadzean'now defeat, 
■Return'd unto the fidd wjberie' they had fought. 
Got arms and spoil, Ib^hind^llieni left they nought. 
Thro' Lorn they" march asf hitodsotne as they can. 
And of their number scarce had lost a man. 
'On the fifth day unto Ardchattan went, 
Wliere-4hey found Wallace blyth and well content. 
His -men ' he welcomies,. highly soundis their praise. 
Who did behave themselves so weD always. 
* Take all the spoil,' said hej 'falls to- thy share, 
' I fight for hoiioUr, aiid for namore I care.' 
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CHAP. IIL 

How Wauqce ipon St, Jonnstoun. 

When Wallace 4ilB:e had clear'd the -Highland coast, 
Kiirdtbe M'F«d2«to;^ and defeat' his host :f 
And wisely settled idl Argyll and Loiii, • . • 

In spite of all that rogue's eont^nipi kta^^fucofm. ' 
Nothing he bng'd so ihuch to "se^ lAj^'eiu^ 
As sweet St. Johnstoun, now the -l^iiTc^ Penh. 
Ramsay he calls, both trusty, trUe^-ittidkahd, ' 
And there to him diseliMs allhls^ifiiildk 
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' Bonny St. Jobuftouiif on the river Tay^ 
' Where South'ron nde with arbitrary sway^ ,^, . . ^'^^ 
'There captive Scot^JI'veiflptaJkJ^rty, > . • ^^-^j^ 
''And made ten Engl|flfa for OI^^&i0t3 mandie; 



But yet methinks I want sufficient m^id^ ■ <v ^^ 

^Till I kill thousands more, inat^id x)f tc^iia. . . .>:^ 
^ I'll make them know they have noxight to nile,.^^ |^ 
And cause them shortly all sing up pcNrt«y9i4t' /^ f-m 
* That town/ said Ramsay^ ' long th^ canl|o| keqpn ,^| 
' The walls are low, although Jhe ditch be lilW> v ;t?i,<i>t: 
' Which our good men can very quickly jiU;^ n - 1 ?i^' 
^ Then we may march a thousand at our will. i^^ ^\ 
' The South'ron pride p^ri^ipswe then aooay q.u^* ^^^0 
Wallace was pleas'di and both rode to I>unken.\ . - i^k^ 
There three ftill days away their time they part, ,,^1 :!^f 
Ai^d all their projects wisely did forecast. >. -:^^ >« 

Rmnsay caus'd make great big machines of tree, , ;>mV 
By the best workman could be had for fee ; ^ ji 

And down the water in a little space, , , ~, J 

Does carry them to the appointed place. <J^4 

Then all the host unto.St Johnstouh past, ;^^ u 

With earth and stone fill'd up the ^dies fast, 
Flaiks there they made of timber fresh and tight^ ^^4 
Then to th^ walls a passage made on sight, ^ Ht #; 

Bastalies strong they suddenly up rear, it fi"^ 

Then do advance with glittering sword and spear. , '^/ 
Sir John the Graham, and RamsaV, that bold kn%bt^ '^ '' 
The turret bridge besiege with ^1 their might. 
Wallace himself, with^his good men afoutidjl'^' 
Doth take his^post at mid side of the town.^ ^ 
The South'rons much perplexed in their minds. 
Defend them^lves with JQew and atrange engines. 
Wherewith they furiously, and v^ry fast, , 

Great numbers of prodigious stones do cast ; 
Yet the brave Scots that liardy still had been, r ^^ 

With sword and::fipear that clever were a%d keen^ 
At hand3^-blows no sooner with them met> 
Than in their blood their weapons all were wet. 
Though English there like gallant qaen and lH»ve> . 
Into ^t convict boldfy did behave : ^ 

Yet suddenly they were put to the worse, - -, 'I 

The Scots upon them enter m by force. 
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%. thousand o'<er the wall got speedily^ 

rfaen in the town rose a prodigious cry. 

Etamsay and <}nihani, such was their lucky fisite^ 

$oon gain'd^ then entered at the turret gate. 

K squire true^ who Ruthven was to name, 

A.t lliat assault was with Sir John the Graham, 

And thirty men, who laid about them well, 

As to their smart the South'ron there did feel. 

riifin-the true Scots came in upon all ^des. 

And bravely curried all their English hides. 

Two- thousand there they kill'd upon the street. 

And in th^ kennel tread beneath their feet. 

When Sir John Stewart saw the town was lost. 

He like a coward fled, and left his host ; 

Then sixty men in light barge, and he. 

Scour down the water, straight unto Dundee, 

Wallace abode dll the- fourth day at morn. 

But lef! nmie there that were in England bom. 

Great riches gpt> and «v'ry thing was good. 

And then the town repeopled with Scots blood ; 

Ruthven he left their captain for to be, 

rhat post by Yight full well deserved he : 

He sundry gifts got more in herit^^e, . 

His service so ^d Wallace' heart engage. 

rhus after Wallace settl'd matters so. 

He to the north prepares himself to go. 

In Aberdeen he caus'd proclaim and ery. 

That Scots men tibu^e d^ould meet immediately^ 

ro Cooper rode, to view that abbacy> 

From which the Abbot he thenght fit to flee. 

Good Bishop Sinchur, without longer st^. 

Met him^t Glams, ai|d travell'd on the way. 

To Bj^chin, ^here:ihey lodged all.^t nighty 

Thenxm the morn, Wallace, by it waa light, 

Caus'd noblem^, a^ bi their rich aririQr, 

The Scotish bannw S$Mj there di^la^. 

Then instantly j^odaim cUfiim the spot. 

To kill all South'roiis whwe dicy could be got 

In battle raufc, th^ through the Mearn^ they march;, 

And diligently aft^ South'r<His search, 

Who frighted all b^^ the h^ da flee. 

Unto Dunnoter^, standing in the sea* 

F 
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To that great strength, they all in haste do throng. 

Their number then made up four thousand strong. 

Some in the church their sanctuary took. 

The rest march'd up all* to the craigy rock. 

"With whom the bishop fairly treated so. 

To spare their lives, if from the land they'd go. 

Like fools, they on his words would not rely. 

Therefore a fire waa brought speedily : 

Which burnt the church and all those South'ron boys; 

Out o'er the rock, the rest rush^d with great noise ; 

Some hung on craigs, and loth were to die. 

Some lapp some fell, some flutter'd in the sea ; 

And perish'd aH, not one remain'd alive. 

What man could think such rogues could better thrive? 

When Wallace' men saw them all dead and gone. 

They ask'd the bishop absolution, 

Wallace he thought their fault it was but small : 

Then leugh, and said, I do forgive you all. 

Bemember our brave barons Yvmg'd in Air, 

What pity did the South'ron show us there ? 

To Aberdeen then Wallace quickly past, • 

Where English men were flitting very fast. 

Numbers of ships, resembling growing woods. 

Lay in the harbour to truse off their goods. 

At an ebb 8ea,^he .Scots did make a trip. 

And seiz'd the servants there of ev'ry ship : 

Took out the goods, the ships they set on fire. 

The men on land they bum'd both bone and lyre. 

The priests and children, maids and married wives. 

They saVd, aiid freely let pass with their lives. 

To Buchan next good Wallace he does ride. 

Where the Lord Beaumont order'd was to bide. ' 

Barl he was but dhort time made before. 

And after ^brwck'd it very Jittle more. 

When he got notice Wallace was in view. 

Unto the SlaiDs he privately withdrew : 

Took shipping, and returned to England back, 

Had little of his government to crack. 

Wallace rode on, both over height aad plain. 

At Cromarty hath many South'rons ihin. 

And then retum'd back to Aberdeen, * 

With hiB bly th host upon the Lammas ev'n, 
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Where to his friends a welcome sight was he^ 
Then with his army march'd unto Dundee. 



CHAP. IV. 

How Wallace laid Siege to Dundee, and gave Battle to 
Kirkingham, Treasurer of King Edward, and the Earl 
of Warran, at Stirling Bridge, 

iVallacs his vaiiant soldiers does oblige^ 

Most vig'rously the castle tp besiege. 

Wisely disposes all, no time is los^ 

And to each man assigns his proper post^ 
I By this Sir A5nfner, that unnat'r^ foe^. 
f In haste for England does prepare to go : 

Like to b — sh-^ himself, with panic fear. 

Packs up his baggage, all his goods and^ar. 

Among the South'ron like a poor exile, 
( To lurk, ^d to abscond himself a while. 

There Wallace' actions all he doth relate, . 
^ Which did oblige the English to regret 
I Their sad misfortimes, and imlucky chance 
' Which now had put their measures to a stance. 

Edward to Scotland could not go that time, 

^^et still the more to aggravate his crime. 

He Kirkingham, his treasurer does command. 

And Earl Warran, with a numerous band 

Qf horse and foot, on Scotland for to fall. 

To worrie Wallace, and destroy up all. 

This numerous host do march with all their speed, 

The Earl Patrick them received at Tweed, 

Invet'rate malice who 'gainst Wallace bore. 

As like a rogue he always did bef[»*e : 

And to his native country now does strive 

To work all mischief that he can contrive. 

The English now a muster do intend. 

And find their host full sixty thousand men. 

Then march they all straight unto StirMng bridge. 

And in their way the castle do besiege. \ 

When of those newsx Wallace had got some taste, 

He then indeed bestirr'd himself in haste. 

A captain plac'd, of vigilance and care, . 

For to command the siege was lying there. 

2 . 
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Two thousand gciod, in number they would 4ie, 
North country men, and dwellers at Dundee. 
Then march'd his men, all clever young and tight. 
And in St Johnstoun quarter'd that same night. 
At Sheriff-muir them up in order drew. 
And narrowly he did them all review. 
Then with brave air spoke Sir John the Graham, 
The glory of ^at noble ancient name : 

* Great feats we have petf^^'med in the field, 

' With smaller force, and «tr<Miger foe made yield. 

* Who fight,' said Wallace, ' for just righteous ei^j 
' God unto them assistance always sends ; 

' Then though the enemy were ten thtmsand taov^ 
/ Let's up and beat them -as we've done before. 
' Near Stirling bridge I purpose for to be, 
' There to contrive smne subtile jeopardy ; 

* In which we may our South'ron.foes ensnare^ 
' So soon as the fat-lugged lowns come there. 

* We'll keep the bridge ^th our true men and stout, 

* They're not acquamted'with tlie w»y about.' 
Wallace sends Jop. to t^ll that Tuesday next. 
To fight the South'ron was tlie ^y prefix'd. 
On Saturday unto the bridge they rode, 

-Which was well j(»n'd with good plain boards and broa* 

Watches he set about hhn cv'ry where. 

That none might know what he was wanting there, 

A cunning caipenter, by name. John Wright, 

He quickly calls, and falls to wo]4c on sight 

Caus'd saw the 'boards immediately in two. 

By the mid ixeat;4hat none might over go, 

On comal bands caus'd nail it^very. s^on. 

Then fiU'd with ^lay, as nothing had be^n doiie. 

The other end to stand, direeteUi there. 

On wooden rollers with great art and care^ 

Whep one was out, that idl the restAmjght fall. 

The carpenter below, he caus'd withal> 

In' a close cradle cunningly to sit. 

And l^se the pin when Wallace thought it fit, 

Which,,^by one blast, he of a horn would kziow. 

Then to be sure to let the roHergo. 

The day of battle does approach at length. 

The English then advance with all theii: strength^ 
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L'nd fiffy thousand march in battle rank^ 

'nil six to one> yet Wallace never shrank^ 

Tie rest tjiey lay about the castle-hill, 

toth field and castle thought to have at will. & 

?he worthy Scots together close did bide, 

n the plain field upon the other side, 

lugh Kirkingham the vanguard on led h^ • 

Vith twenty thousand likely men to see; 

rhe Earl of Warran thirty thousand had, 

f all were good, the number was not bad. ^ 

?hu8 fifty thousand silly South'ron sots, 

loudly march up against nine thousand Scotj». 

Vhen Kirkingham his twenty thousand men, 

liad past the bridge quite to the other end ; 

tome oi^the Scots in earnest without scorn, 

thought it high time to blow the warning horn ; 

^t Wallace he march'd stoutly through tlie plain; 

ued on his men, their nmnber did disdain; 

i^ill Warran's host thick on the bridge did go, 

?hen he from Jop did take the horn and blow : 

lo loud and shrill, he warned, good John Wright, ^ 

Vho so<Mi struck-^out the Toiler with great slight. ^ 

^'hen all went down, when the pin was got out, . 

Lt which arose a fearful cry and shout. 

U}th men and horse into the river fell, 

lonest John Wright did act his part so well. 

^'he hardy Scots, with heavy strokes and sore, 

Lttack the twenty thousand that came o'er. 

V'allace and Ramsay> Lundie, Boyd, and Graham, 

Vith dreadful strokes made them retire, fy shame i 

'he South'rons front they fought all face to face, 

Vho, to their ignominy and disgrace, 

)id neithei: stand nor fairly foot the score, 

hit did retire five acre breadth and more. 

Vallace on foot, with a great sharp sword goeS, 

jjoiongst the very thickest of his foes ; 

>n Kirkingham there such a stroke he got, 

n spite of all his armour and mail-coat, 

rhat kiird him dead ; none durst him there rescue. 

rhen to that valiant dtptain bade adieu. 

AHien Kirkingh^im dead on the spot to lie, . 

rhe South'ron saw, then they beg^irto fiy : 



126 THE HISTORY OF 

Who, though they had fought it most bloody hot,. 
Ten thousand lost and left dead on the spot. 
THe rest they fled, nor none durst stay behind ; 
Succour they sought, but none at all could find. 
Some east, some west, and some fled to the north; 
Seven thousand fluttered all at once in Forth, 
Who from that* river little mercy foimd ; 
For few escap'd, and most of all were drown*d. 
On Wallace' side no man was kill'd of note. 
But Andrew Murray, a true hearted Scot 
When Warrants men saw all was lost and tint. 
They fled as fast as fire does flrom a flint. 
Ne'er look'd about, nor once a Scots man fac'd. 
But to Dunbar march'd in a dev'lish haste. 

Thus thirty thousand English, in a word. 
Like cowards fled without one stroke of sword,^ 
I'hen Wallace host pursu\l with all their might. 
Took up the bridge, and loos'd good John Wright. 
The Earl Malcolm from the castle past. 
And with his men pursu-d the South*ron fast. 
Through- the Tor wood the Earl Warran fled. 
Where many of hi$ men got a cold bed. 
He had. the rogue Gorspatrick for his guide. 
With «^hip and spur they both away did ride. 
Straight to Dunbar, and left their scattered host,. 
Who in their fright were all cut do^^wi almost.. 
The Scotish horse they had pursued so. 
Were so fatigu'd no farther could they go. 
Wallace and Graham, who still together rode,. 
At Haddington a mighty slaughter made. 
Ramsay aad Boydj Adam of Richardtown, 
Richard of X/Undie, are all lighted down^* 
With them three hundred brave Scots cavalry. 
Which Wallace was extremely glad to see. 
The Earl Malcolm he was also there. 
And blyth and glad all sumptuously fare. 
The Earl Warran and Gorspatrick are. 
By tliis time safely got into Dunbar. 
Whom Wallace did most hotly there pursue, . 
But missing them had little more to do. 
Having at least full thirty thousand slain. 
In the pursuit^ and upon Stirling plaio.. 
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Fn Haddington he quartered all that night. 

Then back for Stirling march'd by morning light. 

On the assumption day this battle's fought. 

Where the braVe Scots have perfect wonders wrought. 

Then; after all, sinre sicker work to make. 

Of all tlie barons he an oath does take. 

That as Scots Warden they would him respect. 

And he with all his power would them protect ; 

Sir John Monteith, who was of Arran Lord^ 

Most readily unto it did accord : 

And faithfully himself by oath he bound. 

To stand by Wallace, and defend the crown. 

All those who freely would not thus comply. 

He caus'd be punislVd with severity. 

5ome put to death, and som6 to prison sent : : ' 

Hia^ glorious fame thro' both, the kingdom? went'; 

iSoon after, by a tyrant got Dundee, 

And yet the men fled all away by sea. 

The English captains that were free to stay. 

Their castles left, and then stole all away. 

So that in Scotland, when ten days were gone. 

An English Captain there you could see none. 

Dxcept in Roxburgh, and in Berwick town. 

Which to reduce Wallace intended soon. 
That time there was a baron of great fame. 

Who Chrystal Seaton was unto his name ; 

He with the Soutji'ron often did contend. 

And did in Jedburgh wood himself defend. 
From the Scot's faith to swerve he never would. 
Not for a million of King Edward's gold. 
Heabottle, who did Jedburgh then command. 
When he the South'ron saw expell'd the Jand ; 
He suddenly did from the castle flee, ^ 

W^ith all his men, seven score in company. 
Chrystal, with forty Scots, does him pursue. 
Most of the men, and captain there he slew. 
Oreat store of riches, gold and household stufl^. 
From South'ron got, and purely swin'd their buff. 
Jedburgh he took, plac'd Ruth'ven captain there. 
Brave Seaton then to Lothian did repair : 
Of him hereafter, greater feats and more 
You'll hear, than what he did to the seven scores 

4 ' 
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And whoso please the Bruce's book to relid. 

Will see him faxn'd for many a vaHant deed* 

Wallace does now consider and advise^ 

Where to ^d out good faithfal m^a and wise^. 

Who by experience did understand^. 

Hightly to manage and govern the land^ 

Captains he made^ and sheriffs very goqd. 

Some of his own^ &ad some of other blood; 

His cousin Crawford, governor to be 

Of Edinburgh^ and the castle order'd he. 

Now Scotland's free, lives in great peace and ease,^ 

And South'rons are fled home to toast their cheese^ 

Wallace, much like a prince, doth rule and reign. 

Waiting a time to. get his lawful king. 

From Edward, who kept him in London town. 

Most wrongfully, firom his own righteous crown. 

BOOK VIIL 
CHAP. I. 

Horn Wallace pul Corspatrick out of Scotland^ 

FvfE months thus Scotltod had both peace and rest 

From war, wherewith they were so much oppressed ;. 

Then a convention's call'd of the estates. 

To settle matters, and end all debates : 

And in St. Johnstoun are assembled all. 

Except Corspatrick, who did mocK their call^ 

Then Wallace he addressed that parfinnent. 

And humbly ask'd if they would all consent,: 

For to forgive Corspatrick what was past, 

Providing he would own his fault at last. 

And swear fidelity unto the crown ; 

To which they all consented very soon. 

A letter then they speedily indite. 

And in most kind and friendly terms they write;:: 

Beseeching him, with handsome compliment. 

He would accept share of the government. 

Which kindly message all did prove in vain. 

He leugh, and it contemn'd with great disdain. 

' We have great need,' said he, -' now of a king^ 

' When Wallace he as governor does reign. 
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' That king of Kyle I cannot understand^ 

^ Of hjm I never held a fur of land^ 

' That Bauchler thinks^ and does believe it weel^ 

* That fortune she will never change her wheel. 

* As for your k)rds> I let you understand, 
' I'm |9K>t obliged to answer your demand ; 
' As free I am in thk^ realm to reign^ 

' Lord of my own> as either prince or king. 
^ Great lands in England, there I also have, 
^ Whereof no subject rent of me can crave. 

■ What would you theit? I warn you I am free, 

■ No answer more your letters get from me.' 
Back to St. Johnstoun this fine speech is sent, 
\nd laid before the l<»rds of parliament. 

^t reading which -Walkce no patience had. 
But storm'd and stfur'd asiie'd been almost mad. 
EiixQself could not recover for a while, 
*Cause in disdain he call'd him King o^ Kyle. 
Then up he ros^,'^ and, without more or less. 
Unto the lords he did himself address : 

* My liMrds,' said hey ' there can be but one king,, . 
' Wlio can at once over this kingdom reign. 

^ If Earl Patrick takes such ways and gates, 

* And ^ttft be suffered to insult the states, 

* I plainly thiiA, and I shall add no more, 

* We are in worse condition than before. 
' Therefore I vow- to God, that if he be 

* In this readm, one of us two shall die, 

^ Unless he come ancJr own his lawful king, 

* 'Gainst the falsii^t\tle Edward taSaes to reign. 

* tiis taunt and scorn he shall repent and rue, . 
' Who ci^s me king^ who am a subject true.' 
He took his leave of all the council then. 

And march'd away with two hundred good men. - 
Towards Kinghom does hasten very fast. 
And on the morrow over Forth he past. 
Then unto Musselburgh does safely get. 
Where he with honest Robert Lauder met. 
Who 'gainst the crown did never y^t rebel. 
And Imted Edward as he hated hell. 
'Gainst Earl Patrick was n\pst glad to go, 
Who to his country was a bloody focv 

6 
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Crystal of Seatrni, with his men^ e'er longj 

Came and made Wallace ftill four hundred stroilg'A. 

A squire Lyle, that did the country ken. 

At Lintoun he came up with twenty men. 

Told that Corspatrick and his men of war. 

From Cockbum's path, were marching to Dunban. 

' Come on,' said I^uder^ ' let us faster ride,' 

' No, no,' said Wallace, * he'll our bellum>bid^.. 

^ Another thing, pray also understand, 

* A hardier lord is not in all our land/ 

By east Dunbar they marph'd, and tarry'd not. 

But Earl Patrick of them notice got. 

Who in a fid^, near Innerweik, did then 

Draw up nine hundred able fighting men. 

Wallace, with his four liundred, stout and tight, 

Approachejd fast, and came within their sight ; 

Who fiercely up to Earl Patrick ride. 

Where they, like furies fight on ev'ry side. 

That conflict was both terrible and strong. 

On either side, and did continue long. 

Much Scptish blood was spilt, they fought so fierce/ 

More than with pleasure I can here rehearse. 

But Earl Pat;yick left the field at last. 

Some few with him to Cockburn's path they past; 

Towards Dun][)ai: march'd Wallace, but was told, 

lliat no provisions, lefl were in the hold. 

Nor men of worth the castle to defends" 

When he that story heard from end to end,* 

Dunbar he took, and no resistance fand^ ^ 

Gave it to Ghi^ystal Seaton to command* 

After the Earl Wallace marchcfs then. 

To Cockburn's path, with him three hundred meny 

Whom in a range about the park he feci. 

To Bunkle, wood, Corspatrick then he ^itd; 

Then out of that to Norfiam passed he. 

When Wallace saw that better could not bei 

To Coldstream ro3e, and lodged upon Tweed; 

When Earl Patrick made greiit haste and speedy 

And passed by ere Wallace' men arose, . 

To Etrick forest without resting goes, 

Into Cockholm'' Corspatrick took him rest. 

Then for more force Wallace march'^to the west 
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The Earl Patrick he goes by and by. 

For England, seeking some more new supply., 

To Bishop Beik, he there complained sore, 

Whom Wallace had from Scotland chas'd before^ 

Who all Northumberland, with great surprise, 

Caus'd quickly with the Earl Patrick rise. 

Then order'd Bruce likewise to Scotland go. 

To win his own, they coaxed him up so, ^ 

Made him believe Wallace set up for kinp^, 

A most ridiculous and calumnious- thing ; 

Whereas the whole design he had in hand, ^ 

Was to bring Bruce free home tf) his own land* 

Thus from Oyss water to the river Tweed 

An host of thirty thousand pass'd with speed. 

And from the Thames came ships immediately. 

To watch Dunbar, that none should them supply. 

With twenty thousand all bred up in war. 

The Earl Patrick does besiege Dunbar, 

The Bishop Beik and Robert Bruce did then 

Abide at Norham with ten thousand men. 

Then Wallace like a sudden thunder ci*ack. 

Came with five thousand Scotsmen at his back | , 

All shining in their armour qlear and bright. 

For to rescue the Seaton wise and wight. 

Then under Yester that night lodged he. 

Where Hay came to him with good cavalry* 

Who in Down forest all that time had been. 

And had the coming of the South^ron seen. 

Fifty good men ^^^^ ^^^y 1^^ with him there, . 

Corspatrick*s case to Wallace all declare- 

^ My counsel is/ s^id Hay, ' you battle give; 

' It is a pity he «o long should live : 

* If with your ipcn you could them overset, 

' Such powV again he would not xjuickly get.' 

Wallace he thank'd him fur his counsel kind. 

Yet after all consulted his own mind:. 

By this Corspatrick caus'd a fellow pass. 

Who told to Beik that Wallace coming was. 

He of the tidings was exceeding glad. 

Amends of him fain would, he Uaere have had... 

But more ado thro.' Lammermuir they rode, 

N^p: die Spotmuir in ambush theye abodes . 

a ■ 
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Most cunningly bo dose togetKer drew. 

That of their coining Wallace nothing knem- 

Then, which was worse, did suddenly e9py« 

Corspatrick marching very furiously. 

On a plain field, with all his nuin'rous host,. 

Of whom the Braggadocio much did boast. 

Brave Seaton, who was a most welcome guests 

To Wallace's assistance came in haste. 

Yet prudently the Scots concluded then 

Themselves too few for twenty thousand m^i^ 

Jop musing also, did advise at length. 

That Wallace would retire into some strength. 

' To lose your men great folly, were, therefore, 

' rU go with speed, and quickly bring- you more.'' 

' A dang'rous chace,' said Wallace, ' Qiey may make, 

' We are too near such counsel now to take : 

' Therefore I'll. never flee, nor yet give o'er, 

' So long as I have one against their four ; 

' There's twenty here with us this very day^ 

' Would them attack, although I were away. 

' If they be num'rouc, we are stout and strong, 

' Let's up and fight them, for they'll ne'er stand long.' 



CHAP. 11. 

How Corspatrick brought into Scotland Bishop Beth aid 
Bobert Btuce, and how Wallace gave them battle, and 
put them out of Scotland* 

JVow warlike Wallace 'gainst Cbrspatrick goes. 

And both tlie armies fast together close,. ^ 

The bloody battle does appear. 

Each with his hashing sword and pierqng spear : 

Agains( his fellow furiously does ri^e^ 

And havoc great makes there on ev'ry aide. 

Some were kill'd dead, some got their mo^ytiU wound. 

Some from their horses suddenly knock'd do^wn. 

On South'ron side, Ave thousand on tiie spot 

Lay dead ! the Scots did push so very hot. 

And did their front cut down so furiously. 

That all the rest were on the wing to fly. 

But Earl Patrick, in the wars expert. 

Kept still h^ ground, and caus'd bi« m^ tajce heart 
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)■ Scotish ho8t» men jo£ renowned fma», 

: cut down ekmty ail wfaeee'cr they came.. 

ildce-andltainsay^ and the Graham worth gold» . 

bard of Lundie^ «id the Seaton bold, 

1 Adam Wallace true of Rkhardtown, 

b Hay and JLyle^ all men of great renown i 

d, Barclay^ ftdn!, and Laudimr^ true ^xid t^^^. 

nbera of English men kill'd in the flighty 

EaA Patrick fiercely still fou|^ on, . 
h his own hand to death put inai^ a one* 
;n the brave Scots so boldly him accost^ 
at slops they made through all the Engliih hott^ 
i SouUi'ron then plainly began to flee/ 

Bishop Beik approaching fadt they see. 
i ambush all at once does quickly then* 
ak up» consisting of ten thousand men. 
om^ when good Wallace saw so fast appear^ . 
thought it fit xm horseback to retire : 
yet his men together stnck so fast> 
1 would he try th6 South'nm as tiiey past, 
so surrounded was with this fresh host^ 
either side^that he was almost lost. 
I worthy Scots so fiercely fought again^ 
Beik's new men abundance they have skm. 
i Earl Patrick sturdily he fought^ 
o' all the throntg^ and the^re for Wallace sought, 
whom he did in spite o's coat»of-mail> 
e such a blow as wounded him a deal, 
n Wallace drew against that traitor lown, « 
iToke x()u<^ iQ^s^ 1^^^ ^u^ dove Maitland down^ 

racklessly betwixt the two did pass, 

b his hard int^, and say misfortune was. 
d Wallace naw^ he is left all alone, 

1 quite surrdupded by the South'ron ; 

horse is stick'd, he's forced to. ahght, ^ 

I fight mi foot the best way Ihat he might* 

laid about him without fear or dread, 

h his good sword that trusty was indeed. 

i Earl Patrick then commanded soon, 

h spears that they should bear good Wallace doWD^ 

o like a champion brave stood on the field, 

if'd off th^ heads, nfkd scorned for to fidd. 
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The worthy Scots of this they little wist. 

Got to good Graham, when Uiey their chieftain mist. 

Lauder and Lyle, and Hay, that were so wight ; 

And Ramsay bold, that brave and gallant knight ; 

Lundie and Boyd, and Chrystal Seaton true. 

Five hundred horse brought Wallace to rescue^ 

Then in amcmg them furiously they rade. 

Large room about them quickly there they made. 

The Bishop Beik was trampled on the groimd>. 

Without respect unto his lordship's gown ;: 

Ere^he got up a great deal there they slew, . 

Then gaJlantly brave Wallace did rescue. 

Upon a horse they mounted him on sight. 

Then to a strength rode off with all their might:. 

Where he fom* tiMusand of his men did find. 

To the great satisfaction of his mind. 

To Bishop Beik Corspatrick does return. 

Curses misfortune, and begins to mourn ; 

When as he found seven thousand men were lost^ . 

And kiU'd that day for all the bishop's boast. . 

Of Wallace* men, five hundred kill'd I guess, . 

But not one chieftain, so he car'd the less. 

The Bishop Beik with what men he- had there, . 

Left Lammer-muir, and quartered elsewhere ; . 

'Who when the field of battle he had past, . 

To Wallace all the country flocked fast, 

Crawford of Edinburgh, brought with him on sight, . 

Four hundred men, all in their armour brjgjit. . 

From Tiviotdale came many a good man. 

From Jedburgh also with what speed they can. 

Sir William also, the Lord of Douglas came. 

With four score men of most undoubted fame. 

T wo thousand fresh new men do there propose, 

A full revenge that night upon their fi>efiu , 

Wallace' watches, all good men and true^ ''^' 

Attentively the South'ron's quarters ^ew. 

Then after supper, Wallace quietly. 

To Laramcr-muir march'd with his cavalry. 

Sir John the Graliam, and Seaton that good hand, 

Lauder and Hay, three thousand did command. 

The rest himself most wisely he did guide. 

With him we?e Douglas^ fiainsay, Barclay, Boyd;^. 
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Richard of Lundie^ a bold man and stout^ 

And Adam Wallace^ whom no man durst doubt. 

Who, by the time the sun was come in sights 

Surpris'd the English, unprepared for fight :. 

And furiously, with sword in hand cut dowii. 

Many a proud and saucy South'ron lown ; 

Some rose tx)nfus'dly and some^^ away ; 

Some on the ground weresmoored where they lay.^ 

Great noise and cry rose aU round-about ; • 

Then came Sir John the Graham both bold and stout 

With his brave men, all cheerful, blyth, and glad^ ' 

At sight of whom ten thousand South'ron fled. 

Yet Bishop Beik behav'd well in that throng, . 

And in the fight continued very long. 

One Skeltonihere, that was an English knight; . 

Before him stood in shining armour bright ; 

To save his lord, he fought most valiantly ; 

Whom, there so soon as Lundie did espy,' 

With his good sword, a backward stroke he gave. 

Which kiU'd the English knight both stout and brKve.'. 

Then fled they all, no lohger durst abide> 

Patrick and Beik aWay with Bruce do ride.- 

Whot>with fl-Ve thousand took the readiest wayy^ 

To Norham house, with all the speed they may. . 

To Scots whowere both able, young, and tight, . 

Pursu'd and kill'd great numbers in the flight* 

Thus twenty thousand Sbuth'ron in a word. 

In flight and battle, perisll'd by the sword. 

Wallace returns* from Norham without more, . 

But for the Bruce his heart was mighty sore. 

Whom he had rather seen the crown enjoy. 

Than master been of air the gold in Troy ; 

O'er Patrick's land^, Wallace he marched fast, . 

Took out the goBdw^ and castles down, did, c£ist. . 

He twelve of thiilm, that Mathamis they caU, 

Broke quickl;^ down, and them destroyed all. . 

Within the Merse and Lothian left he none 

To him belonged, except Dunbar alone. 

To Edinburgh then he march'd on the eighth day, , 

And on the morrow, he, without delay. 

Unto St. Johnstoun very quickly past. 

And told the baroAs all ffom jSrst to l^st^ 
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How sacredly he kept had his vow. 

And got a master to Coarspatrid^^ now ; 

Who said of late>4hat he a& free did reign 

In this realm as eith^ priaee or king. 

(H" what he's. won> needs not great boasting nake^ 

Let him come bai^ and now take up hia^take. 

Great thankfulness the kNrds did thete express^ .. 

To Provident for Wallace' g^ood success^ 

Then Wallace with an open lib'ral hand^ 

To men deserving dealt the rebdai kmd« , 

To his own kin no heritage g«ve he. 

But offices that ev'ry maxk might seiey 

All he propos'd was this one very things 

The nation's peace, and hcmour of his king ; : 

Thr which he would abide and stand the lawy 

So soon as he his king and master saw. 

Now old and young, the gid mid the bay. 

Have peace and rest, and dap their hteda £ur j<ey«i . 



CHAP, m. 

Hofif Wallace march' d i/da England^ and prntuuned ikere 
three quarters ef a year^ and returned without Bidik. 

October now by this timeV almost pa^t^' 

And cold November is approaching fast. 

When to his shifts, those news Kii^g Edward putr. 

And do confound him to the very guts ; 

Yet by Corspatrick's counsel 4Qes intend. 

Once more an army 'gainst the Scots ta send. 

Wallace inform'd pf their wicked plqts. 

Assembled quickly forty thousand Scots, 

In Roslin muir, where he the lord^ addrest 

' £dward,'^he said, / our nation's common pest, 

' Us to invade does threaten with bold fa^; 

' But, faith, I'll try if I can turn the chace, 

' And with an host be first on Engli^ grounds 

' In spite of all the subjects of his crown.' 

The lords they ofFer'd very cheerfully. 

To march along with all their cavalry. 

Wallace he thank'd them, thought it" needless then, 

Choos'd of that number twenty thousand men^ 
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With horse and harness^ treapons new and tight. 

Does them provide^ and shining annonr bright^ 

The rest to march> he quickly did command^ / 

To their.own; homes to cultivate the land« 

* Thig army's big^ enough for my design^ 

^ If we be all of one and the same mifid. 

' Thgcn let us to it, either do or die, 

^ Who flies oac yields shall never ransom'd be, 

' Our kingd(Hn's poor^ Wasted by South'ron knaves^ 

' We. shall get gold or honourable graves.' 

Then all the host promis'd wilji heartland hand^ 

Close to stand by him and obey command. 

With Wallace also Earl Malcphn's gone, 

A better Lord and braver could4>e none ; 

And Campbell kind, the good knight of Lochlow, 

To SouthVon still a fearful grievous cow; 

Good Ramsay alsoy hoiK)ur to his name; 

And the most valiant good Sir John the Graham ; , 

And Adam Wallace^ whom no man durst doubt ;. 

And Robert Boyd, both trusty, true, and stout, 

Lundie and Lauder, and brave Auchinleck, 

Seaton^and Hay,^ all men of great respect. 

This noble host, with courage mardi away. 
To Broxe's field, in good and brave array. 
Where Wallace made a little haste,, and then 
To Roxburgh gate rode up with twenty men : 
Where boldly he did call ^mSir Ralph Gray, 
Told him for sieging now he could not stay : 
Therefore desir*d he would quickly please. 
To quit the castle and give up the keys. 
If he refus'd, then swore before them all. 
At his return he'd hang him o'er the wall. 
Then wheeFd about^ back to his army went. 
The like command to Berwick quickly sent, 
^With Sir John Ramsay, who despatqh'd on sight, , 
Then march'd the host all in their armour bright. . 
Began at Tweed, and noUling spar'd they fand. 
But burn'd by force thro' all Northumberland. 
All Durham town up in a flame they sent. 
But churches spar'd, and abbeys where they went. 
Then unto York they mar«h'd without dday, 
^?a fto they thought it there to bum and slay ; 
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For South'ron had committed the same things 
When they as tyrants did in Scotland reign. 
Forts and small castles, Wallace did throw down> 
Bum'd to the gates and suburbs of the town. 
About the walls full fifteen days they spent, ^ 
And then at last Edward to Wallace sent 
A knight, a clerk, a squire of the peace, 
Ihtreating that from burning he would cease ; 
Who promise in King Edward's name, and sayaf 
He would have battle within fifteen days. 
Good Wallace smil'd, and to the gentlemen 
With noble air replied briskly then ; 
' ril both desist from fire and from sword, 
* For forty days if he but keep his word.* 
King Edward's faith under his seal they gave. 
That in that space Wallace should battle have. 
Who quickly did consent unto the thing. 
Then they returned all. unto their king. 
Who told that they never as yet had seen. 
Such men for order and good discipline. 
Then spoke the king when th^y were at aaend: 
It wisdom is our enemies to command. 
They're to be fear'd as siure as shines the sun r 
They will resent the injuries we have done. 
Frighted, I leave tliem here to their new plots. 
And do return unto the valiant Scots. 
Wallace from York did march the second day. 
With his whole, host in noble good array. 
To the north-west they peaceably go down. 
And pitch their tents near Northallertown. 
Proclaim'd his peace, and markets all to stand. 
For forty days throughout the whole land. 
There Sir Ralph Ra,ymDnt secretly did boa&t. 
For to surprise good Wallace and his host. 
Of which some Scots men private notice got. 
Then unto Wallace did reveal the plot. 
Good Lundie then he called to him there. 
And Hugh the Hay of Lochai-tquart the heir. 
Three thousand men he quickly with him sent, 
' Then quietly out from the host they went. 
The men he took that came to him of new, 
Xo be their guides, for they the country knew^ 
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Silence/ profound^ he order'd there to be. 

And tjien drew up the host most privately. 

Raymont he with seven thousand did advance, , 

Of English horse, who there did proudly prance. 

The ambush then bambusl'd all their game. 

For with pelmell the Scots upon them came. 

Three thousand^ whole they quickly brought to ground; 

And with a vengeance they were all cut down. 

Sir Ralph himself was sticked with a spear ; 

Then all the rest in hurry fled with fear. 

To Miltown, where Wallace pursued fast. 

Great numbers kill'd, and seiz'd the town at last. 

Great store of riches he got in /he town. 

Wherewith it did so very much aboimd. 

Plenty of victuals, alg, ai\d noble wine. 

Sent to his host a very sweet propine- 

They ate and drank, trussed off their whole desire> 

Broke down the walls, and set the rest on fire. 

Three days he liv'd at the expense and cost 

Of South'ton, then returned to his host. 

Caus'd cast a ditch about him speedily. 

To keep his camp from sudden jeopardy. » * 

When English men got notice of this thing. 

They from all parts ride straight unto their king. 

Who lay at Pumfret ; but his parliament, . 

Battle tO'give, would not at all consent. 

Which caiTied was by most of all their votes, 

Unless that Wallace were crown'd king of Scots. 

But if on him Wallace the crown would take. 

To give him battle all' would ^eady make. 

This message quickly they to him despatch'd. 

But in that snare he was not to be catch'd. 

The messengers he quickly did discharge 

Out of his presence in a mighty rage. 

His council call'd; and told them all the plot. 

And treasonable message he had got. 

' It were,* said he, /a too pres^mptuous thing, 

' Against my faith to rob my righteous king. 

' It's ne'er he said, in country nor in town, 

' I'm such a rogue as to usu^ the crown. 

' But still my lung and country I'll defend, 

* Let Go^ii^ve reward rae in. the end.' 
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Some cry'd to crown him^ some said t&e consent : 
Must first be had of a Scots parliament. 
Campbell, the knight^ was there among^ the rest; , 
Who, in his judgment, thought it truly be8t> \ 
To crown him king solemnly for a day. 
And put an end to Edward's long delay : 
Which, when the Earl Malcolm he did hear. 
Both he and people all were very clear. 
Yet Wallace in his mind abhor'd the thing. 
Though all cry'd out to crown and makehim Idhg^^ 
Then, in short terms, he said, ' It ne'er should be> 
' Rest satisfi'd, you'll get no more of me ; 
' But if you please to let the story pass 
' That I am crown'd (though still the same I ^as) J 
' Assuredly we -quickly, then shall know, 
' Whether they do design to fight or no.' 
Then tp t&e messengers the* news they -bring. 
Make them .believe Wallace was crowned king; 
Who, like poor credulous and lying sots, 
AflSrm'd they saw Wallsice crown'd king of Scots^ 
Then said the Lords, ' He did so well before, 

* Now when he's king he'll certainly 6x>mare. 

* If we give battle, he's so fortunate, 

' We may repent it when it is too late.' 

Then sp^J^e another, ' He must battle have, 

' Or waste our land, there's noting else can save, 

* Through all his conquests first since he began, 
' Nothing but death ransoms an English man.' 
Woodstock said, ' Though M2e fight and them defeat; 

* They've men enough behind that will debiate : 
' If Wallace ;be but safe they do not care : 

' Therefore, methinks, more safe and sure it were, - 

' To keep each strength, castle, and walled town, 

' And save our men than to expose our crown.' 

Then all apprpv'd what Woodstock he ^d say. 

And cowardly the battle did delay. 

Thus, through their falsehood and subtility, 

Thinking that Wallace of necessity. 

Through 'want of food his ground could never standi 

But be oblig'd to steal out of the land : 

Advis'd the king to cry the markets down. 

Prom Trent to Tweed, in ev'ry burgh and town. 
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That in the faoumla no man should victual lead^ 
' Under the pain of death, without xemead! 
Wallace lay still, while forty days were gone, 
' Waiting to fight, hut battle got tie none. 
The Scotish banner then he did display. 
Trod under foot the English, seal that day ; 
An ignominious but deserving thing. 
To such a base and eowardly false king. 
Then rais'd he fire, bum^ Northallertown, 
March'd through Yorkshire boldly i(p und dowa^ 
Destroyed that land as &r as they e<Mild ride; 
Seven miles about they bum'd on ev'ry side : 
Proud palaces and tow'rs they did cast down, 
Gardenfi and orchards there did all confound. 
Nothing they spar'djof all came in their lurch. 
But women, children, and the^holy church. 
To York they march,^ and then 'th^y very soon^ 
With all their forpe, closely besiege the town : 
A strong defence they do,; prepare within. 
And di^ without « grand assault bfgm. 



CHAP. IV. 

' The Siege of York, 

Wallace his^army does in four divide. 

And then the town invests on ev'ry side. 

Himself, with Lauder, that good dever hand. 

At the south part t^ take the chief comxcand. 

The Earl Malcobn, noble, stout, and great. 

With valiant Boyd, commanded the west gate, 

Campbell the knight, and Sir John Ramsay brave. 

At the north gate their port, assign'd. them have. 

To the east gate Wallace he ;goes direct. 

Sir John the Graham, Crawford, and Auchinleck^ 

One tlwosand archers of the Scotish side. 

At the four gates caus'd equally divide. 

Full seventeen thousand South'ron dien appear 

Upon the waUs, with all their bow and spear ; 

Who furiously do sally out, but got 

A warm ree^don from each worthy Scot ; 

In spite of all their iUTows and big stones. 

Were driven back ir ith sore and bloody bones. 



142 9WE «ISTO»Y OF 

Who, when they got within the town at kst, 
Taggots of fire out o'er the walls do cast ; 
And greitt prodigious red-hot gades of iron, 
,Which from old Nick, their master, they did learn,. 
Hot burning pitch and scalding stinking tar. 
And other curs'd contrivances of war : 
Nevertheless the Scots that were without. 
So valiant were, so hardy and so 6tout, 
They fiercely burnt the bulwark of the town, 
' Their barmkin won, and cast great turrets down* 
The wearied host, with great fktigue opprest. 
And night approaching, think of taking rest. 
Most carefully first they wash ev'ry wound. 
Their watches set, and then tleep safe and sound. 
Kext day their cldthes were scarcely on their back> 
When aU cry'd out for a new fr«£^ attack. 
Drew up again, as they had done before. 
And then the town assaulted wondrous sore. 
The Scotish archers all so leilly shot. 
Numbers they kill'd, in truth tiiey miss'd thefn notw 
Then burning fire set to ev'ry gate. 
So mortally they did the South'ron hate. 
Yet, notwithstanding, the fierce English men. 
Themselves and town did gallantly defend. 
When that whole day was spent, and come the night, 
To his pavilion went each weary wight. 
The English then, with vigilance and care, 
For a fresh sally do themselves prepare. 
Sir William Morton, an4 Sir William Lees, 
Most cunningly they draw- up by degrees. 
And make a fearful furious sally then. 
On Earl Malcolm with Bve thousand men ; 
Wallace himself, as he rode the grand round, 
Seeing'them coming CAus'd a trumpet sound. 
The hamess'd Scots that keeped guard that night. 
Took the alarm, then mounted all on sight. 
Then briskly charg'd the cruel SouHi'ron foe. 
With sword in hand, and many a bloody blow, 
Wallace, who knew the Earl was too hot. 
That he would fight, though die upon the spot. 
Up to him rides as quickly as he may. 
With a good sword that paved well his way^ 
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The ^first he struck fell dead upon the place^ 

The second's nose he leveU'd with his face. 

The hardy Earl did no South'ron spare. 

But hew'd them down, and left them crawling there. 

By this, the host were all in good array. 

And South'ron thought t'was time to march away. 

Wallace knew well they could not stand it long. 

Wherefore he thrust into the thickest throng. 

And cleverly so laboured their bufl^ 

Their armour did not signify a snuif. 

The ScQts men there behav'd extremely well. 

As the poor South'ron sensibly did feel : 

Then all the English left the field and fled. 

And Sir John Morton he was kiUed dead. 

Twelve hundred more upon the field were slain. 

The rest fied back into the town again ; 

And then good Wallace with his valiant host, 

Retum'd each man into his proper post. 

And took them rest, wherewith so fresh they grew. 

They on the mom assault the town of new. 

Against the city all their force do bend. 

And fight as if they had been more than menr 

But now the victuals to be scarce begin. 

Though little knew the English men within. 

Who that same day a parley caus'd be beat. 

At which good Wallace did appear in state^, 

Attended by some of his chiefest friends, , 

And boldly asked what the parley means. 

To whom the major, in natae of all did say, 

* We'll pay a raaisom if you'll march away. 

* We would give battle, or do any thing, • ' 

' Would purchase peace, but dare not for our king. 
Then, with a countenance austere and bold, 
Wallace reply'd, ' We value not your gold, 
'Your king He promis'd we should battle have, 
' Which faithfufly under his seal he gave.* 
The major did reply most courteously. 
He is the king, and we but subjects be; 
Therefore,, we pray, as you would us oblige. 
To take the gold, and do remove the siege. 
Then with his council he consulted long. 
Who thought the town for siege was too^strong. 
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And victuals scarce^ therefore it safer found. 
To take some gold, then tnarch for Scotish ground. 
Wallace reply'd, * I'm not at all content ; 
' Unless the to¥m give us their whole consent 
^ ' To let our banner blow upon their wall, 
* ' And there to flourish in the «ight of all/ 
This answer soon was sent unto the major. 
Who did consent, with all the rest "were there. 
, The banner set, to Scotland's great renown. 
Upon the walls, from eight to twelve at noon. 
Then was Ave thousand pound of English gold^ 
Paid down in specie to that army bold. 
' Good bread and wine they gladly to them gave. 
And all provisions that they pleas'd to have. 
Twenty long days at York rmnained they. 
Then gloriously in triumph march'd away. 
Unto the country back again they're gone, 
Bium'd and broke down fine buildings, spared none. 
All Myldlame they bum'd up uttto a fire, 
> Broke down the parks, destroy'd all the shire. 

. Wild deer they slew for other beasts weJre none. 
And fed like princes on good venison. 
Toward the south, they turned at the last. 
Made buildings bare, as far as e^er they past^ 
The commons now for London all design. 
Where they most freely tell the king their mind : 
Unless from wars he would cause Wallace cease. 
They'd take protection, arid accept his peace : 
No herald then durst unto Widlace ^o. 
The king to him his faith had broken so. 
And Edward, that Was onoe so bold and pext. 
His army now does cowardly desert. 
So long in England there was never one. 
Since Bruto's death, except Wallace alo^e ; 
That march'd from England, without stroke of sword, 
Fy on the king that. broke his royal Word, 
tjreat Julius, for all his Jtreng^ and force. 
Was chas'd from England twice,~and got the wor^e^ 
With Arthur also, first when the wars be priv'd. 
Twice did they fight, altho' they were mischi^d. 
'But awful Edward durst not Wallace bide. 
In a plain battle for all England wide; 
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In London lay^ at his own ease and rest. 

And brake his vows^ which of them think you best ? 

AVallace's host for Scotland long to go, 

So scarce the victuals ev'ry day did grow ; " 

Immediately good Wallace calls for J op. 

In him was aU his confidence and hope, 

^ext unto God, because he knew the land^ > 

^nd still was ready to obey command. 

'Who said, ^ If you'll advis^ beJby mci 

* The plentiest part of England you shall see, 

* Good wine and wheat, you'll get in Rrchmond shire, 

* And each thing else unto yoiw heart's desire.* 
Thither they went, their time did not purloin, 
INirie thousand Scots did there with Wallace join, 
-All swinging, able, lusty, well look'd men, 

lie and his host, had great rejoicing then. 
Into that shire they plenty had oi food, 
IBoth.tame and wild, and ev'rjr thing was good. 
Throughout that land they march'd in good array, 
A handsome place th^ found upon the way, 
Hamswatch to name, then Jop to Wallace told^ 
Pechew was lord and captain of that hold. 
Five hundred there quickly assembled then. 
To save their lives and goods from Wallace* men. 
A noble house stood by the forest side. 
With stately turrets, in great pomp and pride. 
Well built about for strength ingeniously. 
With five great tow'rs that mounted very high. 
Nuinbers of men upon the w&Us are. seen, 
Bravading in their armour clear and clean. ^ 
The host march'd by, not one word sajd at all, ^ 

But they within aloud du Wallace call; 
Their trumpets blew with many a warlike sound. 
Then Wallace said; '*Had he yon gallants down 
' On a-plain'grouiMi^ey should get sport their fill, 
^ Such as his brother gotonTinto hill.' 
Sir John the Graham would at the bicker be, 
"But Wallace soon the danger did foresee. 
Commanded him to let alone his haste, 
' We have no men so foolishly to waste ; 
'But yet to gratify yottr fond desire, # 

' Our first attack shaB^be with burning fijre, 

^ G 
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' I see their bulwark of old wither'd oak, 

' Were that on fire it would not bide a stroke. . 

' Houses and woods in plenty here there be, 

* Who hews best of tiiis forest let me see. r. < 

f Pull houses down, let each man take liis turn, 

^ Old timber will make green wood bravely bum.' 

At his commazid most busily they wrought. 

Great store of wood unto the place they brought. 

The bulwark won, then closely at the laat. 

Unto the barmkin heaps of timber cast. 

The bowmen fiercely shot on ev'ry side. 

But South'ron worsted were for all their pride. 

Women and children on their knees do fall. 

And loud for mercy do on Wallace ca^l. 

So pitiful he was, though bold- and stout. 

He heard their cries, and let them safely out. 

Then fire and smoke in ^sarful clouds arose. 

And burning flames all rxmnd their castle goes. 

Barrels »of pitch, which rstood lon^ there before. 

Went all in flame, the mischief was the more. 

Both man jajod beast are ail bum'd up with fhre. 

Thus Wallace' host have got their hearts' desire. 

Fechew himself, smother'd with smoke and smell. 

Lap from a height, and on the barmkin fell* 

WaUace with a good sword struck off his head. 

Five hundjced more were chok'd and burned dead. 

Pn the neqtt day, the fire then being spent, 

Wallace* men unto the castle went : 

Struqk dpwn the. gate, and took what they could find, 

Jewels arid gold, -gifeatjiches to their mind ; 

Spoiled the phuoe, and nothing else left there 

But beasts, burn'd bodies, and great buildings bar?. - 

Then Wallace to the widow of Fechew, 

Said, ' Promise here, as you're a woman true, 

' To truse your husband's head to London town> 

'And tell King Edward, if lie do not soon 

' Give battle,. I do swear by all the &tQS, 

' This month once past, to be at London gates* . 

' For if he keep not his faithful word to me, 

' All the south*west of England J shall see.' 

To London town, then, without more she went. 

Where Edward lay displeas'd and ill content. 
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Mis nephiew's head did him with anguish fill, 
Ajid more and more increas'd his sorrows still. 
iVith great unease upon his feet he stood, 
VVeeping and wailing for his tender blood, 
fhen rose the council, praying him to cease^ 
^ We England lose, unless we purchase peace.' 
^A^oodstock for peace was clear, then, in the end, 
Ihe king consents, and bids a message send : 
^o man the message then would undertake ; 
Secause the king so oft his faith did break. 
The queen, when she saw all refuse the thiifg, 
!X>own on her knees she fell before the king : 
•" Sovereign/ she said, ^ if it your pleasure be, 
^ I pray permit me Wallace once to see ; 

* Perhaps he may do more for woman fair, 

* Than for your men that mind him still of war. 

* If with him I prevail not very soon, 

* I may return with little damage done.' 

The lords were glad the queen was minded so. 
And humbly begg'd the king to let her go. 
To which the kihg, although much discontent. 
And backward to it, did at last consents 
Some said the queen did Wallace much admire. 
Who daily so much honour did acquire. 
And in her heart by far did him prefer. 
To most of men for his brave character ; ^ 

And that she lov'd him, but, till once they meet, 
1*11 pass no judgment, 'tween themselves two be't. 
Mean time she's march'd (to leave our drolls and jests) 
With fifty ladies and seven ancient priests. 
Now Edward for Fechew does sigh and mourn. 
But unto Wallace I must now return. 
The worthy Scots among the South'ron ride. 
And great destruction make on ey'ry side. 
The host was glad, and blest tiielr happy fate. 
No force there was that durst with them debate. 
Riches and gold they got their very fill. 
And ev'ry thing they pleas'd at their own will. 
Soon they are march'd, and to St. Alban's gone, . 
In all that country dkmage did they none. 
The prior sent them venison and wine, 
Refresh'd the host, and made them bravely dine. 

2 
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The night appeaprcd shortly in the place^ 

They pitched their tea^rts from thence a little space. 

Into a valley by a river fair. 

Where hart and hind on either side repairp 

Their watches set, all in good order keep. 

To supper went, and in due time to sleej). 



CHAP. V. 

How the Queen of England cafne to speak mth WcMace, 

Upon the morrow Wallace quickly rose ;: 

To take the air, out of Ids tent he goes. 

And then the good and reverend Mr. Blair, 

For morning service quickly does prepare : 

Wallace most humbly did himself array. 

In shining armour glorious and gay : 

Its several parts are needless to rehearse. 

From iop to toe he look'd exceeding fierce. 

Boyd and Adam Wallace wait on him with speed. 

Along a riv€r through a flow'ry mead. 

Thus on the fields all pleasant, sweet, and gr^e^n, 

Fetchi^^g a walk they spy the English queen. 

Towards the host riding most soberly. 

With fifty* ladies in her company. 

And seven old priests, religious, grave, and wise. 

Who in all matters did the quf ^ advise. 

To the pavilion with the lion all 

Bide, then light down, and on their ki^ees do fall. 

Praying for peace, with many a piteous tear. 

Lord Malcolm said, / Our chieftain ii^ not here: - 

' Pray, Madam, rise, a .queen 111 not allow, 

'Unto a subject on her knees to bow.' 

Then did he lead het by the tender hand 

To Wallace, where he like a prince did stand. 

So soon's she saw him i^e began to kneel^ 

Then Wallace did a mighty passion feel, , 

He her embraced and kiss'd, but did no more. 

The like to South'ron he ne'er did before. > i . 

Then, smiling, softly whisper'd.in iier ear> 

' Madam, how please you our encamping he?^ ?* 
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* Sir, very wfeU-, but "^e your friendship need, 

* God grant we may in this our errand speed/ 
' Madam, I must Remove a little space, 

^ With this lord, then Til wait upon your ^ace:* 

To the pavilion both they do repair. 

And very quickly call a council there. 

Where he enlarged on woman's subtil'*ty. 

How by their cunning men may tempted be. 

' On pain of death therefore yotir men command, 

' Or to their highest peril let them stdnd, 

' That none with them converse, but such as born ' 

' Ojf high blood afe^ and to this council sworn/ '^ '^■ 

This out in orders thro* the army's gone. 

To ev'ry single individual one. 

Then to the queen he and the earl went. 

And court'ously conducted her to the tent. 

Went to a sumptuous noble dinner then. 

All serv'd with stately handsome gentlemen. / 

Some of her chiefest royal dainties there. 

The queen pull'd out, and kindly did them share. 

Of ev'ry thing she first did taste and prive, 

* No poison's here, my Lord, you may believe/ 
Soon after meat all did themselves absent. 
Excepting those that to the council went. 
Meanwhile the ladies did the queen attend, • 
Until the council over was, and then 

Good Wallace quickly waited on the queen. 
And calmly ask'd what did her journey mean ? 

* Peace said the queen, we have no other thought, 

* This raging war hiflA such destructicm wrought ; 
^ Then grant it. Sir, for his sake dy'd for us/ 

' Madam, we cannot lightly leave it thus, 

' You ask no peace but for your own self-'ends, • 

* That cannot make us a su^cient mends, 
' For the injustice done our royaL prince, 

* The breach of faith and bloodshed ever since/ 

« These wrongs/ she said, * ought all to be redrest;* 

But Wallace still the move for battle prest : 

The queen she ansivejr'd ?writh gteat modei^ty, 

' Peace now were best, if it mfi^ht putchas'd b6 : 

*■ For which if yon a truce with us will take, 

' Through England all wie shall cause |frayers make. 
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' That matters go not on from bad to worse/ 

' Compeird prayers. Madam, have no force, 

' Before that they get half way to the heavens, 

' I hope for mends, than shall we aU be ev'ns.' 

Then to the queen did all the story tell. 

At Alexander's death what us befel. 

How Bruce and Baliol long time did contend. 

Who should be king, at length did condescend. 

And did the matter to a refrence bring. 

To the decision of her lord and king. 

And how unjustly Edward did decide. 

And then usurp the crown through hellish pride : 

In short, he told her all the story o'er. 

As I Jiave told you in my book before. 

How Edward made him prisoner in Air, 

Broke a strict truce, and hanged our barons there. 

How Hesilrig kill'd his beloved wife. 

And therefore would hate South'ron during life. 

The silver tears (great pity to behold). 

Came trickling down when he his tale had told. 

The queen with Wallace so did S3rmpathize, 

The tears that moment blinded both her eyes, 

^ Cursed days,' she said * that Hesilrig was bom, 

' On his account many are now forlorn.' 

^ As queen or princess, Madam,' th^isaid he, 

' She in her time was full as dear to me,* 

' Wallace,* she said, ' from this discourse we'll eease, 

' The mends thereof is prayer and good peace.' 

Three tliousand pounds she down before him told. 

All of the finest and true English gold. 

' Such tribute. Madam, now we do not crave, 

' Another mends of England we would have* 

' For all the gold and riches of your reign, 

* I'll grant no peace in absence of your king.* 
Wlien she saw gold wotild nothing Wallace move. 
Then, sporting, said, ' Sir, you are call'd my love, 
VTvtf vent»r'd h^e, ray life laid at the stake^ . - 

* Metibinks you sliould do scwnething for my sake/ 
'In love you South'ron with your subtile cracks^ - 
^ One tiling pretends and the. quite contrair acts. 

' With pleasant words you and) such ladies fair,. 

* Wpuld us decoy like birds into a snare.^ 
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' We'll take our chance whatever may befal^ 
"^ No flatt'ring words nor gold shall tempt us all/ 
At which a rosy blush her cheeks did fill, 
' Dear Sir/ she said, ^ pray let me know your will ; 

* For solemnly f here to you protest, 

' I think a truce wou*d for us both be best/ 

' With ladies. Madam, truce I cannot make,^ 

' Lest your false king iiereafter do it break. 

' Then have we none but kdies to reprove, 

' That shall not be, by him that sits above. 

^ The whole afiair he on himself shall take, 

' Of peace or War, whate'^r w« chance to make/ 

The queen then «said> ' It was sufficient/ 

To which the rest did freely all consent. 

Yet sorry was she, and didblu^i for shame. 

That she obtain'd not all for which she cam6. 

Unto the host the^ gold she freely gave. 

To ev'ry one that pdeased for tO'fcave. 

When Wallace saw what every one had got. 

He said, ' That kindness should not to be forgot. 

' We you assure our host shall nothing act, 

^ Till you a message from your king send back. 

^ Your heralds also thither to and fro> 

' May likewise very safely come and go/ 

She and her lacUes thanked him, and drank 

To Wallace and the lords of ev'ry rank. 

Her leave she took, no longer there abbde. 

Five miles that night unto a nunn'ry rode. 

And on the morn to Lpndon travelled they. 

To Westminster where king and council lay. 

Wallace's answer show'd, and did report 

Most nobly of him both to king and court. 

Upon his wit and manhood did comment, ^ 

His freedom, truth, and martial government. 

' More chieftain like he's in his armoiu* seen, 

' Then ever yet I think in England's been, ' 

' From honour he, on which he's so much bent, 

' Will not retract for all the kingdom's rent, 

/ Then purchase peace, and I. shall add no more, 

* Or else all England may repent it sore. 

< Mean time, unto your heralds he gives leave 
^ To come and go, and no man dare them grieve.' 

4 
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The king and council in their mind were eas'd^ 
Thanked the queen, and all were bravely pleas'd. ' 
Then "all concluded it was only best 
To take a truce, else they would get no rest. 
Then to despatch a herald wise and grave. 
To whom safe conduct Wallace frankly gave. 
Then Clefford, Beaumont, Woodstock do procure. 
To treat with Wallace a most ample pow'r. 
Thus these three lords to him ride all in state. 
Where subtilly Woodstock did there debate. . , 
To which good Wallace did reply again, 
'' You speak in sophisms, but J'U tell you plain, 
' Roxburgh and Berwick you must us restore, 
* Which was our right and heritage before. 
' Also we ask, by .virtue of this bond, • 
' Our native king, so long kept from his own. 
' Those you shall grant on your king's faith to me.' 
To which, on sight, the lords did all agree. 
ThjB Randel young, whom there he did demand. 
And the Lord Lorn, -^ere granted to his hand, . 
The Earl Buchan, tender but and young. 
He did obtain for the wind of his tongue. 
Gumming and Soules he caus'd deliver als. 
Who after to King Robert proved false. 
Valance for fear durst scarcely keep his bed. 
But like a tllief to Piccardie he fled. 
The noble Bruce, alas ! was gone away. 
Before that time, to Calais matiy a day. 
Unto his uncle Gloucester : which thing 
' King Edward prov'd, so Wallace wants his king. 
The Earl Patrick, who at London staid. 
No more allegiance to King Edward paid ; 
But unto Wallace speedily came down> 
And held his lands all of the Scotish crown. 
An hundred horse, with brave Scots noblemen. 
Came trooping gladly all to Wallace then. 
Under his seal King Edward then did send. 
And caus'd deliver to the Scotish men, 
Roxburgh and Berwick. Five years peace ensues^ 
To ancient Scotland great and glorious news. 
Which unto Wallace was Sent down. 
And fairly sign'd close by Nqrthallertown, 
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To Bamburgh came the Scotish army then, 

"Which did consist of sixty thousand men. 

To Carham moor came all in good array, 

"With hearts rejoicing upon Lammas day. 

The priest next day in church did Wallace please, 

Deliver'd him Roxburgh and Berwick keys. / 

Berwick to Ramsay he gave on the spot. 

And noble Seaton Roxburgh castle got. 

With Earl Patrick Wallace, without mor6. 

Rode to Dunbar/ and there did him restore. 

Scotland all o'er, from RoSs to Solway-sand, 

Wallace he did give statutes to the land. 

Unto the Lennox, then, he did repair. 

Sir John Monteith that time was captain there ; 

And twice before had Wallace' gossip been. 

Yet now no friendship was betwixt them seen. 

Upon a rock a house he founded there. 

Then to the march he did again repair. 

In Roxburgh, then, he choos'd a handsome place. 

And built a tow'r within a little space. 

Jop twice he sent to Brucfe of Huntingtown, 

Beseeching him to come and take the crown. 

Such counsel of the Saxons false took he. 

In all his life he Wallace ne'er did see. 

Three years the kingdom quiet had and rest. 

And ev'ry man his own with peace possest. 

Here ends ihefitsi conquest of Scotland* 

BOOK IX. 

CHAP. L 

How the King of France wrote to Wallace by his Herald , 

and Wallace's answer, 

' 1 HE king of France hearing of Wallace' name. 
His mighty valiant acts, and glorious fame ; 
In's royal mind did long most vehemently 
This much renown'd Scots champion to see, 
Wonder'd how Wallace, with so small a pow'r 

' Made English men before him fly and scour ; 
And force their malice, spite of hell, to cease^ 
Then pitifUlly truckle for a peace. 

5 



154 TH£ HISTORY OF 

The king a herald calls, and, without more,. 

To WaUace writes as to a conqueror : 

' Beloved Sir, worshipful, wise, and wight> 

' Restorer of thy native land's true right, 

' In the defence of righteous royal blood, 

' For which thou always loyally upstood. 

' Old prophecy which did thy birth adorn,. 

' Said, happy Scotland, that Uiou ere wast born ;; 

' I do beseech, with all humility^ ^ 

' Thou wilt accept my letter graciously : 

' Give credit, and believe, in any ways, 

' Whate'er my herald from me to thee says/ ~ 

The herald bow'd, and to the ship is gone. 

And then in Scotland does airive anon. 

Went straight unto Sir William Wallace, where 

He found him in the ancient town of Air, 

The letters humbly, in his master's name. 

To Wallace does present, and he the same> 

Most courteously, upon his bended knee. 

Received from him in all humility. 

The herald then made him to understand^ 

All that his master gave him in command.^ 

* Your valour. Sir, amd honour all do own, 

* And the king my master's so well known, 
*■ That he intends your worship ^o advance, 
*. As high as any subject bom in France/ 
Wallace reply'd, * As God my soul shall save, 
' A speedy answer you* shall quickly have/ 
The herald staid with Wallace twenty days. 
And was regal'd with feastings, sport, and plays ; 
Then courteously Wallace wrote to the king, 

A satisfying answer to each thing. 

Unto the herald presents rich he gave. 

Then to the sea convey'd him, and took leave* 

Wallace his voyage soon intends for France, 

Prepares fit equipage and purveyance : 

Good Lord James Stewart, Scotland's steward then. 

Made governor till he retum'd again. - 

At Rochel now the herald does arrive, 

A blither man sure there was none alive^ 

To Paris went, then peerless for renown. 

The king thought well Wallace was come to town. 
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^sked the herald^ with concern^ anent 

Old Scotland's welfare, and' how matters went, 

* Saw'st thou brave Wallace, chieftain of that land r* 

* Yes, Sir,* said he, ' a man of great conunand. 
*^ In all my travels, wheresoever I've gone, 

* A braver knight sure saw I never one. 

* Great worship there, and honour's to him paid, 

* His piercing eye almost made me afraid. 

^ Witli rich rewards and presents, as you see, 

* For your grace' sake, he complimented me. 

* Here is his answer :* then the king was glad, 
Most graciously he receiv'd it, and read. 

^ Most royal Sir, and righteous .crowned King, 
' Of great renown, your herald here does bring 

* A letter writ by my imworthy hand, 

* In answer to your majesty's command. 

-^ You well do know how Scotland's daily vex'd, 
' And by our neighb'ring nation sore perplex'd. 

* No bands will bind them, but, with open face, 

' They break their faitli to Christian's great disgrace* 
' On which account I pray. Sir, understand, 
' I scarce dare leave this poor distressed land. 
' Yet by God's grace, if living that I be, 
^ Within a year your majesty I'll see.' 

O how this answer greatly pleas'd the king ! 
Who was as blithe as bird upon the wing. 



CHAP. II. 



Hofv WaUact went to France, fought the Red River, and 

took kirn Prisoner. 

1 owARDS his voyage Wallace does advance. 
And at Kircudbright shipping takes fen: France : 
With fifty brave stout Scotish gentlemen. 
Above what I describe can with my pen. 
'Mong whom were four of his own kinsmen near. 
Two Wallaces, Crawford, and Cleland dear. 
Drank their bonalies in good wine and ale. 
Then cheeipfully for sea hois'd up their sail : 
Sail'd that whole day, and all tlie following night. 
Then on the morn, when the sun shined bright, 
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166 THE HISTORr OF 

The shipmaster sprang quickly up a rope^ 
Where suddenly he spy'd from the main top. 
Sixteen great ships, tliat boldly up did bear, ' 

And towards him a steady course did steer. 
In colour red, which with the ^un shine bright^ 
The sea all o'eir illuminate with light 
At which the master almost fell a s^voon. 
Affrighted sore he quickly then came down. 

* Alas ! said he, that ever I was bom ! 

^ Without remead our lives are all forlorn. 

Curse on the time that I did take in hand 

This voyage, O ! that T were back at land. 

And buried were into spme lonely grave. 

So Wallace life with honour I might save/ 

' Mastet, said Wallace, what needs all this moan ?' 

* Oh, Sir ! here's sixteen sail against our one, 

' Him that commands, nought but our blood will pleas< 
' He sixteen years has been king of the seas.' 
Then Wallace ask'd, ' Wotst thou what he may be ?' 
' The Red River, a tyrant strong is he ; 
^ He savetli none, for gold or other good, 
^ But kills and drowns all in the briny flood/ 
' Since better may not be, I pray thee show 
' Some mark, said Wallace, how I shall him know/ 
The master said, ' At first sight you will ken, 
^' And soon may him distinguish from his'men> 

* A handsome proper man as is jn France, 
' And of a manly Scotish countenance. 

* Talle^ than any of his men a deal, 

' And 5oth'd with scarlet 'bove a coat-of-mail. 

^ The foremost ship that does pursue us so, 

' Hims'elf is in, and that you'll quickly know. 

' When he comes near, he boldly will you hail, 

' Then speedily be sure to strike your sail. 

' He*ll enter first himself most hardily, 

' These are the signs that you shall know him by. 

* A bar of blue into his shining shield, 

* A bend of white desiring ay the field. 

* The red betokens blood and hardiness, 

* The white his Courage strongly doth increase, 
'The blue he wears 'cause he's a Christian/ 
Theii Wallace said, ' He mnst be no good man,^ 
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' For stft-iJ I AHi lM^^I^9teJ^9ftHaBftfa1t d^; ' 

' Get you bt\ew,fMf^^gMLiGbd us ijpeQd.^ 

The sHfjtoiiai^H 'lihA'^hWtl^sm^ also, ' 

He made go llo#tf iilt^ttkr M<Jd belbw. ' j 

His fifty men th» if^t^ the Very best^^ ' ' / 1 

That he cottld (^o^s^^^seon^ Wei^ ill ftihiyW ^^ - 

Forty Mid tight eWi^ the defek^^U fie, ■ 

On William Ci«wflMtheti Ih^^l^^ did cty, ^ * 

' When the Red RSVi^ hi^ns, sfi^ke itadti, ^ ^ 

* At ipy conmiiiiild hl^^^ fhe^iul again. 

^ Dear cousin, delandy'tkke^l^h^&n in hand; ^ ^ 
' Here, on the deck close by theti I will staofdl, ■ •> 

* May the grtat God us And our shi> both guid% I' 

The River's barg'e came then close by their side,-^ t 

Himself he stood ^aioft with a draWii^ swiwrd, • ' 

And bad the stee^siitian lay alatfg the bbiHn£ ' ' - 

Aloud he cry'd, ' Sttike dogs, or you shall ^&e' • * 

Crawford let down the sail then speedily^ '^ ^ 

The captain entef'd first, no wajrs aghast, i 

Then Wallace gripp'd him by the gorget fast, ; 

And threW him down oii the deck where he stood^ 

While mouth and nose all gushed out o£ blood. > ; 

A dagger knifi^, Wallace in haste drew out, ' 

Then, with pale &ce, the River look'd about, ' 

* ^ercy, he cry'd, for him that di'd on rood, 

* To mend my life that have spilt so much blood/ 
In Latin tongue to Wallace then said he, 
' For God's sake. Sir, pray grant my life to me/ 
His weapons all Wallace did quickly take. 
Him by the hand did lift, and prisoner make ; 
Then made hiin swear, on his sharp sword and long'^ 
From that day forth l)ie never should him wrcmg* 

* Command thy men, sAid Wallace, to the peace, 
' And quickly cause their shot of guns to cease/ 
A glove the River held up on the spot. 
Seeing the sign, his men forbore their shot. 
His largest barge to him he then did call, 

* Give over war, our true friends these atre all!' 
Then asked, ' At whajb port Wallace would be ?' 
' Unto the Rochel,* quickly smisWdr'd he. 
The Ri^er bids his mdn to Rq^hd ste^. 
They tack about when his- cbnatoarid they hear. 
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Wallace said, ' Pray, what <?<HUil3^fii[ian' art thpu-l^^^ 
' A French man. Sir, and n^jT fi^efath^rs top/i 
Wallace then ask'd, * How eumfi thpisi.to thi|i>li£e^! 
' By the mischance^ Sir, of a sucjici^n strife i ■ 
' At court I kill'd a man dead at oa^^s^oke^.. 
' Which did the king most heinously, provoke. 
' Through fri^ids iifi ^ourt I 'scap^pfFtfa^tpk^ce^ 
And since could ne^er obtain bis fqyfl,grfi|ee. 
' To Bourdeaux thereafter maijl^ « ^^, 
' And on a night did seize an JEj;iglish ^p. 
' ni doers to myself I soon: got moej f , 

* And in a Httle i^ultiplied soy ^ 

t That I these sixteen years ha.ve rung,^ s^ r 

' And shed much blood, for which, oh,: wo is me ! 

' And now, for the great luisqhiefs I have doae^ 

' In spite of fate I'm vatt(|^ished by one : 

' Thus I coi^Sjs, to my eternal sluun^ 

' My bloody life. But pray. Sir, what's your name, 

' That with your own single but valiant hand, 

* Does me and all my sixteen sail command ? 

* None but brave Wallace, the ScotSj champion,^ 
' Could thus have baffled me and all my men. 

' None else I know, encounter me should dare, " 

^ It were great honour to serve in his war.' 

Then WaUace, smiling, answer'd modestly,. ^ 

' Scotland had need oi' many such as thee : 

'What is thy name?* thinks Wallace wants a peel,. 

' Monsieur,* said he, ' Thomas of Longoville,* 

* Well bruik thy name, yea, here shall end our striie, 
' If thou'U repent and mend thy by past life.- 

^ For which thy faithful friend I'll ever be, 

' I'm that same Wallace whom thou now dost see.* 

Upon his knees then Longoville fell down. 

As Wallace had been king that wears the crown. 

' That I'm fallen in your hands I'm pleas'd much more 

' Than I had gotten florins sixty score.* 

Wallace reply'd, ^ Since thou art here by chance^ 

* And that the king^has sent for me to France, 
•■ I'll tell him that, for my reward, I want 

* Thy peace and pardon, which I hope he'll grant.* 
^ Could you my peace obtain,' Longoville says, 

* Most faithfully I'd serve th^ all my days/ ^ - 
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' No service, Thomas, «ihalt thou give to me, 

* But such good friendship as FU keep with thee/ 

With that they, filled the wine and merry made; 

And upon sight th^ in the Rochel rade. 

And now the town is in a' sudden fear. 

When the Red River and his ships appear. ' ^ 

Some ships they Bed, and others ran ashore. ' 

When Wallace saw they frighted were so sore, . " 

He did command none on the haven should go^.') i . 'f ^ 

But bis own barge, which pleas'd the people 9o$ > ' '^ 

That they no socmer the Red Lion saw > .•'• i .t. >:^ • 

In the Scots banner, but they gave huaza. . i rr 

Lift up the port,, receiv'd them in the town 

With great respect, then entertained them rounds 

Wallace they saw^ a goodly Scotish man,-*' j 

And honoured him with all respect they caii '.>■'- 

Four days he tarried at the Rochel, then 

Gave strict command ta Longoville's men,. 

That they discreetly would behave and well. 

And nothing act that might be thought hos^e :- 

For shortly he would either send or bring 

Unto them all a pardon from their king. 

' Your captain to the king shall go with me, 

' By help of God I shall his warrant be.' 

Like his owa men, he clothed Thomas so. 

There was no man that Longoville coidd know. 

Both blyth and glad as any men alive. 

They, march, and then at Paris do arrive. 

in splendid order to a garden went> 

Then gallantly before Uie king present. 

Fifty and two upon their knees dp fall. 

Salute the king most fine like princes all. 

Their speech they do govern, and so well rule. 

As they'd beeri4aught at Julius Caesar's school.. 

The queen got leave (so curious was) to see 

Brave Wallace and his company. 

TKe king he dines, as did the court also. 

Then after meat does to the parlour go. 

He and his lords commun'd on ev«ry thing 

With Wallace,, wha did greatly please the king.. 

In Latin tongue his answer does adv,ance. 

With a serene and manly conntenancet 
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The king he ask'd where the Red River was ^ 
And marvell'd how that tyrant let him pass. 
' You^ with the herald^ might have writ to me, 

* For power to convey you throi^h the sea/ 
' I thank you^ Sir, ncf need thereof had we, 
' Blessed be God, we're a safe, as yon see/ 
Then said the king, ' Wallace, I wonder much^ 

' You have escap'd that^ bloody tyrant's clutch, ^ 

* Who on the sea' such cruelty has wroilght, 

' Could we hint get, he should not pass for nought.' 

Thomas he quack-d, begah to count his beads. 

When as the king related his misdeeds. 

Wallace gave ear, but fdgned' in some part, 

' Forsooth,' said he, * We found none in that ahrt. 

* But, Sir, with leave, would ye the River knCw/ 

* Fy, since I^saw him it is loiig agtk 

* These words of yours, Wallace, are all in vain, 
' Ere he come here many he'll cause be slain/ 
Then Wallace said^ * Great Sir, of my men all, 

' Who is the man Hkest to him you'd call ?* 
The king reply'd, with a quick piercing eye, 

* That large long man that next to you stands by/ 
Then on his knees the worthy Wallace fell, 

' O r royal king/ said he, ' pray hear me tell, 

* How Saxon seed hath Scotland sore distrest, 

* Our elders kill'd, and royal blood opprest. 

* Your majesty methinks should interpose 

* In our behalf, and* curb our lawless foes; 

* And that by virtue of the league and band, 

* 'Twixt France and Scotland does so firmly stand, . 

* Next since, at your command, come here I have, 

* One favour. Sir, I hiunbly of you crave/ 
The king reply'd, ' I'll grant or pay you down 

* Whate'er you ask, except my queen or crown/ 
' Most royal Sir,' said Wallace, ' aU I want, 

' Is that you'll graciously be pleased to grant 

' Peace to this man, whom I brought here through chance, 

^ And I'll disclaim all other gifts in France. 

' This same is he, you may believe it well, 

' Of whom you speak, Thomas of Lorigoville. 

' Receive him as a free liege of yotir land.' ' 

At which the king was put into a staid ; 
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Yet for his promise, and good Wallace's sake> 
Into his peace he Longoville did take. 
The king he ask'd Wallace how and where 
He met with Longoville, who did declare. 
And there rehearse the manner how all o'er 
As you have heard the story told before. 
Wallace to Thomas also purchased then. 
Peace unto all his fourteen hundred men. 
Then on the very spot where he did stand. 
Was knighted by the king's own royal hand ; 
Syne to his nearest heir left his estate. 
Then with brave Wallace went and took his fate. 
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CHAP. IIL 

How Wallace past into Gui^eru 

X HREE weeks at Paris Wallace did remain^ 

But longed much to try the wars again: 

To march to Guyen heesteem'd it best. 

Because that country English men possest. 

Then of the king took leave> on's knees did fal^ t 

But took no French men with him then at all. 

Except Sir Thomas and a wai*like crew 

Of valiant Scots nine hundred stout and true^ 

Who furiously With him to Guyen ride. 

And fire raise doth through all that country wide. 

Forts and strong castles quickly they break down ;; 

And put to death many a Soudi'ron lown. 

A warlike town, Sceemen, stood in that land. 

Which English men had under Itheir command. 

The town it stood upon a water side. 

Within a park that was both long and wide. 

Towards that place, most valiantly then, 

Wallace he march'd with his nine hundred men. 

Four hundred to himself took speedily ; 

The rest with Crawford <iaus*d in ambush He. 

Wallace his men all gallantly ari-ay'd. 

Before the town their banner theife display'd: 

The lion rampant all in gold did flee ; 

Which sight before tl^t country rie^er did<;i6ie. -^ 

The park they range, great booty *driv^ aWay, ^ 

The war men issued to rescue the prey : 
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But worthy Scots have many English slain : 

The rest jRed back into the town again. 

Forty good Scots pass'd with the prey along ; . 

Then ish'd again a thousand English strong. 

Wallace he caus'd his men let go the prey ; 

Then soon assembled all in good array. 

A fierce encounter there you might have seenj, 

'Mongst those wight war men in their armour clean. 

Vast numbers lost their lives on South'ron side ; 

And yet the rest most boldly did abide. 

Some worthy men there of the Scots they slew ; 

Then William Crawford, who the time well knew. 

Out of the park he made his ambush fair 

Into the field where they all fighting were: . 

He at his entry many a' one. caus'd) die ; : 

Yet English men were very loath to fly. 

But bravely fought, altho* they lost much blood r 

So few so long '^inst Wallace never stood. . 

Yet at the last were: all oblig'd to fly ; . 

Whom Wallace did pursue most furiously ;: 

And never knew till he amids the throngj- 

Was in the town his South'ron foes among^ . 

With him was Crawford, Richard, Longoville, 

Fifteen in all, and no more I wot ,well. . 

A cunning jKjrter got upon the wall>' 

Pull'd out the pin, let the pcortculzies &11. 

Then cruelly the English on then* «ct ; 

But to the wall tlie Scots their back did get : 

Cut down the South'ron, all their force defy'd. 

Then Richard Wallace he the porter spy*d, 

Knock'd out his brains with little noise or din^i. 

Got up the port, let all the Scots men in ; 

Who spared none that they before them fand, . 

If they a sword or weapon had in hand. 

All other lives most Christianly did spare. 

But seiz'd the goods and riches ^1 were Uicre. 

The town with French replenish'd quickly, then. 

Wallace the field takes bti^ly with his men. 

At which the king delay'd not -very long, , » . 

But rais'd an army twenty thousand strong; . 

All faithful subji^cts of the crown of t>ance. 

Led by his brotter Ouke of Orleans. ^ 
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Thro* Guy en land a speedy marcfc they makei 
At Bourdeaux.do Wallace overtake. 
Some said that town did mightily incline 
To fight good Wallace, but soon chang'd their mind,/ 
And sent express to Picardy by post, 
I'elling of Wallace and the newrais'd host, 
Gloucester, then captain of Calais, went. 
And told all to the English parliament. 
Some plahily said, * Wallace had broke the truce;- 
' Others said; 'Nayi that was ne'er his use.' 
X.ord Beaumont said, with judgment mos^ profound, 
' Wallace for Scotland, not for France was bound.' 
Yet Woodstock from his malice could not cease. 
But still affirm'd Wallace had broke the peace ; 
And told the king, if he'djiis counsel takey 
Now was the time on Scotland war to make. 
^ What Woodstock- said all did conclude it right ^. 
By sea and land a £[>rce they, raise on sight.. 
Gloucester he leads on the army's van, 
Longcastle does the middleward command r ^ tr' h r ^ 
Then Sir John Psewart to the sea was sent, 
W^ho all the north land perfectly well kent;. 
Vallance the knight before the army went. 
Who all the mischisf did he could invent, -^ 
And made^some Scots, with his enticing word,- 
Yield up the castles without stroke of< swords . 
Ere the best sort knew it was war in plain. 
In. Bothwell castle he was set again. 
And Sir Jolm Psewart who came by the sea. 
Soon got St. Johpstoun by a^jeopardie. 
Dundee they toek, left not a man in life^ 
Then plundered,, and soon possessed Fife, ^ 

And all the south, from Cheviot to the sea, 
O barbarous and cruel enemy I 
To Rauchry fled good /Vdam Wallace then. 
And Robert Boyd to Bute^ two gallant men.^ 
Sir John the Graham in Dundaff durst not bide^. 
But marched to the forest fair of Clyde. 
Lundie from Fife, he stole away by night. 
Eighteen with bkn that clever were and tight ;, • 
And his youi)g son, then but of tender age^ 
To DundafF muir they all away, do page^ 
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Thinking to meet with Sir John the Graham, 
Who often made the South'ron fly with shame. 
Thomas of Thorn took Lanark the next day> 
Lundie and Hay no longer there durst stay^ 
But to South-Tin to quickly did repair. 
And good Sir John did quickly meet them there. 
Vallance had order'd great provisions then, ^ ^ 

Under a guard o£ four score English men. 
For Bothwell castle, but, unto their shame. 
Were soon surpris'd by Limdie and by Graham ;. 
Who with some hardy Scots, fifty! trow. 
Of four score South'ron, sixty there they stew ; 
Got gold and goods, and all remained aUve 
On the Scots side, excepting only five ; 
. Then marched all away upon a night. 
Unto the Lennox in their armour bright. 
Seaton and Xyle they lodged in the Bass, 
But Hugh the Hay sent^nto England was. 
Then the north country lords do in the end. 
The Squire Guthrie unto Wallace send> 
At Aberbrotliwick shipping took for sea. 
And safely at the Sluce soon landed he. 
To Wallace went, and told in sorry mood. 
How sadly matters now in Scotland stood. 
Then Wallace said, * O South'ron ! all man«>swom I 

* For perfidy such rogues were never hotn ; ' 

* Their former treachery did we not feel, 

' Ev'n when the truce was sign'd with their great seal, 

* Who notwithstanding, most ujichristianly, 

' Caus'd eighteen score of our brave barons die. 
' To the great God, my vow I here do make, * 

* Peace with that king hereafter ne'er to take. 
' He shall repent that he tliis war began, 

' If it please God I be a living man.' 
Then does address the king for liberty 
To go to Scotland with his company ; 
With much ado the king did condescend. 
Upon proviso, when the war did end, 
• And he triumphed had o'er his South'ron foes. 
He should return to France and no time lose. 
Which, if he did, he freely might command 
At his return a lordship of good land* 
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Wallace took leave, goes 8t]*aight for Flanders then, ' -. 

With Sir Thomas and his countrymen. 

Then Squire Guthuie'j barge at Sluce lay still. 

To sea they w^pS^inohaste with good wilL ' ; S 

Fair wind and we^hdi', nothing worse they fand, : 

Then at Montrose they safely sJl do land. 

Good Sir John Ramsay and the Ruthven true, ' 

Barclay and fiisset, with men not a few. 

Do WaHace meet,^ all canty, keen, and crouse. 

And with three hundred march to Ochter-house. 



BOOK X. 
CHAP. I. 

Hon> Wallace won St, Johnstoun, 

Unto St. Johiistoun Wallace quickly prest. 
Which by the English was then repossest. 
Under Kinnoul, ere it was -day lay down. 
Then sped six South'ron servants from the town. 
Driving three empty carts upmi the way. 
In order to bring home their master's hay. 
Which, when they were a loading, suddenly • 

Guthrie and's men. made all the six to die. 
Wallace in haste caus'd take their upmost weed. 
And men to fit them ordered with speed. 
Wallace himself, and Ruthven brave also, 
Guthrie and Bisset, and good yeomen two : 
Each took a suit, and then with subtile art. 
Five men with hay they cover'd in each cart. 
Then to the town those carters took their way. 
And carefully drove on their carts of hay. 
Good Sir John Ramsay lay in ambush till 
He warning got, tlien marched with good wilL 
Over the bridge the carters Quickly past, 
Enter'd the gate, and then their cloaks do cast.\ 
Wallace with three good strokes which thei*e he got, 
The porter kill'd and two more on the spot. 
Guthrie and- Bisset, Ruthven of renown. 
Most manfully did cut the South'ron down. 
The armed men that snug lay in the carts^ 
Came fiercely -out, and bravely play'd their parts. 
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When Ramsay's $py saw all that there was Aane, 
The aiTibush broke^ both bridge and port haVe won; 
Ere Ramsay came with iiis men good and true, 
The twenty-one there forty South'«o» slew. 
And so soon as the ambush entered iidQ^^ ■- 
They spared none that were of South'ron kin. 
There Longoville, that brave and warlike knight, 
Nobly behav'd^ and did their doublets dight. 
The South'ron, when they saw the town was tint,' 
Fled then vas fast as fire does from a flint. 
And Sir John Psewart at the next.gate past. 
To Methwin wood he scour'd off wonder fast. 
One hundred men fled to the church in vain. 
But Wallace spared none, for :all' were slain. 
Four hundred South'ron kill'd were in the strife, 
And seven score only 'scaped with their life. 
Wallace got riches, good things not a few. 
And with true Scots plenish'd the town of new.. 
First to the Cask did Sir John Psewart pass. 
Then unto Fife where VaMance sheriff was, 
-Gatlier'd of men a num'rous company. 
To Auchterarder then drew privily j 
And to be ready ordered them adl, 
-For to attack St. Johnstoun at a call. 
Wallace made Ramsay his great captain there. 
And Ruthven sheriff, a deserving pair. 
He charged them, that on first warning they 
Should come to him without further delay. 
On some exploit he <}uickly marched then. 
With him one hundred of .good fighting men. 
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CHAP. II. 



The Batik of Black Iron Side, and hony Wallace took m 

Lochleven and Airih.^ 

Jo Fife' he march'd that country's state to view. 
With his good men that trusty were and true : 
But Sir John Psewart from the Ochle high. 
Espying Wallace as he passed by. 
All on a sudden 'gainst him marched then. 
To Black Irpn Side with fifteen hundred men. 
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This sudden 4][iarch good Wallace so alarms^ 
He and his men stand q«iickly to their arms ; 
With Bisset and good Guthrie does advise^ 
What course to take against this sad surprise ; 
^ We with the SoutlVron now are sa besets 
' To our good fiends at Perth no word we'll get 

* It grieves me more that Vallance is the guide^ 
' Than Ml the rest upon the South'ron side.' 
Guthrie reply'd, '-Could we get over Tay, 

' It were I tiiink the sure and safest way ; 

* And warn good Ramsay who commands the town^ 
' He'd send a reii^orcement to us soon/ 

* .It's safer,' Wallace says, ' in my esteem, 

' To fight the ibe than dangerously to swim. 
' In Elchoek park but forty men were we, 

* Against' seven hundred, and made South'ron flee^ 
' ?iO may .we now thro' help of divine grace : 

* Take courage lads, and bravely ishow yoiu: face. 

* This wood we'll hold as long as we can stand, 
' To the last man we'll fight it sword in hand. 

' The right is :ours, let's to it manfully, 
' I'll free this land once more before I die.* 
Which speech,*did so their Jiearts to him engage^ 
And put their spirits upon such an edge. 
That some call out to take^the field in plain : 
Wallace said no, ' These words are all in vain ; 

* My thoughts and sentiments are no way such, 
\ This wood may prove to our advantage much : 

* For though our courage be not wanting now, 
' Yet pray, beheve good -conduct's needful too.' 
Then hewn wood and planks of oak did take, 
A strong barrier then. quickly did he mak^ ; 

.And by the .time that all was finish'd right. 
The English army came within their sight. 
Psewart attacks the wood with a bravade. 
But finds a strong and dev'lish barricade. 
There with' a thousand men does wait and watchj 

- And with, five hundred Vallance does detach. 
To guard the wood, that not one single skin, . 
Might 'scape the sword • of alKdiat were within. 
Forty good archers Wallace had that tide, 

- Which gall'd the English horse on ev'i^ side. • 
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llie rest were 8pe«nsien long in war expert. 

Honour was alj the thing they had at hearty 

As evidently pver all was seen. 

By the defence at the encoanter keen. 

A void was left where South'ron enter might. 

Forty at first were put to death on sight. 

Numbers of horse were killed with the rfiot. 

The wounded reel'd, and to a plain they got. 

Psewart ramp^'d to see both man and horse^i f 

So sore rebutcxiand put to the worse. 

Vallance advis'd he would forbear to fight. 

And rest his men olose by the wood that night: 

Por hunger sopn would drive them from their strengt 

Then might he chai^ them in the fidd at length. 

Psewart repl/d, * "Tis dangerous to delay, 

' If succour €ome to them what will you say, 

' Along with me eight hundred men shall fare, 

* All in a range to round the wood with care ;* 
' The rest they shall with thee continue still, 

* To fight or be commanded at thy wilL' 

* Be brisk said Psewart, quickly him beset, 
' For now I think he's fairly in the net. 

* Could you but slay or take him upon life, 

* King Edward sure would make you eip*! of Fife.?. .. 
When Wallace he their disposition 6aw> . 

And Psewart'^ charge with so much rage and awe. • 

* Brave lads^ he said, yon Psewart is a knight, 

' Forward in wars, both hardy, wise, and wight 
^ ' Such an attack against us, and a sore, 
5 * He does intend as you ne'er saw before : 

* Since we're beset with foes on every side, 

' And must per force here in this forest bide; 
' Take notice all, and mai^ well what I say, * ' 

' His first assault boldly resist I pray/ ; :* 

Crawford he left, and Longoville the knight, - -' 
At the barrier to keep it safe and tight. • • 

Wallace himself quickly encounters then, 
Psewart with sixty 'gainst eight hundred men. 
Who fought so fierce, and show'd their valour so. 
No English man durst from his fcdlow go, \ 

To break his rank, or foremost enter in> . .a 

4S0 bloodily the dispute did begin ; 
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On eldier side the spears in flinders flew; - 

Numbers of English there the Scots men slew. 

; Vallance^ at tihis time^ sorely did assail 

Crawford, and the brave knight good Longoville ; 

Who boldly stood and did defend their ground. 

And at the entry hew'd the South'ron down. 

Thus were the Scots attack'd on ev'ry hand. 

Fifteen to one, too numerous a band. 

Nothing they had now for't but do or die. 

Psewart surpris'd was with such bravery. 

Who pres^ng on with a good sword df steel, 

Kill'd a stout Scot who had behaved weel. 

Wallace enr^'d, did quickly vow revenge. 

And a soimd blow with Psewart to exchange ; 

But troops ci SoatWron intervening soon. 

He miss'd his mark, though others he cut down. 

Great slops the Scots mkde 'mong the South'ron ranks> 

From front to rear, and out through both their flanks. 

Eighty that time were slain witiiout remead. 

And at the barrier fifty killed dead. 

After this brisk repulse and fair defeat, 
Psewart he quickly caused sound retreat. 
And then consults what's proper next to do. 
Curses hard fate, 'cause beat by such a few. 
The worthy Scots go into the barrier. 
Wash all their wounds, refresh, and make good cheer. 

At many bouts, said Wallace, I have been. 
But such a fierce attack have scarcely seen.' 
Then from a strand of water running by. 
He all his men supply^d abundantly ; 
Drank first himself, then said, in sober mood, 
' TJxej^ine in France I ne'er thought half so good.' 
Sir .^hn concludes, in council, to be brief^ 
To fight no more till he get fresh relief; 
And then to starv*3 with hunger in th^ field. 
The Scots, if they stood out, and did not yield* 
Mean time he eharg*d John Vg^lance to abide. 
And keep them into Cooper till he'd ride : 
Who said, ' sucH charge he would. not undertake, 
' To fight all day, and then all night to wake.' 
Psewart cry'd, * Stay or underlie the blame, 
* I then command^ in ^ood King Edward's 'hame- 

H 
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•" * Or here to God I vow, without all scorti, 
'If they break out, to hang thee up the'raorn.- ' 
Wallace was blytli when that he heard such.strifcy 
I*^thing e'er pleas'd him better all his life ; . 
And then drew near, at a fit tirae withal. 
To the wood-side, and did on Vallance call, i 
' Yon knight, I think, would make a coward start, 
' Come in to«u8, he brags not worth a f — t, 

* And thou shalt have a lordship in thy hand, 

* Thy brother left behind him in this land.- 
Vallance choos'd rather with the Scots to bide, . 
Than venture's life upon the English' side. 

So in a moment all with one consent. 

He and his men straight unto Wallace went. 

* Then Psewart said,' ' I ne'er expected such 

' Base treatment,' but John Vallance mock'd him much. 

By this brave Ramsay, and good Ruthven then, 

I'o Black Iron Side came with three hundlred men* 

Psewart the knight well hath their coming seen. 

Who choos'd a plain, and drew up on the green. 

Twelve hundred men he had wanting a sccmt, 

^JClie Scots five hundred sixty, and no more. 

Now to the wood good Wallace bids adieu. 

Who all this time nothing of Ramsay knew^^ 

And when he heard him shout, and Ruthv^i cry. 

How did his heart rejoice exceedingly ! 

On either side quickly assembled they. 

And set the battle all in good array. 

The English, who were more in number far^ 

By Psewart now in two divided are. 

The worthy Scots, so soon as they were drest. 

Most furiously among them, quickly prest : 

And as they in the wood behaved well, 

/So on the plain they fought as stout as steeL 

Had snlall respite froip rising of the sun. 

Yet charg'das fresh as if but new begun. 

Ramsay and Ruthven came with fresh relief. 

Unto the South'ron's sorrow and great grief. 

And of their carcases took a sound mends ; 

Dissever'd them in twenties and in tens. 

WTien spears were gone, witli swords of metal clear. 

They pav'd their way in haste from front to rear. ' 
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Wallace and his good meh^ by strength of hand, 

Made South'ron blood to stream' out through the land. 

Three hundred English briskly in the end. 

Surround Sir John, and bravely him defend. 

The Scots who saw so many in a rout. 

With Psewart stand, and guai*ding him abbiit. 

Upon their flanks did them attack full sore. 

And witji their points their polish'd plates did bore. 

Ramsay inclined that Psewart he should yield. 

Rather thai> see him die upon tlie field. * 

' Nq, he shall die,* ' said Wallace, by God's grace j 

' He came to pay his ransom in this place.* 

The South'ron plainly saw that they must die. 

Succour was none, suppose that they should &y. 

Freshly they fought as they had enter'd new. 

And some good men on the Scots side they slew; 

' To please our king, said Psewart, and his laws, 

* We lose our lives in an unrighteous cause.* 

With that he struck brave Bisset to the death. 

For which good Wallace quickly stopt his breath. 

Who with one stroke cut him down with his*sword> 

And after that he never spoke a word : 

But to the ground rush*d down with all his miglit^ 

By Wallace' hand thus died that gallant knight. 

The rest were kill'd, what could the Scots do mor^; 

Then all lament the loss of Bisset sore. 

Ruthven for Perth to march he ready makes. 

And Sir John. Ramsay Cooper castle takes^ 

Wallace and Crawford, Guthrie, Longoville, 

And Richard, takes Lundbres that day to BeH. 

Vallance was steward^ who abundantly^ 

With meat and drink did bravely them supply. ^ 

The English all flee fast^before them now. 

As does the bishop of St. Andrews too : 

He would not Wallace* coming there abide, 

So dirtfear'd was ev'n for all Scotland wide. 

Their worthy knight that into Cooper lay, 

Seia'd all their riches on the second day. 

- And at commahd of Wallace did cast down. 
And raze that place unto the very ground. 
Th^ unto Crail did suddenly repair. 
But only found there walls and buildings bare. 

2 
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The Engli^b £ben troop'd off aijl in a Gitmg, 

And through all Fife the Scots did rant and reign. 

No English men was left, for all did fly. 

Save in Lochleven one single company. 

A knight, Musgrove, tliat did conunand Kinghoi?)* 

The merest coward Uiat was ever bom. 

Hearing that Wallace would attack the place. 

Fled and deserted to his great disgrace. 

Wallace possest the house, and on the morn. 

To Scotland's Well does with his men return. 

When night was come the^ supp'd, and went to riS$t, 

But stDl Lochleven stuck m Wallace breast. 

To which he pass'd near middle of the nigbitv 

With eighte^ chosen men, all stout and tight 

' Courage, brave boys,* he said, ^ and never Qmtbs 

' The So|jth'ron now lie sleeping in yon inch.; 

* Since honour's to be won, let's venture for% 
' If we get o'er, we shall have pleasant sport, 

* Do you remain all here upop the spot, 

* I'll try if I can bring you o'er their boat.' 
Quickly he stript^ with his brave sword aiid gpod, 

. Bound round his neck, and leap'd into the floodf 
Over he swims, ,and very quickly then. 
Seizes the boat^ then brings her to his men. 
Who, when array'd, no longer did abid^. 
But juniped in, and row'd to th* other sidij. 
The inch they, took boldly with sword in band. 
And spared none before them that they fand. , 
To wives and bairns he merqy still did shew. 
But thirty «ien upon the spot he slew. 
To call good Ramsay he hatli ordera giv'n. 
To dine with him, if he pleas'd, at Lochleven. 
Sent out a man, the South'ron horse to keep. 
Drew up the boat^ then went to bed to sleep. 
The messenger good Ramsay did surprise. 
Who with unusual briskness hixn did rise. 
My lord, good Sir, does kindly you invite 
Unto Lochleven to eat a dish of meat.' 
Ramsay got up, and march'd with all his men. 
And there carous'd full eight day^ to an end. :i| 

Turs'd off the goods that South'ron had brojiight tiblS|f|»J 
Caiis'd burn the boat, then unto Perth repair. I 
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There Bishop Smclair met them in a trice^ 

And wisely gave to Wallace his advice. 

Jop to the north for more supply was sent ; 

Por.none alive the country better kent. 

<jood Mr. Blair, in sacerdotall weed, 

Went to the west to warn his friends with speed. 

How unto Wallace they might safely get : 

The South 'ron had their passage so beset. 

IBrave Adam Wallace, and good Lindsay, fate 

To Earl Malcolm, where they welcome were. 

There was the noble Graham, and Lundie brave, 

And Boyd, like men, are n^w rais'd from their grave. 

»Top marched on, Cnmming Lord Buchan was, 

DFor old envy he suffer'd none to pass. 

"Yef poor men came to Wallace as they might, 

Tor to defend old ancient Scotland's right. 

The Bannald young ta serve his country bent, 

<jood men from Murray hatii to Wallace sent, 

JTop did return unto his master soon^ 

^tid told him all, though little he got done : 

33ut Mr. Blair such noble tidings brought, 

That of the Camming Wallace reckoned nought. 

^Wallace, who did the ^ occasion ken, 

3^farch'd straight from Perth, and with him fifty men. 

<5ood Irish Stephen, and Kierly who was wight, 

Jn watchmen's garb to Wallace march'd on sight.. 
XJpon more force to wait he had no mind. 
And left the rest to keep the land behind. 

JBy Stirling bridge to march he did not please, 

Tor English men hum there as thick as bees ; 

But ovier Airth they ferried hastily, -. 

JLnd lurked in a private place hard by. 

A cruel captain dwelt in Airth that year. 

An English man, whose name was Thomlin Weir : 

One hundred men were at his lodging still, 

Possest that land according to their will, 

A Scotish lisher seiz'd, who, out of fear, 

TJnto their service made the fellow swear. 

Jop early went the passage for to spy, 

^nd on the fisher happened suddenly : 
^Then ask'd him, ' What countryman art thou ?* 
p^ A Scot,' he said, ' but South'ron made me vow 
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' Unto their service, sore against my mind> 

* Pox on the pack, I love none of their kind; 

* A fishing I came o'er to this north side, 

' A Scots roan if you be TU with you bide/' 

When Jop to Wallace told the poor man's case. 

They all rejoic'd to see the fisher's face. 

Since with His boat they might good passage liavey 

Not valuing what the poor man should crave. 

To the south. land most gladly they did farCi 

Then broke the boat when they were landed there. 

Out through the moss they marched with good speed;. 

To the Tor- wood the fisher did them lead : 

A widow there brought tidings in short space. 

Of Wallace' friend that dwelt at Dunipace ; 

Thomlin of Weir had him in prison put. 

Which. Wallace vex'd, and to the heart him cut. 

Dame, said good Wallace, he shaU loosed be. 

The morn by noon, and set at liberty. 

They ^te and drank, and quiet there abode. 

And on the morrow early took the road. 

Toward Airth-hill his force with him he drew. 

Where was a j5trer\gth that well the fisher knew. 

A private way the fisher him directs. 

Then to the South'ron paid his best respects. 

O'er a small bridge into the hall lie got. 

And then, salutes in rage and fury hot. 

With shearing swords clinking out o'er their crown, 

There without mercy hew'd the South'ron down, 

Thomlin of Weir, he thro' the body clave. 

And his good men did soon despatch the lave. " 

7'hrough all the room the blood gush'd boiling hot,, 

One. hundred men lay dearl upon the spot. 

Then to relieve his uncle went along. 

In a deep cave, who lay in fetters strong. 

Before that time his uncle ne'er had been 

So glad as when good Wallace he had seen,- 

Into deep ditches the dead corpse were cast, , 

And carefully their watches plac'd at last. 

Upon the morrow gathered up the spoil,: 

Both gold and jewels to reward their toil. 

South'ron came in, but quickly changed hues. 

For none went bajck to tell their neighbours news... 
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Stephen of Ireland, Kierly who was wight. 
These two did keep the port the second night. 
lire it was day the worthy Scots arose, 
TTurs'd off their spoil, and to the Tor-wood goes. 
INow i^ince at Airth the Scots have done their best, 
Xet's see what came of thenv went to the west. 
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Hon) Wallace burnt the English in Ditrriharton, 

Wallace and his good men march'd all the night. 
And to Dumbarton came ere it was light. 
Then at » widow's house did quickly call. 
And whisper'd softly to her through the wall. 
Whose voice so soon- as the good woman knew, ■ 
Unto her clothes immediately sh^ drew. 
In a close barn him and his men she got. 
Good meat and drink in truth he -wanted not. 
Then unto Wallace gave one hundred pound. 
To make his supper go the better down. 
Nine sons ^he had, good likely men and tight, 
Ari oath to him she made them swear on sight. 
There he remain'd secure, and never budg'd. 
But caus'd mark the doors where South'ron lodg'd. ' 
Then all march'd" on, and silence closely kept. 
Unto the gate, where they securely slept. 
An English captain; and nine of his matesj 
Drinking too late, did brag of mighty feats. 

* Had 1 good Wallace,' one said in a rage, 

* I would think nothing with him to engage.* 
Another there his head and neck would pawn. 
He'd tie Siir John the Graliam with strength of hand. 
A third, he'd fight the Boyd with a good sword, ^ 
'Twould set him better far to fight a t — d. 
Another wish'd for Lundie by his life, 

-And some for Seaton, in that drunken strife. 
When Wallace heard< the Soutlf ron make such din. 
He boldly all alone himself went in; 
Then with a brave bold countenance and stout. 
Saluted them most handsomely about : 

* I'm from my travels come. Gentles,' said he, 
' Longing your conquest of tlie Scots to see. 
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' Some of your drink^ and other cheer I'd have*' 
The captain then- a saucy answer gave. 
* Thou seem'st a Scot, likely to be a spy, 
' And mayest be one of Wallaces' company ; 
' Which^ if thou be, nothing shall thee protect 
' Of being hang'd up quickly by the neck.' 
Wallace thought, tlien, it was not time to stand,. 
^His noble sword fast gripp'd in his hand; 
With such a stroke the captain did surprise, 
A^ cut off all that stood above the eyes. 
Another then he killed in great ire, 
A third he tlu-ew into the burning fire, 
Kierly and Stephen came in with courage true^ 
And kill'd the rest of the drunken" crew. 
The hostler, then, without fu/ther delay. 
Directed Wallace where the South'ron lay, 
AVho set their lodgings all in a fair low 
About their ears, and burn'd them stab and stow. 
Then to Dumbarton cave, with merry speed, 
March'd long ere day, a quick exploit indeed. 
Towards Rosncatlv next night they past along. 
Where English men possest that castle stroil^g^ 
Who that same day unto a wedding go. 
Four score in nuu^ber at the least, or moc^ 
In their return the Scots upon them set. 
Where forty did their death*wounds fairly get j. 
The rest scour'd off, and to the castle fied. 
But Wallace, who in war was nicely bred. 
He did the entry to tha castle win. 
And slew the South*ron all were found therein.. 
After* the fliers did pursue with s|>eed, 
None did escape him, all were cut down dead* 
On their purveyance seven days lodged there,. 
At their own ease, and merrily did fare. 
Some South'ron cam(? to visit their good kin. 
But none went out, be sure, tliat once -came in. 
After he had set fire unto the placej 
March'd straight to Falkland in a little space. 
There Earl Malcolm was, of glorious fame, 
Richard of Lundie, and Sir John the Grah^ai ; 
Good Adam Wallace, that true-hearted Scot;, 
Barclay, and Boyd, and others of great note* 
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With them he kept his yool and holy days) 
Who past their time in feasting, sport, and pl^ys. 
Till tidings came of his dear mother's death. 
Who to Almighty had resign'd her breatlf. 
Then did he order Jop and Mr. Blair^ 
To bury her, and no expense to spare^ 
Who posted off with speed, did not defer. 
And honourably did her corpse inter. 
His mourning Wallace soon threw off, for he 
Had most at he&rt how Scotland he might free. 



CHAP. IV. 

IToTV Sir WiUiain Douglas won the Castle of Satiquhar 
by a jeopardy, Horn Wallace rescued him from ific' 
English, and put them out qftliose parts. 

Sir William Douglas, as old writers record. 

Of Douglas' dale at that time was the lord. 

By his deceased lady he had now 

Two likely sons for strength and courage too ; 

Whose nat'ral parts all greatness^ did presage. 

When at the schools, and but of tender age. 

In knowledge that liiey might the more advance. 

They're quickly sent to the best schools in France. 

Their father, that most noble valiant knight. 

King Edward had detiun'd against all right : 

Till with the Lady Ferres he'd conclude 

A match, which after prov'd not for liis good.* 

Two sons he had by this young lady fair. 

And then got leave for Scotland to repair. 

Accordingly his lady, sons, and he, - . 

Came all to Douglas, and liv'd pleasantly. 

King Edward thought that he had steadfast been 

To him, but faith the contrair soon was' seen. 

The old Scots blood remained in him still. 

Which to the English* never bore»good wilL 

That t^me the Sanquhar was a castle strong. 

For which the Sqot* did suffer frequent wrong* • *r 

An English captain did command the same, .\ 

Was Bewford call'd, a pox upon his name; «* 

To Doi^a^* lady wa^ a kinsman near. 

From him no barm on that accauiat did fbari^ . .- t. . ». * 
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But when Sir William saw Wallace in plain^ 

Was likely to free Scotland 6nce again. 

He as a true-born Scots man thqu^t tie should 

Give all assistapce to him that he could. 

To which a cheerful heart he ready found. 

Being by force to Edward only bound. 

To Thomas Dickson, a young man and bold. 

His inclination then he quicldy told. 

How he design'd, with tdl his power and might,. 

To frightafi and surprise the English knight. 

* I have/ said Dickson, ' a good friend indeed, 

* John Anderson who firewpod dqes lead 

' IJnto the castle, stout and tinae like steel, 

* To him rU go, and all the case reveal.' 
Into a moment good Sir William then 
l^repared thirty stout well chosen men. 
He told his Jady to Dumfries he went. 

To meet some English that had to him sent. 
Then march'd all night, upon them fast did draw, 
And in a cleugh lurk'd 5y the water craw. 
Dickson to. Sanquhar goes and tarries not. 
And with John Andeiison makes up a plot. 
That he should take John's horses and his weed. 
By it .was day, a draught of wood to lead. 
John was a clever and auld farrand boy. 
As you shall heaV by the ensuing ploy. ^ 
jNlean time, good Anderson unto him told. 
Ingeniously, the whol6 strength of the hold> 
' Forty, they are, aH men of great avail, 
' Be that on foot they'll surely you assail i 
^ But if you chance the entry for to get, 

* A great pole ax on your right hand is set ; 

^ Which may defend you stoutly in the throng ; 
' Be Douglas wise, hell not stay from you lo^/ 
Then Anderson the ambush, by and by, 
. Near to the castle led moat privately. 
Dickson is with the draught of green wood gone. 
Who to the castle whistling came anon, 
Array'd in Anderson's old rural weed. 
To whom the porter <^ened with speed ; 
Who said, * This hour you might have staid away ; 
;* Thou art untim^'ous; for its scarcely day.' 
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Dickson his draught got in by lucky fate, 
Then cut the cords, and all fell in the gate. 
The porter twice out o'er the head he struck. 
And kiird him dead, prodigious good luck ! 
The axe he got whereof his friend had spoke. 
And gave a sign, whereat the ambush broke. 
Douglas was foremost, faith he made no stand. 
But o'er the wood march'd straight with sword in hand. 
Three, watchmen kill'd within the close that hour, 
And won the gate that leads to the great tow'r. 
Han up the stair where the good captain lay. 
Who trembling stood, and fain would been away; 
Too late he was, Douglas struck up the door. 
And stick'd him dead where he stood on the floor,. 
Then took the house, put South'ron all to death. 
None did escape, save one, with life or bi*eath. 
Th« fellow fled in haste to Durisdear, 
And told the captain all in panic fear. * 
Who to th6 Knoch caui^'d another go. 
And wamLochmabane, Tibbers-muir also. ' 
The country also bragg'd no less to do. 
Than siege thfc castle and haUg Douglas too. * 
Sir William then- most -prudently on sight, 
Dickson despatch'd to warn tlie Wallace wight.. 
Who in the Ldiinox very boldly theii 
Did lie encamped with fo/ur hundred men. 
On. which he' marches, makes no longer stay. 
Unto the castle of Kilsyth^ that day ; 
Where Ravindale numbers of South'ron had, . 
But was himself that time in Cumbernauld. 
The Earl Malcolm posted "Was hard by, v 

In ambush with two hundred m^n to lie. 
To guard the house, the rest himself he took 
Into thewood; and'made one sharply look 
About, and sf)y when RaVindale he came. 
For they designed him and his men "Some game. 
Who when betwixt the bushments two h^ got. 
He and his men wei*e all kill'd on the spot. 
To siege the castle would ho longer stay, 
But march'd and burnt Linlithgow in his way. ^^ 
Where South'ron dwelt, and on the morrow' sient, "* 
And bum'd Dalkeith^ then to Newbottle wenl. - 
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Lauder by this, and Seaton of renown. 

Came from the Bass, and burn'd North Berwick Upk 

And with an hundred men in armour bright. 

Do Wallace meet^ which was a joyful sight. 

Djckson lie also met with Wallace now. 

Who promis'd soon the Douglas to rescue. 

Brave Hugh the Hay, in noble order thea 

To Peebles came with fifty valiant men. 

And Rutherford^ that ever true had been^ 

With sixty men, cruel in war and keen. 

Courageously all marched then along. 

And numbered were good eight hundred strong. 

By this the ^outh'ron Sanquhar do beset. 

Thinking they had brave Douglas in the net : 

But news of Wallace came with such a thud. 

As quickly put a fright unto their fud. 

For Wallace scarce to Crawford then had got. 

When shame a tail remained upon the spot. 

The siege thus raised in hurry and great fiay. 

The bumbaz'd South'ron scamper'dall away. 

Which news when Wallace heard, he tliat same nigh 

Three hundred horsemen chose in harness light. 

The Earl Malcolm quickly ordered he, 

1 o follow (HI, a good rearguard to be. 

Thro' Durisdear pursues this chieftain bold. 

The plainest way, 'bove Morton, then does hold. 

At Closeburn, when the South'ron came in sight. 

He charg'd and kill'd seven score into the fight. 

When South'ron saw the case had happened so. 

To rally tlien they make a faint, sham show. 

With Wallace to debate in open fields. 

But Earl Malcolm close was at their heels. 

At which th^y thought it was not time to stay> 

But each man Hed, and made the best o's way. 

Wallace and the good Earl do pursue. 

And in the flight demolish'd not a few. 

Five hundred good they and their men Ii|ive oast 

Dead to the ground ere th^ Dalswinton past, p 

The wearied horses march no farUier can, 

Tliough ajl the men were fresh as they began. 

Wallaee ^nd Graham must then disraqunt per force^ 

And take tji^ir foot; good fate it v«is no wor«§e, 
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So fierce they follow witiMmt fear or dread. 
None but the horse could equal them in speed. 
Their strokes so heavy, dreadful were and sore> 
Whorae'er they hit did grieve the Scots no more.^ 
Then anew party, men of note and fam^ 
With good fresh horses unto Wallace <^ame. 
Good Currie and the Johnstcoi stout and gay^ 
Kirkpatrick, and the trusfy Hallid^y. 
Seven score new men came up^ a brave recruit. 
Who noble service did in the pursuit. 
Good Currie there brave Wallace hors'd again. 
Who quickly hath three English, captains skuiu 
Of Durisdear, Enoch, and Tibfoer's-muir, 
The dint of his good sword none could endure. 
The Maxwell alsaout of Carlav'rock drew. 
And did the Soutb'ron furiously pursue. 
Beside Cock Pool sound payment th^re they got^ 
Some drowned were, and some. kilFd on the spot. 
Wallace retium'd, and in Carlav^rock bode^ 
And to Dumfiries upon the morrow rode. 
Procbum'd his peace to aU within those bounds. 
That would assist against the South'ron lowxis. 
No longer there at that time did abide. 
For South'ron fled from Scotland on each side. 
The towns and castles Scots men then possest. 
And rul'd the land, and then the land had rest* 
Brave Douglas had behav'd so nobly there. 
Was keeper made from Drumlanrig to Air. 
Mean time his lady counterfeits her spite. 
And, like a serpent, waits her time to bite. 
By this the English c^tains all did flee. 
Excepting Morton who hdd out Dundee, 
Which Wallace vex'd, and greatly disoblig'd. 
Therefore he march'd, and closely him besieged* 
McNlon does beg bis life, and then he'd go 
For England straight, but Wallace answered, ' No : 
' All England shafi example of thee take ; 
' Thou sB^lt be hanged €or King Edward's sake.' 
When Wallace had confirm'd tl^ siege, then be 
, Jl'he Scrimzior made constable of Dundee. 
One Ballinger of England who was there. 
Past out of Tay, and Cftwe U) Quithy fair j 
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To London wrote, and told of Wallace* vow; 

And in what pickle Morton laboured now'; 

Which tidings put King Edward to a stance. 

And call'd him home, who fighting was in France. • 

Then did he charge and summon firuce by name. 

To answer, or to underlie the blame ; 

And all the rent who liv'd under his crown,- 

Bishop and baron got a summons soon. 

I leave him-here to his new hellish plots ; - 

From which, good God ! preserve the sakeless Scotsf 

The English that time Guyen land possest. 

And did that country very much infest. 

On which accouiit a herald does advance. 

Express to Wallace from thfe king of France, 

Praying he*d<»me and charge the South'ron lowns. 

And once more chase them from his Gallic bounds. 

This message from the king received he. 

When busy at the siege before Dundee. 

The herald there he entertained at large, 

Most splendidly on his own proper charge. 

And told him ail the great feats he had done, . 

But that he could not give an answer soon, * 

Until he saw what Edward did contrive 

And plot against the Scots, ill may he thrive. 

The wits of France have with the herald sent, 
A brave description, and a fine comment 
On Wallace* actions, and his person rare. 
To either which the age could not compare. 
In stature he was full niiie quarter high. 
When measur'd, at least, without a lie ; 
Betwixt his shoulders was tluree quarters broad. 
Such length and breadth would nbw a-days seem odd. 
Was no fatigue but what he could endure ; 
Great, but well shaped lithbs, voice strong and sture. 
Burning brown hair, his brows and eye-bries light ; 
Quick piercing eyes like to the diamonds bright. . 
A well proportion'd visage, long and sound; 
Nose square and neat, with ruddy lips ahd round. 
His breast was high, his iieck was thick and strong; 
A swinging hand, with arms both large and long. 
Grave in his speech, his colour sanguine fine, 
A beauteous face^ wherein didhonour shine. 
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Iivtime of peace, riifld as a lamb would be, ^ 

When war approached, a Hector stout was he.- 

Riches he mock'd, submitted ail to fate ; 

Gave what he wan> like Alexander great. 

To Scots men he j^eat trust and credit gave. 

But a known foe could never him deceive. 

Such qualities men did to him advance. 

Who were the very greatest wits in France ; 

Which Mr. Blair mark'd all in Wallace' book. 

On which you'r kindly welcome now to look. 

But at the siege as Wallace earnest lay, 

Jop brought him tidings on a^ertain day. 

How Edward, came with a great force along. 

An army of an hundred thousand strong. 

Wallace commands Scrimzior quickly then. 

There to command eight thousand of his men, 

-And close besiege the South'ron in that place, • 

That none might thence escape in any case. 

Wallace himself did with two thousand ride 

To Perth, where he some few days did abide. 

Toward the south his march did then begin, 

With his brave lads, all in a merry pin. 

King Edward does to young Lord Woodstock send. 

And orders him to march ten thousand men \ 

To Stirling bridge, and there to keep the pass. 

Who, when he came, behav'd just like an ass. 

Without regard to orders cross'd the Forth, 

And with his men march'd straight untathe north; 

But for his folly very soundly paid. 

Who had his king's command thus disobey!d. 



BOOK XI. 

CHAP. I. 

Th^ Battle of Falkirk. 

1 oui^G Woodstock now, all in his airs isHgot; 
He'U Wallace fight, rescue Dundee, what not f 
But was surpris'd> when looking round about. 
He Wallace saw with him ^ight thousand -stout* 



^ 



IM THE HISTOBT OF 

Old hardy \Soys, which made him change hia hue^.. 

And on a sudden look both pde and Uue; 

But finding them in number lets than he, - 

Resolves to fight, and not a foot to fiee ; 

On Sheriff-muir Wallace drew up his men. 

Who had eight thousand 'gainst Lord Woodstock's tcn^ 

There furiously the armies do engage 

Each other in a deap'rate bloody rage. 

The hardy Scots together stuck so true. 

In rank and file seven thousand South'rcxi slew. 

Three thousand more, who fought and would not yidldn 

Were quickly all cut down upon the field. 

Lord Woodstock dead among them also lay. 

Not one cscap'd the sword that fatal day. 

Silver and gold, horses, and other spoil, 

Scots men got to resuunerate their toiL 

Without a halt tQ Stirling bridge they ride. 

And all pass over to the other side. 

Then carpenters and craftsmen quickly call. 

Who presently undo the passage alL 

To the Dridibord Wallace he had them syne. 

Who ordered all according to his mind. 

Then made he Lauder very quickly pajss, 

^ong the coast where any vessel was. 

And men with him> who searched ev'ry nook. 

And from each hosA k board or two they took. 

In Stirling then lay with his foot and horse. 

Watching what way the English bent tlieir force. 

The Earl Malcolm cawe to Wallace then. 

With ^e brave Lennox lads, true hearted men. 

Sir John the Graham came also speedily^ 

Attended with a glorious cbmpany. 

Who tidings brought King Edward was at hand, 

Ev'n at Torphichen with his South'ron band. 

Stewart of Bute, with a great number next. 

To Wallace came, for battle bravely fixt. 

Who on the morrow, with his Gumming arch. 

Each with ten thousand to Falkirk did march. 

Ten thousand also of brave valiant men, 

Wallace drejw quickly up in order then. 

There Earl M^olin wfl§, of mighty fajtne, . 

And that renowned knight Sir John the Graham. 



sift WILLIAM WALXACE. W$r 

Seaton and Lauder, Boyd the stout and tight. 
And Adam Wallace, a most noble sight. 
Then by express came inf€)rmation sure. 
The South'ron all were in Slamaiman-muir, 
Pitching their tents^ setting pavilions down. 
By sou^ Falkirk, a little above the town. 
Jop view'd their number as they mardi'd along, 
Which was compute one hundred thousand strong. 
Nevertheless the Scots^ do courage take. 
At sight of. Wallace, and all fear forsake. 
The Gumming here, fy on him for a Scot, 
'Gainst Wallace does coaitrive a hellish plot 
Told the Lord. Stewart, W^lace had no right 
To leadjthe van before him in the fight. 
Which bred' great heat betwixt the gallant two^i 
So subtiUy Gumming the coal did blow. 
The Stewart then does toward Wallace make, 

* Pray, Sir, wlmt course is proper now to take^ 
' For Edward comes with a prodigious pow'r ?* 

* To fight,' said Wallace, * there's no other cure : 
'With far more troops I've seen yon kingappear^.. 
' And soundly beat with fewer men than here. 

' Let's to it then, for we have men anew, . 

* Likely and good, providing they be true/ 

Then Stewart said, * The van-guard he would have.' 

Wallace reply'd, * As God my spul shall save, 

' That shall ye not, rU grant you no such thing, 

^_Nor no man else, except my righteous king. 

*^ Twice have I rdscu'd this my native land> 

^ And shall I now resign my old command. 

' I'll let you know> its neither brag nor boast, 

* W'ill bully m^ out of my righteous post. 
' So much a fool I am not^ Sir, by half, 
*'At such a^time to quit my marshal stafil' 
' To which the Stewart answered again, 

' The owl did of his feathers once complain : 
^ At which dame nature took a feather fair, 

* From ev'ry bdrd, and him delivered there. 

* Which gift the owl no sooEker did receive, 
^ Than he thro' pride cdi>Qted all: the lave. 

* Why then so high,, Sir? does it not appear, 

* That you condemn all but yourselfcare here ? 
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' Then of your men be not so vain, but mind, 
' Had each his own you should have few behind^ 
Wallace, enrag'd, flew in a flame of fire. 
And too, too rashly, called the Stewart liar. 
' No owl I am, for I have often been,' 

* At the noon day wliere thou durst not be seen> 
' Fighting thy foeSy for glory, not for pelf; 

*" This parable rthou speak'st against thyself. 
' It is the Gumming has thee thus advis'd, 
' I know his speech, tho' masked and disguis'd.. 
' From danger great I did relieve that slave, 
' And this is all the thanks Inow receive. 

* No succour tlien expect fromme this day :' 
Then wheel'd, and with ten thousand rode awayw _ 
Great comfort this did to the English yield. 

And almost forc'd the Scots to leave the field. 
' At once the Stewart grieving much he swore, 
' Cumraing should rue his base advice full sore.; . 

* For that he now did veiy plainly see 

^ His plot was only self and treachery.' 

Tile Earl Hartford 'gainst the Stewart then 

Advanc'd with thirty thousand English men, ^ 

Whom the brave Stewart charg'd so fierce and hot/ 

That Hartford's men lay dead upon the spot. 

When spears "were broke, boldly their swords they dre^ 

And twenty thousand of the South'ron slew. 

The rest they fled unto their king with grief. 

Who sent ten thousand for a fuesh relief. 

Which when the noble champion Wallace saw. 

And the brave Scots up in battle draw. 

Held up his* hands, and fervently did say, 

' O God assist yon lord, I humbly pray, 

' And though he be with fresh force overset, 

' Grant he the victory o'er his foes may get.' 

By this the Bruce and Bishop Beik do then 

Fiercely advance with forty thousand men. 

When Wallace did the Bruce's banner-k^now, 

' Good God,' said he> ^ how does this world go ; . 

' To see a man 6o forward and so rude, 

' As fight against his native flesh and blood? 

* Were I but -free of my rash oath and vow, . 

* I'd either, dieyot Stewart brave rescue.' 
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Kindness said, * Pray rescue him from the foe/ v 

ft ut will said, ' Nay, why fool wilt thou do so ?' 
iCindness reply *d, ' They are good Scotish men :* . 
On that, said will; ' I cannot much depend. 

* Had they been good, as one we all had been, 

* The contarair whereof now is plainly seen/ 
The* one be false, said kindness, ^ That ne'er shall^ 
^ Make us neglect the rest, and lose them all, 

*" Who have behav'd so wdl, and South'ron slain, 
^ Rescue them now, and thereby honour gain ; 
*■ Then on the rogue occasioned all the strife, 

* Avenge thyself, if he be ^found in life/ * 
AVill said, ^ This day they shall not helped be, 

* What I have said shall still be said for me/ 
With that the tears, unto their great surprise, 
33urst out and trickled down from both his eyes, 
Sii*^ John the Graham^.and many others mGfl-e> 
For the brave Stewart weep'd wondrous sore ; 
To see hin^ with such numbers- overpower'd. 
While cowardly the Gumming fted and scour'dl 
The men of Bute, before their lord they stood,*^ 
Defending him in >streams of their own blood ; 
Till at the last, so faint and weary grown. 
They by t)be Bruce are all quite overthrown. 
And brave Lord Stewart, scorning for to yield, : 
With his. good men, lay dead upon the field. 
Then Wallace turned about to his men true, 

* My lords/ said he^ * What*s proper now to do? 

* If we turn east for strength in Lothian land, 

' They'll us pursue with all their nunt'rous band. 

^ Take we the muir. King Edward is before, 

' We have but one thing for't, ^ithout words more : 

' To the Torwood, in order all <x)mplete, 

' Through Bbucc's host we'll fight a brave retreat/ ^ 

To which they all did cheerfully consent. 

And as one man were all alike content. 

Good Wallace then-ipniouflting his^ horse on sight, 

March'd at the head in shining armour bright. 

With hamess'd horse> when to the host he drew. 

The cry arose, and spears in pieces flew. 

So fiercely fought the Scots, that by and by, 

JEigl^t thousand. South'ron on the fielci did lie. ^ 
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£re Bruce and Beik their men got in axfay, 
Wallace pa«8'd throu^^ and cleanly cut his way;. 
Then gave cemmand to march his host on sights 
To the Torwood with all the speed they might 
He and Sir John the Graham^ and Lauder then. 
Staid with three hundred stout west Gountrj nieD^ 
Expert in war, would hazard any thing. 
Who do attack some of the en'mies wing. 
No spears they had, but swords of temper'd steel, 
As to their smart the English men did feel : 
For ere the Bruce thereof could knowledge have^ 
Wallace had sent three hundred to t^eir grave. 
With thirty thousand men Bruce did pursue ' 
His native Scots, the South'ron to jresciie. 
And order'd Beik for a relief to be ; 
Which when good Wallace did^observe and see : 
' Alas !' he sa^, * how Bruce with aU hi& might 
'Does ruin and destroy hn own true right.' 
Wallace commands his men to their own ho9t>.. 
And staid behind lor all the Bruce*8 boast.' 
Yea> on tLeir front so fiercely in he broke,. 
A South'ron there he sfew at ev'ry strc^e ;. 
But, when retiring, wo is me therefore. 
Under the haunch the Bruce did wound^'him sore* 
At which liie Gral>am and Lauder so enrag'd. 
Did cut down all with whonj they once engag'd. . 
For they alone bravely maintained their ground. 
While Wallace was a dressing of his woirad. 
Who with three hundred very quickly came- 
To rescue Lauder and the noble Graliam. 
Then with fresh force does Bishop Beik appear^ 
Who makes the Scots seven acres broad retire. 
Yet were they two delivered there full weU, 
By Wallace* hand, and a good sword of steel. 
At this successful, brisk, and bold rescue, , 
The awful Bruce three galknt Scots men slew z 
Then with great fury, with a spear or lance. 
At Wallace struck, but miss'd him by good chance; 
To whom a backward stroke good Wallace gave. 
Which his horse neck and spear asunder clave ; 
Bruce was at ground ere Wallace look'd about^. 
But was reborb'd by valiant men and «tout : 
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allace all alone leiBt in the etour ; 

Gmbam peroeiving^ spite of all their power^ 

advanced, and struck an English knight^ 
the Bruce^ upon die baisnet right, 
msly th«t^ with a single blow^ 
him down« and then away did go. 
I my heart does grieve and bleed to tell, 
Pter this the noble Graham befel ; 
le English knight, there suddenly 
n 'twizt his harness did espy, 
h which, alas ! who can forbear to tear ? 
d« bowek thrust his bloody spear: 
t the Graham, for all his mortal wound, 

kill'd the knight, and rui^'d kim to the ground, 
hristianly, in temper calm and sweet. 
Almighty did resign his sp'rit 
VaUaoe sow the gallant Graham was gone^ 
d it rack him to the very hone, 
e domented, and from reason rent, 
the Sottth'ron host with fury went, 
1 at the loss of Graham that day, 
down all: that came into liis way. 
(nice perceived Wallace in such rage, 
T'd spearmen yrith him to engage, 
his horse that he might not escape, 
lought him all a devil in man's ^ape. 
A die South'ron spears m ev^ry side 
lis good horse with cruel wounds and wide 
sad pickleu Wallace, by and by, 
t it convenient fur him now to fly, 
up his horse, lamenting still for Graham, 

I his folks at Carron water came. 

was in, they stopped diere and stood, 
16 cry'd, and bade them take the flood, 
ngly the host they all obey, 
>ws on in all the haste he may ; 
id was with a heavy coat of mail, 
nade him fear his wounded horse would fail ; 
nigh the flood he bore him to the land, 

II down dea4 (poor beast) upon the sand^ * 
rly aoatk remounted Wallaoe wight, 
horse, both able, sound, axid tight 
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Jlode to his host ; but, oh I Graham was away. 
And fifteen more brave Scots on Magd'lane day. 
Yet thirty thousand of the South'ron crew. 
Most certainly that day the Scots men slew. 
What by the Stewart stout, and Wallace wight. 
To Edward sure a most confounding sight. 
To the Tor-wood Wallace commands his host, 
Kierly and he march along Carron coast. 
A party on the other side they spy, 
Bruce marching first, who does on Wallace cry, 

* What art thou there ?' * a man,' Wallace did say ; 

* Yes,* said the Bruce, ' that hast thou prov'<i this day 

* Abide,' he said, ' thou need'st not now to flee.' 
Wallace reply'd, ' Its not for fear of thee/ 

' To talk with thee,' the Bruce said, ' I desire.' 
' Say on,' said he, ' thou may'st fwr little hire ; 
' Ride from thine host, let them abide with Beik, 
' I fain would hear what thou inclines to ^leak.' 

* What is the cause,' said Bruce, ' thou wilt not cea^ 
^ From bloody wars, who mayest live in peace ?* 

* Its thy own fault,' said Wallace, ' be it known, 
' Who shamefully doth fight against thy own. 

' I claim no right t6 rule but to defend 

^ My native land from Edward and his men. 

' * This day thou's lost two noble knights and bold> 
' Worth more than millions of the finest gold. 
' The Stewart stout, the gallant Graham and wise/ 
With that the tears came trickling from his eyes ; 
Thou that should be our true and righteous king> 
Destroys thy own — a cruel horrid thing ; 
But 'gainst the Soutli'ron I must tell you. Sir, 

-Gome life, come death, I'll fight with all my bir : 
' But wilt thou do as I shall counsel give,' 
Said Bruce, ^ and as a lord thou mayest live 
' At thy own will, and enjdy ev'ry thing 
' In peace, if thou wilt hold of Edward king ?' 
' No, no,' said Wallace, ' with disdain and scorn, 

* I'd. rather choose be hang'd up on the mom ; 

' The great God knows the wars I took in hand> 

* Was to keep free what thou does now 'g»Hstand ; 

* In cursed time thou was for Scotland bom> 
^ O ruJinagadO; faithless, and mansworn. 
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I VOW to God, -fnay I thy master be^ 
X n any field thou shalt far rather die. 
Than Turk or Pagan ; this I ghall keep good. 
Thou grand devoueerof thy native blood/ 
►mice smil'd, and said, with power you're overset, 
""ou'U ne*er-the upper hand of Edward get. 
V^allace reply'd, * This day we'er stronger far, 
^nd lam sure much more expert in war. 
Than whenr at Biggar, where he run for fear, 
j\nd lefl his host, so doubtless shall he here. 
Shall I leave Scotland now in such a plight! 
. No, faith, not I, till iTedress its right.' 
^ell, said the Bruce, it now draws towards night; 
A^ill you meet me the morrow when it's light, 
\t bunipace, and I do promise fair, 
3y nine o'clock to hesff thy counsel th^re? 
SFo ; Wallace said, tho* Edward had it swohi, 
[*11 have a bout >;^ith him ere nine the mom ; 
But if thou'lt meet me at the hour of three, , 
By all that's good I doubtless shall thee see : 
Bruce promis'd -with twelve^ Scots men to be there^ 
Wallace with ten, which both kept to a hair. 
Thus did they part, and Bruce rode on his way. 
Near to Linlithgow where King Edward lay. 
Into the lung's pavilion then does get, 
WTiere with the lords he was at supper set. 
Bruce sitting down in his own vacant seat, 
Call'& for no water, but went straight to me^t. 
Tho' all his weapons and his other weed 
Were stain'd with blood, yet he began to feed'; 
The South'ron lords d\d mock him in terms rude. 
And said, behold yon Scot eats his own blood ! 
The king he blush'd at this so home a jest. 
And caus'd bring water to the Bruce in haste. 
They bade him wash, he told them he would not. 
The blood is mine, which vexes most my thought. 
Then did he sadly to his mind recal. 
And did believe what Wallace told him all. 
With rueful thoughts, the Bruce most sadly tost, 
I leave, and follow Wallace to his host. 
At the Tor- wood, where speedily he goes, . 
^Sleeped a little, and thereafter rose. 



■* ■*^ 
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His bo^t, consisting of ten thousand men,-. '^ 
Drew quickly up in noble <N:der then; 
The Earl Malcolm, Ramsay^ Lundie wight. 
Command five thousand gallant men and tight ^ 
Wallace himself, Lauder, and Seaton, have 
Led on five thousand valiant men and bfave. 
With them ^ood Wi^ee WAs-of Richardtown, 
Who never spar'd, but hen^'d the South'ron domv 
All were anray'd in armour bright and clean, 
March'd to thie field where the great fi^t had beeiV 
There narrowly they searched all the same. 
And found the corpse of good l^r John the Grahanir 
Whom when good Wallace saw lie lighted down. 
And did embrace that knight uf hi^ r»K>wn. 
With sorrow great, beholcmig his jMile &oe. 
He kiss'd his mouth, and often cry'd, ^ alas 1 
' My dearest brother thaft I ever had, 

* My only friend, when I was hard bested. 

* My hope, my healthy O man of honour great, 

* My faithful aid, imd strength in every strait. 
' Thy matchless wisdom cannot here be told, 

' Thy noble manhood, truth, and courage bold# 
' Wisely thou knew to rule and to govern, 
' Yea, virtue was thy chief and great concern. 
^ A bounteous hand, a heait as true as steel, 
^ A steady mind, most omrteous and genteel. 
' When I this kingdom did at first rescue, 
' Great honour then I'm sure to thee wa» dusw 

* Wherefore I vow to the great God, an^ «ii?ear, 

* Thy d^th shall be to South'ron bought full deaR 
^ Martyr thou art for Scotland's right this day, 

^ Which ril avenge with all the m^t I mxy.' 

With that he sigh'd, and hugg'd him o'er again, , . 

Was no man thwe from weeping could re&ain.' 

Then in Falkirk prepares his sepulchre. 

And does his noble corpse in pomp inter. 

On his tomb^stone the following epitaph 

They wrote, which put the South'ron in a <kis& 

Mente martHqutpoUnjj et ffaUafdus Achates ^ 
Conditur hie Gramius^i^lhi inter/Hit ab Avgiis, 
Of mind and coHr^e wont 
Wailace's true Achates ; 
Here lies Sir JoKn the Graham, 
FellM by the English batie^ 
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Unto the Bruce, Wallace he for^rwith rade, 

To the appointment was betwixt them ma^. 

ht sight of wfiom Ya» ieyce ftush'd in a flame^ 

When he thought on the loss of gidlant Graham. 

^ Does thou notTue/ said he, ' in angry mood, 

' Thy fighting 'gainst thy native flesh and blood ? 

^ Oh ! said the Bruce, rebuke ilie now no more, 

' My foolish deeds do check and bite me sore.' 

Wallace suqiris^d was piit to a stance. 

Fell on his knees and chang'd his countenimce. 

At which the Bruce embra^d him in his arms. 

And thus the two came In good speaking term^. 

' Pray Sir^' said Wallasee, * leave that South'ron l^ng ; 

* The Bruce said, that were an ignoble thing ; 
' I am so bound laithfid to be and leil, 

' For England Til not Msify ray seal. 

' But here I promise unto God and thee, 

' Hereafter Scots shall ne'er be harm'd by me. 

* And if you victor be, as grant you may, 

* I will not fight to save my life this day : 
^ But with Kkig Edward I'll return again, 
' Unless that I be taken or be slain ; 

^ And when my term^rith him is fairly out, 
■ May t escape, FU come to thee no dodbt' 
rhus Bruce took leave, and did to Edward post, 
\nd Wallace scyon returned to his l»)st. 
Crawford he made the Earl Malcolm's guide, 
Vo Inneravm the low way to ride, 
Dhat South'ron watches might not them espy, 
Che other host himself led hastily, 
5y the South Manwell, where they were not seen 
Df the outwatches, there had planted been. 
Vhe Earl Malcolm enters Linlithgow now, v 
Wbere a hot dispute quickly did ensue, 
i^allace and his made Kttle noise 6r cry, 
3ut on King Edward's host fell suddenly. 
\nd did their weapons gallafntly empk^, 
f o his great terror but the Scots mens- joy. 
t*ents and pavilions were cast to t'he ground, 
STumb^rs of South'ron cut in pieces dbwn. 
Edward he ca(llfi on Bruce to round him dien, 
W^ith twenty llrousand of well hamess'd men. 

I 
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But the surprise put them in such aghast/ 
That they were flying from all quarters fast 
Wallace his way tiirough them did cut so ciean^ 
As if he had more than a mortal been. 
Edward himself most bravely did behave^ 
Which to his men both life and vigour gave. 
Yet nothing could tlie Scotish courage tame. 
When they thought on the loss of g^ladt Graham. 
They fought likie furies in that dreadful throng. 
And 'mongst the South'ron rais'd a doleful song : 
The English commons fled on ev'ry side. 
But the best sort did with the king abide. 
'Mongst whom was Bruce, who did behold the dance. 
And looked on with feigned countenance. 
Lord Hartford then did make him for die flight. 
Unto his king a mortifying sight ; 
Who all this time to flee a foot disdakis. 
Until the Scots most seiz'd his bridle-reins. 
. His banner man close by him slew ; 
Next to the ground the banner quickly flew ; 
At which the Scots were not a little glad. 
And then the king and all his army fled. 
Ten thousand dead were in the town and field> 
Before King Edward once his<ground would yield. 
Yet twenty thousand fled of South'ron men, 
Tho' at the first brave Wallace had but ten. 
The Scots in haste the victory pursue. 
All brave bold men, stout like the steel and true ; 
But Wallace wisely caus'd them close abide. 
In a full body and good order ride. 
Lest South'ron might at some convenient place. 
If they dispersed, rally and turn the chase. 
In good array thus rode they at his will. 
And all they overtook did quickly kill. 
They came so close upon the South'ron rear. 
None from the army durst come off for fear. 
Ten thousand stragglers join'd the South'ron host. 
Thus thirty thousand fled to England post. 
Tho' the Scots horse were almost spent, yet they 
Caus'd Edward cliange his horses oft that day"; 
And tlien the. Scots so close upon them drew. 
Three thousand of the outmost men they slew;. 
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In Crawford moor Daany a man "was slain ; 

Then Edward calls the Bruce to him again : ^ 

To charge the Scots with all his power and mighty 

!For wMch he should be put in his own right. 

Then said the Bmoe^ * Sir, loose me of my band^ 

• And I shall turn, I give you here my hand.' 

When from the Bruce this answer he did get. 

He knew his heart on Scotland then was set. 

IFrom that time forth Edward, most subtilly. 

Over the Bruce did cast>a watchful eye. 

Bruce tum'd not, nor further language mad^. 

But with King Edward unto Solway rade; . 

Who when he came upon the English coast. 

Found that he fifty thousand n^en had lost. 

Wallace returns to Edinburgh, without more> 

Makes Crawford captain as he was before* 

The like he did unto his judges all. 

Each in his former office did instalL 

Thus he to Scotland peace and great content 

Procured, and then straight to St. Johnstoun went 

Where all the Scotish lords assembled were. 

To whom he all his progress did declare. 

By this time Scrimzior had reduc'd Dundee, 

Then on a gallows Morton hang'd was high. 

N'ext was the castle all in rubbish laid, 

A.nd Scots no more of South'ron were afraid. 

I^he noble lords Wallace did then address, ^ 

\nd with good air himself did thus express. 

^ My lords,' said he, ' since over all your force. 

You made me gen'ral, both of foot and horse ; 
' I hope your lordships plainly all do see. 

Once more I'veaet tliis ancient kingdom free ; 

And yet for all my service, secretly. 

Some do reproach me, what a pox. care I. 

With what's ignoble, I dare boldly say. 

There's none can charge me standing here this day. 

To stay at home no k)nger I incline. 

My office therefore freely I resign. 

No gift I ask as my reward or fee, 

I've honour purchased, that's enough for me. 
' m back to France, where I had land and^praise. 

And spend the rest of my remaining days/ 

2 
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The lords did ^1 oppose it» but^ in fiae. 

Was no man th«« could make bim dwoge Im wtiA, 

Most heartily he bade them all faixeweU, 

Then mardi'd with eighteett men as stout as steeL 

The baron's ^oiis of Breobw Mrith hi|st meat. 

And Longoville, on honour alw«j» tienl ; 

Simon and Richard^ Wallace's nephews bmve> 

Went both along for honour or a grave ; 

Sir Thomas Gray the priest with him ^d Hure^ « 

Good Edward, little Jop, and Mr* Blair ; 

And Kierly, who had long wi& W^ace been 

Thro' all die wars* and bloody bouta had oeen* 

With those braye men he shipped at Dundee, 

Then hoisted sail^ and &iKrly set to«ea. 
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Hotv Wdllaoe met with John Lynn at Sea$ 

A LONG the EngUdu eoast th^y steered souths 
Till opposite they caxne to Hunib«r mouth. 
Then in the s^a a ship did soon desery. 
And on the top three leopards sUadlng high. 
Which, when the merchanta nanowly did riew, 
Discourag'd were, and did their voyage rue ; 
Knowing full well that it wa&.Joha of Ijpm, 
Scots blood to shed, who never thoi^ht it sin. 
Good Wallace smil'd, and said, ' Be not dismay 'd, 

* Of one poor single shq>. ii^ity thus, afraid ; 

* Those wood*cat8 lied us, asid' wjire frighted 8Qce> 
^ When twioe so teany> oftentimes, befoee 

' On a fair field, so shall tiiey be at sea, 

' If South'ron they, and we true Scota msn^be^' 

' That he's a piratie,* said the steersmen, ' fcnow> 

' And saves no Seotaman, be he high or low. 

' A flood he bears on his armorial coat, 

' First kills, then drowns, what mkdbiefdoes.Jiie Jiot^^ 

Wallace reply 'd, ' Since that the case is so, 

' I'll sail the ship, you cowards get below/ 

Then his brave hardy valiant men and he. 

Array 'd themselves in harness cap-a-^pee. 

Himself and Blair, and the knight Longoville^ 

Command the midship and defend it mi^ 



SIU WILLIAM 'WALLACE. 197 

before were eighty six he be aft did seiid^ 
^d two he caus'd unjto the top ascaid* 
irray steersmen was, which^ when the merchant& saw, > 
rhejr courage took, altho' but soldiers rkw. 
5dme skins with wool they hastily did stuff, 
rhis was their harness, 'stead of steel and bufi*. 
\t which good Wallace very gently smiles. 
But does commend their artificial wiles. / 
Fhen John of Lynn, with seven score in his baarge> 
Gomes up and calls to strike a hasty charge. 
A.t which three arrows, Blair with a good will 
Shot, and a pirate at each shot did kill. . y 
The bloody rogues^ and cruer hellish hounds, 
Before they clasp'd misohieved the Scots with gims» 
But when they clasped, this I wot right weel, 
The Scotish spears did pierce their finest steel. 
The pirate's shot' drove thick as a hail show'r, , 
Most furiously the space near of an hour. 
When shot was goiie the Scots do courage take,. 
And with stout handy-blows great havoc make. 
The merchants in their woollen harness then 1 
Behav'd themselves also like gallant men. 
Wallace and his, with sharp swords, furiously 
Cut down the rogues^ and made, them quickly did. 
Then John of Lynn was very much aghast. 
To see his men about him fdl so fast. 
With eager will he would have been away, 
fiade tack the ship with all the haste they may ; 
But alHn vain, for now he plainly sees 
His sails by Crawford set into a bkeze. 
Bum'd down in ashes, without all remead> 
And sixty of his best men lying dead. 
Boarding the pirate, Wallace in the sea ^ 
Did throw a rogue, then killed other three. 
Brave LongoviUe the knight, and Mr* Blair, 
No quarter gave to any they found there, , 

Off John of Lynn, Wallace the wight and brave. 
The head and hehnet from his body drave. 
.And then his men did cut down all the rest. 
That did so long the seas before infest. 
Then to the Sluys straightway did Wallace sail 
With a successful and a prosperous gale. 

3 
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Took all the gold and silver that he fand. 

The merchants got the ship^ then he to land. 

Through Flanders rode^ soon passed o'er the sam^ 

Then enter *d France and unto Paris came ; 

Tidings of which came to the king in haste^ 

To whom good Wallace was a welcome guestl 

Unto the parliament the king did then 

For a good lordship Wallace recommend. 

And 'c^use that Guyen was out of their hand; 

They thought it best to gift him all that land; 

For well they knew he bravely fought befbre. 

And did the South'ron mortally abhor. 

This decreet soon they show'd unto the king, 

Who.highly was displeased at the thing. - 

But Wallace said, * No land pleas'd him so weel, 

' And that the South*ron they should quickly feel.' 

Immediately the king he made him knight. 

And gave him gold for to maintain his right.. 

And order'd all the army of that land 

For to obey what Wallace did command. 

' I thank you. Sir,* said he, ' for this reward, 

' Yon South'ron, faith, shall be no longer spar'd. 

' And now my time I will no longer waste, 

^ But to tlie wars I will prepare in haste.* 

The Scots men all that were into that land. 

About him flock'd, and came with heart and hand; 

With Longovilje a num'rous force arose. 

And to tiie; wars all with good Wallace goes. 

Ten thousand men in number then were they> 

Who did the Scotish banner soon display. 

To Guyen march'd all those good men and true>. 

Cast castles down, and many South'ron slewv 

They carry 'd all befbre them, in. * word. 

None could or durst resist their fire and sword-; 

Shemon, which Wallace took before, they win. 

And kill the South'ron all were found therein : 

Into that town Wallace made his abode> 

And did subdue ail that whole country broad. 

The Duke of Orleans, with twelve thousand bright,.. 

Came to assist him, and defend his righti 

Thus in tliis town I leave him fairly fix'd. 

And must speak something now of Scotl^d neicL,. 
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CHAP. III. 

IIow Edward King of England came into Scotland^ and ' 

made whole conquest Ifiereof, 

\^ ALLANCE the knight to Scotland did repair 

"Xhe false Monteith^ Sir John^ did meet him. there.. 

^ir John the Lennox greatly did desire. 

To whom Sir Aymer prorais'd it in hire. 

To hold in fee, and other lands moe. 

Of Edward, if to London he would go. 

This they accord, and to London went, 

AVhich pleas'd King Edward to his heart's content. 

^Monteith on sight was bound to that fierce king^ 
In Scotland to assist him in each thing. 
Then both returned, no longer there did wait. 
Pox on their nasty snoots for villains great. 
For the Monteith told Edward ev'ry thing. 
And that the Scots designed Bruce for king. 
Within the space, I think, of forty days. 
King Edward did a swinging ai*my raise. 
To Scotland march*d, and no resistance fand. 
For none that time could such a force withstand* 
All the Scots forts and castles, in a word, , 
He got without a single stroke of sword. 
So fierce, so cruel, was this king, and bold. 
The ijoble lords that would not of him hold. 
To English prisons he did quickly send. 
Where good Sir William Douglas made his end. 
The Earl Thomas, Lord of MuiTay then. 
And the Lord Fraser, two brave noblemen ; 
With Hugh the Hay, and many nobles moe. 
With villain Vallance did for England go. 
Seaton and Lauder in the Bass did dwell. 
And Lundie who could act his part full well. 
The Earl Malcolm, and the Campbell brave, 
Bute as their place of refuge taken have ; 
Ramsay and Ruthven both fled to the north. 
Unto tiieir cousin the Lord of Fillorth. 
He past with them through Murray land outright, . 
And there they found a gen'rous worthy knight,. 
Clement to name, who ever still had been 
Against the South'ron, valiant, stout,- and keen. 

4 
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He led those Lords to Ross with greatest care. 
And at Stockford a strength he builded there. 
Good Adam Wallace^ Craigy, Boyd^ those three. 
Fled all to Arran one night by the sea. 
Into Dunbar Corspatrick dwelt at will^ 
But paid his fewty to King Edward still. 
Lord Abemethy, Soules, Mid Gumming ale. 
And John of Lorn that long time had been false^. 
The Lord of Brechin, many others moe. 
To Edward's peace for gifts did fi'ankly go. 
Then do the lords and others send express 
From Bute to Wallace with a long address : 

* Our hope, our health, our governor mos|: great, 

* Our chieftain true, and help in ev'ry strait . 

* Our lord and love, thy obedience does us grieve, 

* For God's sake come and once more us relieve ; 
' And take the crown, for we protest and swear, 

' We'll not consent that Edward shall it wear.' 

This writ he got, which vex'd himin his mind, 

Though then an. answer he did not incliue.- 

By this King Edward into Lord York's hand. 

From Tay to Dee had lodg'd the sole command. 

For father's sake, and good sire's this was giv'n,^ 

Who both were kill'd by Wallace at Kipcleven. 

Lord Beaumont to command the north was sent. 

And then from Perth Edward to Stirling went 

The Lord of Clifford, who had Douglasdale, 

Was tider made of the south marches hail. 

All Galloway the Cumming got in hand. 

For such a rogue too great and good a land^ 

The bisKop of St Andrews, Lamberton, 

At this time kept the Douglas of renown; 

To whom the bishop great affection bore. 

But durst not show it wlien South'ron were before.. 

Yet made he Douglas on a day to go 

With him to Stirling, caus'd he lov'd him so. 

Where from King Edward, though it prov'd in vaiBj 

He begg'd the Doughus land to him again. 

Who, when he knew him Douglas' soa to be. 

Swore by St. George no land he's get from, me ; 

His father fought against my crown alway. 

For which he m my prison lies thi3 day. 
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hiTo otber answer there the bishop got, 

Because the Deuglas was so true a Scot. 

Re gave the Merse to Soules that ]immer lown, 

And made him captain too of Berwick town ; 

"When Stirling castle Oliphant resigned. 

He thought that writ would surely £dward bind. 

]But^ Oh i such horrid treatment and absurd^ 

He violate M» faith and broke his word : 

*S6nt him to England to a pnson strongs 

In misery where he continued long. 

"When Edward had divided Scotland broad> 

Away in tariumph the usurper rode. 

With him was Cummii^, that sweet dainty dear^ 
Who whisper'd softly in the Brace's ear. 
If you'll keep counsel. 111 unto you show. 
What you periiapa before did nev^r know. 
Say on, said Bruce, what you reveal to me. 
I promise, for my part, conceaVd shall be. 
Then said Lord Gumming, Sir^ this is the thing, 
G'er this realm ^you should be righteous king. 
Ifs true, said Bruce, but though L righteous be. 
This i^ not now a proper time for me. 
At present I'm in Edward's hands, and loath 
To break with him and violate «iy oath. 
Yet though he promis'd back this land to me. 
Pray, do not you and all the nations see, • 
How he divides and deals my heritage. 
To South'ron some, and some f(»r traitor's wage. - 
My lordships. Gumming said. 111 lay you down^ 
If you'il resign your tide to the crown. 
Or I shall help ywi with my pow^r and might ; 
But Bntce rej^y'd I will not sell my right. 
But tell%ie what's^^ the IcHHlship thou dost crave. 
Which, for thy help, I promise thou shalt have. 
Pray leave yon king, said Gumming, craftily. 
For Edward hath all Galloway given to me. 
And Soules, my nephew, Berwick does command. 
We botn siiall ^dUow you with heart and hand. 
My other nepbew> a great man of might. 
The Lord of Lorn, wiH help you to your rights 
My nephew third, baron of Brechin bold. 
Shall rise witbus;, thus { my tale have tcddt 
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Then said the Bruce, it were a lucky chance^ 

Could we get Wallace back again from France ; 

This kingdom he redeem might yet once morei 

We're too long strangers, which I rue fldl sor^. 

This with the Cumming did not well go down. 

For he himself an eye had to the crown ; 

Yet that san^e night they did complete the band/ 

And seal'd the same most fairly with their hand. 

This paper Bruce left -with the Cummmg there,- 

Then with. King Edward did to England fare. 

And did remain until it was made known, 

Three years and more before he claim'd his own. 

Some tl^ink that Cumming did disclose the thing. 

Because his wife was cousin to the king. 

But. had the Bruce gone to St. Johnstoun town. 

By whole assejit he had received the crown: 

And then he might have execute the law 

'Gainst Cummpg,.and keep'd all such rogues in awe.- 



BpOK XII. 
CHAP. I. 

Haw Wallace conquered the land ofGu^en a^d was mgd 

Lord thereof, . 

J N Guy en Wallace carry 'd on the war. 

And had the better of the English far. 

In five set b«:^tles did them sadefeat. 

To Bourdeaux they all made their retreat.- 

Wallace pursues, and did invest the^ town 

Full twenty days,. broke farts and bulwarks dowBi- 

But victi^ils falling short, it did oblige . 

Him and his army-to give o'er the siege. 

Then draws his sword, whereby he soon alarms v 

The ambush, which appear in glittering arms. . 

By which surprising unexpected^ sight; 

Wallace perceiv'd the treachery of the knight .^ 

By this time came, from Scotland anexpress. 

With a n)08t humble, but a neat address. 

Unto the king, beseeching hifti to send • 

^iropd Wallace boix^e^ his country to defend;^ 
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From rage and fury of the South'ron foe. 
Which did the kingdom then all overflow : 
And that he Would advise him soon withal. 
To take the crown and ease them of their thrall. 
Which they did suffer from a king unjust. 
Or else in short the nation perish must. 
This was the very substance of the* thing. 
Which the address contained unto the king. 
But yet the king concealed all was writ, 
Lov^d not to part so soon with Wallace yet* 
Who liv'd as great at Shemon as a prince. 
And none more happy liv'd there ever since. 

About this time a certain proud French knight. 
Did boldly claim an heritable right. 
Unto some office, and to sundry lands 
Of Guy en, which was then in Wallace' hands, .^ 

Whether the answer which the monsieur got, =^ 

Pleas'd or di^pleas'd his worship, I know not. 
He an a|^ointment does with Wallkce make. 
Pretending service under him to take : 
But that was not what the great rogue designed. 
For something else was in his bloody mind. 
With fifteen each at the appointed place 
Meet, and salute with a becoming grace. 
But the false knight his treach'ry soon display'd. 
Had forty armed men in ambush laid. 
Who all so^soon as he with Wallace met, ^ 
Had orders to enclose him in. their net. 
In angry mood then spoke the Gallic knight, 
' Thou dost possess my lands by no good right.* 
In modest terms replied Wallace brave, 

* I have no lands but what the king me gave, 
' And which I wan in peril of jny life, 

* From South'ron foes in a most bloody strife.' 

Then said the knight,,' Thou shalt them hfere resign, , 
' Or lose thy life, by all that is divine.' 

* Are these the thanks/ said he, * I from your hand ^ 
' Get, for restoring of your native land. 

* Altho' I armour want, as do my men, 

* Tho' but sixteen 'gainst fifty-six, what then ? ^ 

* Here is a sword made' of the truest steel, 

* Which thy deserving neck shall shortly fed.-' ' ^ 
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Then with one ringle stroke cut down the kn^ive. 

And bade him purchase for hunself a grave. 

At which the fifty-five -fierce Gallics then, 

Environ'd /Wallace ahd his fifteen men ; 

Who like brave Scots^ with noble hearts and true. 

Fought and a great deal of the French men slew, 

'Mong whom was tha knight's brother, stQut and Strong 

Wlio fought it like a fury very long. 

And dealt his blows about him very fasti 

But was all cut in pieces down at last. 

Close by nine French men were a mowing hay^ 

Who do advance with all the speed they may. 

Each a sharp scythe into his rustic hand. 

As if, forsooth, none might their force withstand. 

Nor was there any that could do it then. 

Save only Wallace, that brave prince bf men ; 

Who as soon as he could the rogues descry. 

Did leave his men, and then immediately 

Most nobly did towards the clowns advance, 

Mock'd such machines, and all the scythes in France. 

The first he met, ill may the carle thrive. 

At Wallace with his weapon ifnade a^lrive, ' 

Had it but hit him, as it miss'd, I vow. 

No doubt it would have cut his body tliro' : 

But Wallace being hearty, brisk, and blyth. 

Most cleverly he overleaped the scythe. 

Then with his sword gave such a backward blow. 

As kill'd the fellow, a brave rary-show, 

As in that country e'er before was seen. 

To see his head hap^ happing on the green ; 

The next clown's scythe be also jumped o'er. 

And clove his shoulder half a yard and more. 

Unto the third most -nimbly play'd the sam^^ 

Then at the fellow such a stroke did frame. 

As gave him a prodigiotis mortal woi^ndj 

Till he gasp'd out hiisf last upon the ground. 

The fovi^ be clove him cleanly through the coast^ 

Let him take that for all his brag and boast. 

The first three scythes did Wallace overleap. 

And by ^pod providence did thus escape ; 

Four men he kill'd, one still at eVry stroke^ 

Upon my ward it was a pretty joke. 
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He that was last was the first man that fled^ 

Else he had got the cold ground for his bed. 

Good Wallace then the fifth does close pur§ue^ 

Overtakes him quickly, and the fellow slew. 

Then nsarcbed back to his own m^en agajui;» 

Who forty-nine had of the French men sIoibl 

Seven did escape^ iind fled with all their m^t^. 

A marveUtttt9« bi^ true md hlpody %ht 

Four oftthe xoQW^a did no more incHne 

To stay^ but scourM^ and left their scythe behind^ . 

Or else of them ther.e had been ,new« belyvcj^ 

Such as p^haps befel the other five. ^ 

Thus was the knight and's men caught in the ne^ . 

Which basely they had for brave Wallace set* 

Tex most of all were kilVct the rest they fled. 

At which the king he was exceeding glad ; 

Tor Wallace sent, and pray'd him earnestly, . 

That he might one of w own household be ; 

Where he might live at pe^ce and rest secur^z 

Under the covert of his royal bow'r. 

Tor well he knew that some envlouA wer^. 

At favours which the king bestow'd him ^^re* 

No wonder, for he rescu'd in few daysj. 

All Guyen land, to his immortal praise. 

In spite of all the South'ron's force and pow'r. 

Syne made them scamper off themselves and scour. 

And when he fairly did it thus reduce. 

Did chase the South'ron all unto Bourdeaux« . 

Then to the king in pomp he went at last^ 

And gave accoimt of all the actions past 

Who did rejoice that Guyen land was wcm. 

And thanked Wallace for his service done. 

Then full two years remained at the French cwrtig 

And was diverted with all princely sport 

King, lords and ladies, much of him did nudse, 

Both for his own and ancient Sco^and'ip. sake* 

'Cause Hwixt the kingdoms t}iere bad been ^ long 

A kind alliancc> and 9, xexy strange 
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CHAP. II. 

How Wallace killed the tno French Champions, 

fViTH the French king did dwell two champions great, 
Who mortally did the Scots herd hate. 
Expressed themselves in most satiric joke. 
And with disdain 'gainst Scotland always spoke; 
Which fired our brave champion very soon. 
With him such language would not well go down. 
This verifies the proverb we may see. 
Two of a trade in one place ne'er agree. 
Save in the; case of these French champions, who 
Linked in others arms did always go. 
' At length it so fell out, and chanc'd, diat they 
Were all three left upon a certain day^ 
Themselves- alone discoiirsing in a hall. 
Where they no weapons us'd to wear at all^ 
There did -the champions talk of -Scotland long. 
With great contempt, which Wallace said was wrong ; 
' Since both our nations live in friendship great, 

* And firm alliance, what means all this hate ? 

* Did we not help you lately in your need ? 

' We do deserve good words for oijr good deedr 

* What would you say of the proud South'ron foe, 

* When of your friends you talk at random so }* 
With slighting words, in t^eir own language, they 
Disdainfully replied, and did say : 

* The South'ron are our foes we grant and own, 

' But Scots for falsehood ev'ry -where are known.* 

At "^yhich good Wallace was enraged so. 

One of the champions got a fearful blow. 

That fbunder'd the proud" coxcomb where he stood. 

Made mouth and nose gush out in streams of bipod. 

The other struck at Wallace in great haste. 

Not doubtiiig but his friend was now deceast. 

Whom Wallace gripp'd so fast and wond'rous sore. 

His sp'rit departed, and he ne'er spake more. 

The first arose and smote at Wallace fast. 

But their death-strokes he gave them both at last. 

Upon a pillar he dash'd out their brains, 

Afid said^ / Let them take that for their pains j 
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*^ What devil ail'd the carles, they're to blame, 

' It would be long ere I had troubled thetn. 

' Unto themselves they only owe their pakes,! 

* If they have won, let them take up their stakes. 

' And let all others learn when they^ are young, 

' Strictly to bridle the unruly tongue/ ' 

Many great lords of the first raiik in France/ 

Were much displeas'd at this unlucky chance. 

But the good kiftg, who knew the story all. 

Did wave the thing, and kindly let it fall: ' 

And did exoner Wallace the same day. 

So after that^no man had ought to say. 

Nor • once durst give him but a saucy look. 

Or yet play boo unto his blanket nook. "^ 



CHAP. III. 

Hbrv Wallace killed tlie Lion, 

^Fnt king of France by no means does neglect^ 
To put on Wallace marks of great respect; 
For raaay battles had he fought and won> 
And for the^king ^eat fesits and service done ; - 
Had Guyen land from South'f on foes redeem'd. 
And was a mighty- conqueror esteem'd / 
Which gaird the courtiers, akhost put them mad^ 
That he was in such estimation had; 
And cause the had the two French champions kilTd; 
Were with envy, great spite, and malice fill'd, ; 
For plainly they discover'd now and saw. 
It was the king protected hirii from law. 
For which two squires hellishly do plot. 
How to destroy the ^rave hferoic Scot; 
Who near relations were, «s you must know, . 
Unto the late deceased champions two. 
Ayid in thii manner do' they undertake. 
The Wallace brave a sacrifi^ce to make. 
The king a cruel lio*i had, which scarce 
Could be govern'd, 'twas so- exceeding fierce ; 
Which the two squires knowing, by and by, 
C$une to the Idjag, and forg'd a cursed be« 
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' This Scoty' said they> ' His brag and boast doth main, 
' And plainly si^s that he will undertake 

* To fight your lion, if yoa'U freely give 
' Him your allowance, liberty, and leave* 
^ This he dewred us of you to ask, 

' We're sure he'll have a most difficult task*' 
To whidb, with great concem, repl/d thiSk kin^,. 
M'm sorry he deaireth such a ^hing;^ 
' Yet I will not deny, whate'er may ohanoej 
' The &vour that he'll ask me whik in Franee/ 
Gladly they went away to Wallace, where, 
Like rogues, they oeuntevleit the atcHy tlma 
/ Wallfice,' said they, ' the ki^g commands that yout 
' Shall fightvhis lion without more ado»^ 
Wallace replies, ' Whatever is his will, 
' Unto my pow'r most gladl$» I'll fulfiL' 
Then to the king did instanUy repair, 
A lord at court, when he saw Wallace there, . 
Most foolishly ask'd him, ' If he^ durst ^gf\t 
^ With the fierce lion ^' who replied on sight , 
^ Yes, truly^ if the king would ha»e it so, 

* Or with your0^,.I feair none of the two: 

' Let cowards ft^m ki«^'a eou^a be all debenr'd; 
'I may be worsted^ but ebaU ne^er be dai^d, - 
' So long's ws l^ostrili ai^ breath retains, 
'Or Scotish blood doea cir^ in>my veins ;^ 
' Like a tvue Sqq^ I'll ^ht^ and scoirntQ f)yv 
^ For why, I know that man ia been to dies.' 

Then by the ki#ig* in ^ort, it granted wa9. 
That Wallace m^lit unt^ the lion pa^s. 
Yet all this time knesw nothing of-^ V^-^ 
So deeply laid agau^st the noblio Scot. 
Nor in the matter further did inquire. 
Thinking it waa good Wallaee' own desire* 
Mean time of bim> 9q ^nder wa9 the ki»^ 
He order'd hamesa quiddy tiware tft brisg* 

* No,' Wallace said^ 'I leave that to tte fidd^ 

* Almighty God sbsU osnly be ray shield; 
' Since this is but a beast, and n«it a mac^ 

- With what I have^ m «gbt him a^ I ca©,; 

' And will ^neo^nter oingte as I g^, 

^ This strong, nqpaetous^, iss^^ 8»M9g« to^* 
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About one hand he did his mantle w?ap^ 
And in the other did his broad sword chtp; 
Then briskly without any further stay. 
Came to the iphxe where the fierce lion lay ; 
Who, ramping, rose against him where he i^oed,. 
I>readfully roar'd, expecting present blood. 
Then W^ace drew a stroke from neck to. heel. 
With his good sword made of the bumish'd steely . 
And gave the lion such, a dreadful blow^ 
Acs cut his body^ cleverly in two. 
Then to the king he call'd aloud in ire, 

* Pray, Sir,' said he, * Is this your whole desixep] 
' Thus to expose me to the rage and will 

' Of yotir fierce lion— have you more to kill ? 

'Cause bring tliem forth, sncti beasts since I.mudt qaeUj 

' I will obey so long's I with you dwell. 

' But now of France for ever I take leave, 

' Some greater action I may soon achieve. 

* At Shemon, Sir, 1 thought the other year, 

' You would have other business for me here^ 
'Than fight a cruel savage beast^ wherefore 
' To ancient Scotland I'll return once more/ 
. The king perceiving Wallace in a fire. 
Meekly reply'd, 'It was your own d^ire ; 
' Else by the faith of a most Chiristian king, . 
' I never would allow of such a thing ; 
' For men of honour ask'd it in your name, 
' So you or they are only for to blame.* 
Wallace reply *d, ' Iv vow to the, great God, 
' This seems to me a thing both strange and odd ; ' 
'By all that's good, no higher can be sworn, 
'I know no more on't than the child unborn ; 
' Of honour sure I have a better taste> 
' Than tobe proud to fight a savage bekst ; 
' This is a trick devis'd by some of those 
' Who ajre my secret and malicious foes.' 
The king, conceiving there was falsehood wrought, . 
Caus'd both the squires quickly to be brought : 
Who when tliey came the crime, could not deny,0 
But plainly d^d confess the treachery ; 
For which, and other most ungodly deeds. 
The king commanded to strike oS theije heads« ^ 
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Thu$ came the squires unto their fatal end^ 

As did the champions^ to all men be't kend. 

The champions firsts for their disdain and flout 

At Scotland, justly gpt their brains beat out. 

The squires next, for malice and envy. 

Did lose their heads, and most deservedly ; 

For our instructicMi then we may reflect. 

Nothing from justice villains can protect. 

Each rogue, although he should with nick combine} 

Shall be discovered either soon or syne. 

And may be certain of a rogue's reward. 

Virtue and honour who does not regard ; 

As in the sacred scriptures we may read, . 

But to my purpose farther I proceed. 

When Wallace saw the court envy'd him so. 

To Scotland then he purposed to go : 

To aid his country, and to take his chance> 

Despising all the wealth he had in France. 

Once more his native land for to relieve. 

Which South'ron foes did now afflict and grieve; 

And to its pristine freedom it restore. 

Or else he vow'd that he should die therefOTe^ 

The king perceiving Wallace that way bent> 

Gave him a letter that was lately sent 

From the Scots lords, which he read and perus'd. 

Then told the king he must hare him excus'd; 

For he in France no longer could remain. 

But must return to Scotland back again ; 

Since that his country was distressed so„ 

Being invaded by the South*ron foe. 

But to abridge my story, and be short, 

Wallace takes leave of king and all the court. 

At which the king did sorrowful appear. 

And to the chamber quickly did retire ; 

Jewels and gold he gave him in that hour. 

For to support his homfur and grandeur. 

But lords and ladies did lament and grieve. 

And weeped sore when Wallace took his leave. 

No ma^ihe took with him of note or might. 

To Scotland back, but Longoville the knight;. 

Who loved Wallace with so true a heart. 

Whatever befel would never from him part. 
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Towards the Sluce in goodly order past> ' 

-A vessel got, and made to sea at last ; ' 
£ight seamen had, as good a» were aliv^> 
An^ then at Tay did safely all arrive. 



CHAP. IV. 



Hew Wallace came again to Scotland, and tlie Battle of 

ElcJiock Park, 

Wallace, in silent watches of the night. 

Did land his men long time ere it was light ; 

And by good- luck, before the break of day. 

The ship sheer'd off, and safely got away. 

From Erne's mouth to Elchock quickly theo. 

He march'd with eighteen stout brave valiant men : 

Who, when he had approached pretty near 

To Crawford's house, his own relation dear. 

In the backside, a window there did find^ 

Thro* which he called for his cousin kind : 

Who when he knew that it was Wallace wight, . 

Did not delay, but came to him on sight ; 

Embraced and kiss'd, you may be very sure 

It was a blythsome, glad, and joyful hour. 

How to dispose of Wallace and his men. 

Was the next point to be considered then ; 

How to secure them till they got some rest. 

And were with meat, and drink, and sleep, refreshed. 

In a great mow of com he them did darn. 

Most cunningly within a spacious barn, 

On the north side a private hole was wrought j 

Thro' which they had all due provision brought. 

For bed and-board, nothing they lack'd at all. 

The time tliey lodg'd within that threshing-hall. 

In their com ca^le most securely dwelt. 

For several days, and no disturbance felt. 

Till meat fell short unto the honest core, 

Then to St. Johnstoun Crawford went fop more ; 

Where subtile SoUlh'ron foes, most cunningly^ 

Took notice what provision he did buy : 

And thought the quantity a great deal more. 

Than he was wont to buy in times before. 
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For which immedil^ly they him suspect. 

And honest Crawford's gripped by the neck :- 

Where^ brevi manUi without any shade 

Of law or justice^ he's in prison laid. 

' What guests hast thou/ said one, ^ and for who's sake* 

' Dost thou so mighty great provision mdce/ 

Crawford repl)r'd, ' Sir, I hav€ ne'er a guest,. 

' All this is only for a kirking feast/ 

But it was dreaded and alleg'd by some, 

ThaV Wallace he from France was lately come. 

And that they might know whether if was true^. 

Most subtilly devise what next to dor 

Set Crawford free, and in good harness then. 

Do quickly put eight hundred chosen men : 

And at a due convenient distance from 

Good, hcmest Crawford, they do ^og him hmne. 

Whom when good Wallace saw, he did exclaim. 

Against his conduct-— said he was to blaaie> 

Wlio did expose himself so much untd 

The cunning notice of the South'ron foe. 

* In sleep this night, by vision L was told, 

' That thou had me unto the South'ron sold/ 
' Sir, that shall be the last thing I'll attempt, 
' My neck has no such itching al^r hemp. 
'Black be their cast, great rogues, to say no mcnre,.. 
' Their generation all I do abhor. 

* Yea, for my country, since I went, away, 

' I did expect my dearest blood shoi:dd pay ; 
' And that I should no doubt a martyr been, 
''And never more the Scotish hero seen. 
' The prison strong and cruel where I lay, , 
'Will testify the truth of what I say. 
'Quickly get up, and take you to the fields^, 
' I greatly fear the ^rogues are at my heels, 
'. I'll give you all th' a^istance that I ca^,. 
' For I myself shall be the twentieth man/ 
The worthy Scots got up with merry speed, . 
Unto their arms^ and were not slack indeed. 
: Then sudd^ly the South'ron all appear, 
Eight hundred men in armqur bright and clear. 
And on their head was Butler that young knight^ , 
To twenty mea a f<HrmidiJ>le sight. . 



SI1& WltLlA>C WAIrlrACE. . f IS 

^IVhen Walbtee saw hk fttiiiniber was && few> 

He from the plains 1^ Eidiock paric withdrew. 

Where he a certain sort rfpass espy'd> 

Which naturally was so well fortafy'd^ 

With great and elose grown lu^lin on «ach lnnd» 

As might ^#ie SdcithSrona'iirst attack wkhdtead. 

Great long tall trees aertrm he then did Uff, 

Then to his «n6n eMra^eously cUdttey ; 

' The wood is thick^ ttW fitne^ in breadth «iid length, ' 

' Had we but meat eiiough> we'd keep^thestarengllk 

* Mean time let us go on wkh heart and faand^ 
' And bravely figitt so long as we ean stand : 

* For our old natrve c&vfitry, Taliaiitly 

* Come let us to it, either daev die^ 

' Before they gain the')Mu»s, Fm mnchiifielifi'd, ' 

' To lay some of their bellies to Rewind.** 

By this young Butler, eoger^keen^ and cronse, ' 

y^ith all his men surrounded CmwfordTs bouse r 

But came too- late, as he hiinse]^ did own. 

He got the nest, but all the birdB w we flown. 

Poor Crawted'i loving wife they seia'd anon> 

And ask'd at her what many the j^sols were ^one. 

She would not tell for boast, nor yet reward. 

Then Butler said> * too long hast thou been spar'd,* 

And caused butld a gtesiX pro^ious fire. 

Then swore an oath, in horrid wrath and ire. 

That he would bwm her quick, flesh, bloo<^ and bene. 

If she conceal'd wbat way the Scots wete gon^/ 

* Pray, hold thy hand/ siud Wallace> ' do^not so, 

* For here I am, I own myseWthy foe. 

' Wouldst thou tonnenit an hoaeist eakelese wife^? 
' Come forth to me, and^ we i^allend the stnfi^; 
' It Mrere great sin to kiU the female Scot, 
' Art thou a Christian ? teK me, yea or not : 
' In all my victories I hcMdecliore, 
' Priests, women, children, always liberate were,* 
When Butkc had good Wallaoe iaiily seen. 
And that he waa^ alone upon the green. 
He threw his face, some ti^ne his lip did bite. 
His bosom swelled with venom and with spite. 
It was no wonder, for to tell you plain, 
Wallace had both hia dud and good sii^slain. 
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The South'ronthen fiercely qiarch'd up at letkgthi 

And Wall|U)e he i*etir'd unto his strength. 

Most hardily ihe English men began^ 

Attacked sore with many a gallant man ; 

But Scot$ witiUn did, make a a<arong defence. 

And Soutlt'ion foes were soon repuls'd from thence. 

Who at first wtry fifteen men had kill'd. 

With English corps the pass was alnioist fiU'd, . 

At which they all retire a little back, . . - 

In order to make another fresh attack^ . 

Wallace beheld, and did distinctly see 

Butler the kni^t divide his men in three. 

' Yon knight,' said he, ' in war is so expert, 

' And has it so engravep^n his heart, 

' That he unto a very, point does know, 

^ Each stratagem and nice punctilio. 

' For by the disposition of his men, 

' I know for certain that he does intend, 

' So soon as he with his fresh men comes baek> 

^ Us in three different places to attack. 

^ A brisk and brave defence then let us make; 

* Dear Longoville thou six with thee shalt take, 
' As many with good Crawford here shall gq^ 

* And fiv^ with me to stop the cruel ioe* 

In three divisions march the English paries, 
Butler's division Wallace nicely marks. 
To the old pass, without all dispute more. 
They march, and do attack it very sore. 
Design'dly Wallace let some South'ron in. 
But to get out the way could never find. 
The first seven men that marched in the firoiit. 
When they got in lookM most confounded blunt. 
Wallace' five each one a fellow slew. 
And Wallace two then bade the seven adieu. 
Butler was next, no farther he. durst pierce. 
But did retire, he saw the Scots so fierce; 
Good Longoville and Crawford fought so sore. 
That time the South'ron sallied them no more. 
By this the stars appeared in their sight; 
Then suddenly approach'd the darksome night. 
Butler the watches set, to supper went. 
But griev'd that he his time had so ill spent. 
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ean time he eats a very plenteous meaJ, j 

f good provisions, bread, and English ale* 

hile the brave Wallace nothing had-at all^ ...' ' 

it Adam's ale, tvhich we cold water call. /.' - 

3t with a cheerful countenance could sajr, : 

IJheer up, my ^ds,- it is not long- to day, ,. 

Vhat tho' we ^U should fa^t one single nightie. 

Ve fast for honour, and for Scotland's right.* 

Thaps our foes that now so fiiUy feed, . : 

> morrow's night shall no more victuals need. ^ 
The Earl YorH, who Pertht with troops did fill, • 
^mmanded Butler to continue still 
; Elchock park, and he would reinforce 
ini with a fresh supply of foot and horse ; 
id that he would himself in person come, 
ith sound of trumpet, and with beat of drum.' 
»urageous York, uppn my word well spoke: , 
as he in earnest, pray, or but in joke, 

> offer such a reinforcement then 
ito eight hundred against twenty men. 
lis sure must add much to his lordship's praise^ 
id blaze his character in after days, 
it Butler fain would hav^ the hero yi^ld, 
jfore that York appear'd upon the field, 
lat he himself might have the praise alone^ 
ianks to you, Butler, forty men to one. 
lien to the park the English knight draws near, 
fid calls on Wallace, asking him ' What cheer ?* 
jrood cheer,' said Wallace, ' you may take my word / 
ben laid his hand upon his awful sword. 
Here is the Wade that still keeps up my heart, 
\nd many a time has made the South'ron smart ; 
liVith many a bloody wound, both wide and deep, 
\nd may do so this day before I sleep.' 
Well/ said the Butler, ' that is not my fear. 
But I would talk a moment with thee here.* 
[llontent,* said Wallace, ' for a little hire, 
[ will not stand to grant thee thy desire.' 
)ost thou not sore repent,' said Butler, now, 
?hat thou my father and good sire slew ?' 
^o,' Wallace said,/ tho' it were thy whole kin, 
''o kill my foes I never thought it sin ; 
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' Come they my way^ lil do the best I ctm, , 

* As God me save^ to kill them every man ; ^ 
' And hope I shall a-good occasioii have 

'With these two hands^to send thee to thy grave.' • 

'gThat is not likely/ said the Botler^ now^ 

' My prisoner I'll mi^ 1^ first I trow. 

' Mean time, what I desire, I pray tiliee grant, 

* And what I promised thou shaknot want' 
'With all my heart/ said Wallace, 'every bit, 
' If safety aiid true honour will permit.' 
Then Butler said^, ' What profit wiH thou reiqp 
' Here to abide, since thou canst not escape ? 

' And since thou seest It m^y not better be, 

' Leave off thy &fiy^ yieki thyself to me-' 

With frowning face, and mighty great disdain. 

The Scoti«h hero did Tdply again : 

' So great a fool I ne^er hope to prove ; 

' I'll yield to none but the great God above. 

* To him each day, twice do I yield and bow, 

' But, little muslWoom knight, pray, what art thou.? 

' Bids yield to thee, ifx all thy haste and heat, 
'^ Faith that is not what I design as yet ; 
'* And tho* we lie but twenty SecKs, what then ? 

* I mock thee much and thy eight hundred men/ 
' To worship God,' says Butler, ' thou dost well, 
/ And to thy Maker twice a-day to kneel ; 

' But dost'tiiou folly and no eonduct-show, 

'When witii tlty mehiJiou art environ'd so, 

' And ck)se surrounded, no way to ge$: out, 

' Thus to debate, though thou i^rt ne'er so stout. 

' Therefore come forth, »id make no more ado, 

' Thou'lt find my counsel wholesome word» and true/ 

With great disdain, Wallace he smil'd and leugh ; 

-And answ'ring said, ' Sir, you have talk'd enough ; 

' For tho' all England had the contrah* sworn, 

* rU cut my passage through you once the m<»n ; 

* Or else this night, believe me what I say, 
' 'This shall be done before nine of the day/ 
Butler was care^l then when it grew dark. 
To plant his watchea all around ^fett pfErk. , 
There Wallace staid noways alarm'd or fewr'd> 
^ntil the twinkling morning star appear'd. 
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A. rooky mist fell down at break of day^ 
'X'hen thought he fit to make the beet o's way. 
Who^ when he had ma4e strict search round about^ 
Found a convenient place^ and then broke out. 
Then hasten'd to the place where Butler lay> 
-And round aboi^ hvpa. did great numbers slay. 
^f est nobly fought each gallant worthy Scot^ 
£ut Crawford he was wounded on the spot^ 
^Vnhom in a moment Wallace did rescue : 
^hen at one stroke he the bold Butler slew ; 
Crot Crawford up into his arms ere long^ 
^nd bravely did defend him in the throng '; 
^bout him made great room where he did standi 
.And cut five South'ron down with his own hand. 
Sore Crawford out> in spite of all Were round, 
^ine acres breadth, before he set him down. 
The South'ron finding Butler to be dead, 
^nd thirty more for which was no remead, 
Do view the corps, what could the men dp more } 
J^nd then condole their loss exceeding sore. 
"Wallace by this was quite out of their sight. 
The mist had so eclipsed all the light ; 
At which he smil'd, and said to Longovill^, 
^ Upon my word this mist assists us weel. 
* Then let us quickly march to Methven wood> 
' Where we shall get provisions very good, 
' We fasted have so long> in truth, I trow, 
'Its almost time we had our breakfast now.* 
But by the time they had got to the height. 
The sun displayed his beams and radiant light> 
By which they did perceive immediately. 
Thirty and four men in a company. 
Then said gocid Wallace, ' Be they friend or foe, 
' We'll meet th^m since their number is no moe*' 
When they approach'd, a noble knight it was. 
And a true trusty friend. Sir Hugh Dundas : 
With him a prudent knight, brave Sir John Scot, 
Who in Stratherne was then a man of note. 
And with Dundas's sister led his life, 
A virtuous lady, an3 a loving wife. 
' They and their men the road were passing oii> 
To pay their fewty to the South'ron ; 

K 
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Because the lord of Brechin's strict command^ 
Had forced them basely thus to hold their land* 
"Who when they saw that it was VfsXLace wights 
Gave thanks to God for that bly the welcome sight ; 
Glad of the succour he had sent ^em there^ 
To Methven wood with joyful hearts J^>^. 
Where they refreshed themselves to tKeir 6wn mind^ 
With such provisions as they there coi^d find. 
Then were they hearty^ clever, brave, and tight. 
And unto Bimam wood march'd all that night. 
There they with Ruthven met in a short ^ace. 
Who long had liv'd an outlaw in that place : 
From thence they march, and unto Athol go. 
Where eatables were scarce, and friends alm>. 
Then pass to Lorn, as little found they there ; 
Of wild and tame, that land was striped bare. 
Wherefore they most religiously anon. 
Address the heavens, and make a piteous moan. 
Good Sir John Scot said, ^ He would rather die^ 
' And starve with hunger, than with infamy 
' To live a rogue, or let himself be bound 

* A slavish subject to King Edward's crown.' 
Wallace his own distress with patience bore. 
But for the rest he groan'd and grieved sore. 
^ Of all this want,* said he, ' I am the cause, 

* Yet since it is for Scotland's right and laws, 

* That thus we suffa* by tiie divine will, 

^ Let none of us once grudge, or take it ill. 
' For he that made us by his mighty pow'r, 

* Can fed us by his providence Via sore, 

' With him is neither found deceit or guile. 
^ Stay here till I remove a little while, 
' In a short space I shall return again. 
^ Then walk'd he o'er a hill unto the plain^ 
' Where jn a forest, underneath an oak, 
' He sat him down with spirit almost broke. 
' His sword and bow he leaned to a tr^e, 
' In anguish great, then on his face fell he. 

* Ah wretch !' said he, ' That ne'er could be content, 
' With all the wealth that God unto thee sent : 

* The lordships great, long since to thee assign'd, 
' Could never please thy fierce imstable mind; 
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*" Thy wilful will ta make thy nation free, 

*" Thro* God's permission's brought this woe to thee : 

*■ For worthier by fax than ever I, 

^ With hunger now are like to starve and die. 

•" O God, I pray, relieve them of their pain, 

* And let not this pjy prayers be in vain.' 

Then after sighs and meditations deep. 

He slumber'd softly, and did fall asleep. 

Five bloody rascals, boldly, with one breath, 

Had bound themselves under the pain of death. 
To take the Wallace wight, dead or alive. 
Which prov'd their ruin, for old Niek did drive. 
Three of the base assassins English were, 
Scotish vile villains were the other pair. 
Three days before, they travell'd had about. 
Like bloody hounds to find the hero out. 
With them a boy that us'd to carry meat. 
Among the hills and rocky mountains great. 
When Wallace did retire from his brave men. 
The rogues most privately were lurking then ; 
Saw his departure, dogg'd him in his way. 
And knew the place exactly where he lay ; 
In covert of the rocks they pass and peep. 
And plainly did perceive him fall asleep. ' 

Near to his person then the rogues approach. 
Thinking they had him fast within their latch. 
And then the bloody hounds put it to vote. 
To take alive, or kill him on the spot. 
One said, could we get him but safe to Perth, 
It were our greatest honour upon earth. 
His sword and bow no safety more affords. 
Then let us tie and bind him fast with cords. 
This we may do, I'm sure at our own will. 
And lead him by the backside of yon hill ; 
So that his men shall nothing thereof know. 
Content, said they, then all to work they go ; 
And thought thro* force him prisoner to make. 
But brought-to-bed soon of a grand mistake : 
For when they gripp'd him, a ^our face he made, 
' What is the matter, then, he boldly said }' 
About he tum'd him, out his arms he thftw. 
And with his fiats made them both black and blue^ 
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The fiercest and the stoutest man took he^ 

And.dash'd his brains all out against a tree« 

Then with unparalleled strength aroae^ 

In spite of his four other bloody foes. 

And boldly seized the dead fellow's sword. 

Wherewith he made sound pajrment, on my word ; 

Another South'ron, at a single stroke. 

He hewed down before he left the oak. 

The other three fought, but full soon were glad. 

To take them to their heels, and so they fled. 

But to escape, they all in vain did strive. 

None could do so on fbot from him alive. 

Then following fast, dieir nimble speed he try'd. 

Gave them their mortal wound whereof they dy'd. 

As he returned from the rogues with joy. 

He met with, and said to the servant boy, 

* What dost thou liere V who, with a pale dead &cc^ 
Fell on his knees, and humbly asked grace. 

' I little have to do indeed/ said he, 

' I lately hired was for meat and fee, 

' With yon five men, had I known thar design, 

' Such service ne'er had enter'd in my mind.' 

* What's that thou carriest, boy ?' ' Sir, it is meat^^ 
' Then come along with me, it's time to eat. 

' Meat at this time is better far than gold, 

* It's worth at present cannot well be told.* 
Then with a cheerful merry heart, and glad. 
Went to his men, who all were quickly fed. 
With good roaSit-meat, plenty of bread and cheese). 
And did their strength recover by degrees. 
Thus fifty-four refresh'd were, who before 

Had fasted full three days, and somewhat more* 

O mighty miracle to see (God knows) 
A sleeping man surrounded by his foes, 
Lie open to tlieir fury on the field ; 
All weai>onless, no helmet, sword, or shield. 
Exposed thus unto their barb'rous will. 
And yet for all their wrath no power to kill. 
Fifty and four, with hunger almost starv'd. 
And yet from sword and famine both preserv'd. . 
When all had fully eat and drank also, 
' Hqw came thi§ meat,' said they,/ Pray let us know. 
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There^ where the bloody rogues all dead did lie^ 
He led them^ uid disclos'd the mystery. 

* Fy, Sir/ ' said they, \ A chieftain should beware, 

* Anbd not expose himself by half so far/ 
To which he answer'd in a merry mood^ - 

* No matter since the success has been good.' 
' But now,' said he, ' Let us consider soon, 

* What is the proper thing next to be done . 

* Since we are blest with such deliv'rance great, 
' From starving himger in our pinching strait ; 
\ And I from the deceitful bloody foe : 

' Let's thank good fate, and to the lowlands ^. 

* Mean time, pray, little boy, dost thou know where 

* We'll get provisions till we once come there ?' 
To which he meekly answered again, 

' No, Sir, until we come to Rannach plain ; 
^ There with that lord great plenty you shall find^^ 
' He serves King Edward, tho' against his mind.' 
' Then I'll be guide,' said Wallace, ' To the shell, 
' I know the place myself exactly well.' 
Thro' that wild land he led them brave and right. 
And to the Rannach brought Uiem safe at night. 
Where they the watch did seize that was a Scot, 
On which account they spar'd, and kiU'd him not.- 
Who told them the condition of the place, 
Wliich they commanded in a little space. 
The gate they won, for castle they had none. 
But a thick mud wall without slime or stone ; 
Wallace in haste struck up the chamber door,. 
Made it in pieces lie upon the floor. 
Then all in fear from sleep start suddenly. 
The lord gets up, and does for mercy cry. 
But when he knew it was Wallace wight. 
Most heartly he thank'd the God of might. 

* I was a true man all my life, until ^ 

* I vanquish'd was by South'ron 'gainst my will. 
^ All Scots we are that now before you stand, 

' And ready to obey what you command. 
< Since for this land so great things you have don6> 
' What Scots man dare hold his £Eice to the sun^ 
' And yet resist you in so good a cause, 
' Defending of our liberty and laws ? 

3 
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' If any oAe be found that is so bad^ 
' I'm very sure that fellow's w6rse than mad.*^* 
Then tail did promise with uplifted, hands^ 
Most frankly to obey his just commands^ 
And the more fully to confirm the thing. 
Did swear allegiance to their righteous king. 
Then merrily went all to meat> I trow ; 
No wonder, for the case was alt«r'd now. 
This lord with mighty pleasure also told. 
He had three sons, all valiant stout and bold. 
And twenty of his own near kinsmen more. 
As good as ever sword or target bore : 
Heady to serve him both with heart and hand. 
Toy the true honour of their king and land. 
To heaven, then Wallace turning up his eye, 
' I thank thee, O my God, for this supply/ 
Then did they pass the day as seemed best. 
At night set watches, and went all to rest : 
But on the morrow, when the day did peep,^ 
Wallace arose fully refreshed witli sleep ; 
And to the iields took, all his men at lengtli. 
To know what was his perfect real strength. 
There did -he muster all his little force. 
And thanked God that matters were not worse. ^^ 
Then to his men lie cliampion like did say, 
' The royal banner let us now display, 

* For under it most faithfully we'll fight, 

' In the defence of brave old Scotland's right, 

* Ourselves no Jonger w^e'll abscond and hide, 

* Friends will flock to us now on every side.' 
They took such horses as they there could find. 
Then to Dunkell march'd all with cheerful mind. 

"The English bislK)p to St. Johnstoun hastes, 

Wallace was none of his beloved guests : 

The Scots soon took the place, and in a word. 

Put all the South'itn quickly to the sword. 

On good provisions then did nobly fare. 

Which the Lord Bishop for himself brought ther^.. 

Silver and gold, fine jewels there they gtot, 

AH that their heart could wish they wanted not. 

Five days rejoicing merrily they spent. 

And on the si^^th Wallace to council went.^ 
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' We have not men enough/ said he, ^ You know, 
'■ Perth to invest, therefore we'll northward go/ 

* In Ross our friends have made a strength I'm told,. 
' Hear they of us, they'll come like warriors bold : ' 

* Good Bishop Sinclair i^ in Bute also, i 

* Who, when he hears the news, will not be slow i i 
' To come and take his fate with cheerful heart, > * 

* He never yet did fail to act his part. ; 

' The westland men, when- wam'd, we'll get them alt 1 \ 

' I never yet did know them sit my call; [ ■\ 

' For like brave men, this region they tln*oughout, 

' Have been with me at many a bloody bout.' 

The council then with one voice did conclude. 

As he propos'd, for all was very good. 

They mount their horses, march without dday. 

The English men kept all out of their way ; 

Those that possessed the strengths staid within doorsv 

The rest 'of them crept close in holes and bores; 

For all began to flee and scatter, from 

The very time they heard he was come home. 

Then with an army strong, the Scots at last. 

Most awfully thro' all the kingdom past. 

Strengths were if|€ferted by the South'ron then. 

And soon possessed by the Scotish men ; 

Who in good order nt/#', as could be seen. 

Seven thousand strong march all to Aberdeen. 

But frighted South'ron posts away in haste, ' 

And leave the town all desolate and waste; 

In all the land left nothing more or less ; [ 

Lord Beaumont took the sea at Buchanness. \ 

Clement, the knight of Ross, appeared then> \ 

With a brave company of gallant men. ; 

Took in the house of Nairn, with that brave core, r 

The South'ron captain slew, and many more. 

From Buchan and from Murray came anon. 

Numbers of Scots in quest of BeaHmont gone. 

Who missing him to Wallace march on sight, / ' 

'Mongst whom was Sir John Ramsay, that brave knight; : I 

Whom when he saw, with many others there, [ 

That long ago his bold companions were ; i 

How pleas'd he was, I scarcely can descrive, ^ 

But thought himself the happiest mm alive. . 
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Thus he the northern parts recover*d> and 
Made* good men judges over all that land. 
When this was done^ that no time might be lost, 
March'd ta SL Johnstoun straight with all his host. 



CHAP. V. 
The Siege of SL JohnHmm^ 

\V ALUtcs the town does here besiege, in short. 
And keeps- a sturdy guard at ev'ry port; 
Where Bishop Sinclair came to him on sight. 
With clever lads from Bute, all young and tight^ 
Lindsay and Boyd, who did him ne'^ beguile. 
From Arran came, and from the Rauchry isle ; 
As did the baron bold of great renown. 
Brave Ailam Wallace, then of Bichardtown* 
In all the road no enemy durst be. 
Some fled away by land, and some by sea. 
Seatown and Lauder, and good Lundie now. 
Came in a barge to his assistance too : 
And in the haven did the anchor cast. 
Where they two English sh^)s secured, ^t. 
The one they burnt, the other load'ned well. 
With warlike stores, and sturdy men in steel. 
To watch the port they strictly were oblig'd^ 
That men nor victuals pass to the besieg'd ; 
From south to north, the flying South'ron mourn. 
Some left their wives in pledge they would return. 
The South*ron bishop that fled from Dunkell, 
To London rode, and told all that befell, 
Edward he sends for Aymer Vallance now. 
And asks at him what he thought best to do. 
Who, like a traitor, answered arid said, 

* Doubtless he by a friend must be betray'd ; 

* Or by some of his own companions sold, 

' Who have best liking to the English gold, 
' For which I shall raiyself to Scotland go, 

* And try the treason, whether yea or no.* 
King Edward therefore sign'd to him a band. 
That be would ratify and firmly stand, 
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To whatsoever bargain he would make : 
■Thus Vallance does the treason undertake* 
To Scotland comes, at Both well did arrive. 
To execute the plot he did contrive. 
Unto Sir John >f onteith express did send. 
To come and speak with him at Rutherglcnf 
Who, when he canfe, disclosed all his. mind. 
And laid before Sir John the whole design. 
I know,' said he, * That you no stranger arl^ 
Unto tlie- news of this new bloody war. 
Which, if it be not soon put to a stand. 
Will prove destructive to our native land : 
Nothing but blood and rapine we can see. 
Which will our great misfortune always be,. 
So long as Wallace lives, who late and air. 
Insults King Edward boldly every where* 
The country thus harassed on every hand. 
There's neither trade nor culture in our land".. 
Now, good Sir John, if you'll advised be. 
To take a wholesome counsel once from me. 
It's in your pow'r to be an earl now. 
And to do service to your country too ;, 
I know you are for certain one of those. 
In whora^ Sir William Wallace does repose. 
Great trust and confidence in each respect ; 
O would thou then but grip him by the neck I 
As lords and earls we might live and reign. 
Under King Edward, our most gracious king** 
Fy,' said Monteith, ' It were a mighty shame ! 
Yea, you and I, shall both be much to blame. 
If we betray a man, who late and soon. 
To king and country hath such service done. 
He's of our nation, and our forces all. 
Both Governor and Captain General. 
For my part, I declare, come well or woe, 
I'll never condescend to treat him so.' 
Vallance reply'd> ^ If you but understood. 
How great a shedder he's of Christian blood. 
You would not plead for him so much, I'm sure,. 
But rather contribute to break his power; ' 
* Besides, the king, could he but end the strife, 
^ Has no design to take away his life :. 



x 






226 THE HISTOJIT 07 

' But to confine him^ so as make him cease 

' From war, and not disturb the common peace/ 

This put Monteith into a little standi 

Who wish'd that Wallace were hi Edward's handj 

Providing always he his life would spare. 

And make all good that Vallance promis'd there. 

Wlien Vallance saw Monteith thus in a muse. 

Most cunningly hi» little time did use. 

Then in a moment down he quickly told 

Three thousand pounds of finest English gold. 

* This you shall have, and Lennox at your will, 

' If you the king's desire will now fulfil.' 

Then he who was brave Wallace' friend before. 

The strong temptation could rejsist no more : 

But did resign his honour and himself. 

To act the treason for the love of pelf ; 

Receiv'd the gold, and then was strictly bound, 

Tp carry Wallace safe to English ground ; 

And there to put him in the South'ron's hand> 

For which he should be lord of Lennox land. 

This Vallance promis'd to him without fail, 

Sign'd and confirm'd it with King Edward's seal. 

Thus part the villains, Wallace' mortal foes. 

And Aymer Vallance straight to London goes. 

The cursed tidings he did quickly bring. 

Of his good success to the English king. 

The contract shows, told every tiling that pass'd. 

And did obtain his gracious thanks at last 

Which melancholy story makes me mourn. 

But to St. Johnstoun siege I now return. 

Where Wallace lay besieging all that time. 

Not dreaming of Xhe treasonable crime. 

Mean time, five hundred South'ron, bold and stout, 

Early one morning briskly sally out. 

At the South port, against Dundas and Scot, 

Where they got a reception mighty hot. 

The English fought it for a while, but then. 

Ketir'd with no less loss than fourscore men. 

Yet though they were at this time soundly beat. 

They took the knight Dundas in the retreat. 

Presented him before the Earl York, 

Which put an end unto that morning's work. 
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The knight Diuidaid nothing at adl did find^ 
But what was civil and exceeding kind. 
The Earl York, 6o merciful was he. 
Most generously dismissed and set him ^ee. 
For which the grateful Wallace^ by aad^, 
Retum'd him hearty thanks laQtt courteously. 
Assuring him upon his iMmour that 
He would his kindness soon ret/Mate, 
The Earl now of Fife, who IukI a truce 
With Edward, but an hcmest hea»t to Bruce : 
Perceiving Wallace, like a &zthfui liege. 
To carry on the war, came to ^e siege. 
With him John Vallanoe, who was sheriff tlien 
Of Fife, and a brave tiain of goodly mea. 
Into the ditch faggots put irery fast,* 
Around the stakes, heather and hay they oast ; 
With trees and earth they made a passage clear. 
Then o'er the waUs do march quite void of fear. 
The South'r€)n they Imskly resist again. 
While at the wall a thousand men were skin. 
Courageously Wallace his men leads on. 
And hew'd down all before him ev'ry bone. 
Of South'ron foes did dread&d havodk make. 
But sav'd the Earl for Dundas's sake. 
In wax a lion on his doak did set, 
Asa safe conduct, when with Scots he met. 
Gold in abimdance there he toki him down. 
And safely caus'd convoy him out of town. 
Women and children freely he let pass. 
As still before his g&a^'nms custom was ; 
Then all the country liv*d in peace and rest. 
And with true Scots the town was re-possest. 
Thus having vanquished his proud Sou^'ron foes^ 
With cheerful hemrt straight to the south he goes. 
Edward the Bruce, who had in Ireland been 
The year before, is now in Scotland seen. 
With fifty of his mother's noble kin ; 
Attacks Kirkcudbright, boldly enters in. 
And with those fifty, for he had no more. 
Most gallantly he vanquished nine score. 
To Wigtoun next he and his men are gone. 
The castle took, for it was left alone : 
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Where Wallace and his men did not neglect 
I To meet him with aH hmnble due respect. 

Unto Lochmahane^ then most cheerfully. 
Marched that brave and gallant company* 
I Where Wallace like a true and faithful Scot, 

, ' Resign'd command to Edward, and whv not. 

And promis'd that if Robert Bruce the king 
I Did not come home in person for to reign. 

He should in that case certainly and soon. 
Have the imperial ancient Scotish crown. 
Prince Edwurd in Lochmabane tarry'd still. 
And Wallace went to Cumnock with good wilL 
Then with his friends he met at the Black Bog, 
And with them drank a blyth and merry cog, 
I Unto King Edward news came reeking hot, 

' Of all the victories that Wallace got, 

I And how he Scotland did again reduce. 

And that he had received Edward Bruce. 
The English commons deeply swore and 8aid> 
That Scotland they would never more Invade, 
For that it was great madness to go there. 
If the Scots champion Wallace living were. 
Then to Monteith, Edward wrote privily. 
Told him the time was now fast passing by. 

* Despatch,' said he, ' the thing you took in hand, 

* For which you have my gold> and I your band.' 
The false Monteith read o'er the letter all. 
And then in haste his sister's son did call, 

^ To whom the plot he did discover all, 

/ And made him swear he would not it reveal. 

* On Wallace wait,' said he, * and frankly tell, 
I * You would with him as a domestic dwell ; 

* Which if he grant, you must be very sure, 

* To watch. him nicely and the very hour, 

* * When all alone securely taking rest, 

1 * Give me a call, and then I'll do my best.* 

The villain promis'd that it should be done. 

* Then gets himself in Wallace' service soon. 
But the brave Wallace never had a thought 

Of what the false Monteith against him wrought. 
I And he who now had Scotland thrice set free. 

Nothing design'd but lasting peace to be ; 
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Itot much latig^'d with a loiig tedious war^ 
He thought it more eligible by far, 
To serve God and his .kipg in his old days. 
That he in heaven m%ht sing et^exnal praise^ 



CHAP. VI. 

ttotv Wallace was h^ayed ba Sir John Manteithj, 
carried to England, and martyred there, 

1 HAT Wallace' foes might him, no mdre traduce) 
Jop quickly is des|»4i;fcch'd aWay to Bruce, 
Most eamesdy heseechioig W'd fiome down 
To Scotland, and receive the aacieiat crowsi. 
Since there was none that new durst him o|^o8e^ ' 
klav^^ subdued all his South'ron £368. 
\yhen Jop*8 credeBtiak Bruce had fully i!ead. 
His heart exulted, luntd was mighty glad ; 
With his bwn hand he had^ to Walteoe wi^^ste. 
And thank'd the hero for a loyal Scot; 
Intreating him the eiatter to conceal. 
And quiddy he woijdd out '<^ England steaL 

* To meet me then/ ^d Bruce, * he very sure, 
' The first of July next on G^asgovir tikiur. 

' And let your company be very few, 

* For I shall have J^t a ^Sfnall retuaue/ 

Which when ,goiod WaUaee read, h(l3rthe was his thoughty. 
And all his household then ito OLasgow Inrotight. 
That month he ord^'d them there to Hit, ^ 

Kierly he took with him each might to Ti^e, 
And the young man that false Moi»teitli4i^ aent^ 
None but those two knew what Way WaUaee went* 
The vile youi!^ vilhuiiX, on the eighteenth njgjhi^ 
Warned Monteith, wha ^xty n^en 4>n H^E^:it; 
Caus'd mount thai weve his own near iidnsmeu boiti^ 
And deeply all unto the treason sworn ; 
Who from ]!)unbArtoa laardi, fy on them fy I 
And near to Gasgow town hirk privily. 
A cunning spy out as a watch they jsent. 
To notice and ohs^ve where Watiafie went* 
Rarbreston it was neaar to Uie way iside^ 
And but one house wheiie he us'd ito l^Ade* 
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There walk'd on foot till midnight it was past ; 

Kierly and he lay down to sleep at last. 

Cliarg'd the young i*ogue> from whom no harm he fear'd 

To waken hnai if any man appeared. 

But as he soundly slept, the traitor bold. 

His uncle met, and like a villain told. 

That now it was the only golden time 

For him to-perpetrate the wicked crime ; 

Then all the cursed vile barbarian crew> 

Surround the house, and honest Kierly slew. 

The ruffian servant, he to wm'k does fi^l. 

Steals Wallace' sword, his dagger, bow, and all. 

To bind him then with cords, the barb'rous bykt. 

Surround the hero ; but he, Samson-like, 

Got to Jiis feet, finding no other tool. 

Broke one rogue's back with a strong wooden stool ; 

And at a second blow^ with little pains. 

Beat out another fouty rascal's brains. 

As many asupon him hands could lay] 

By force do think to carry him away. 

On foot alive ; but that prov'd all in vain. 

He on the spot choos'd rather to be slain. 

At which the false Montekh his silence broke. 

And subtilly thus unto Wallace spoke. 

' So long you have continu'd here alone, 

* That notice is unto the South'ron gone ; - 

*■ Mlio have beset this house all round about, 
' That by«o means at all you can get out. 

* With the Lord Clifford, who doth here command> 

* And with his party at the door doth stand, 

* I spok«n have who promises your life 

' Shall be most safe, if you'll give o*er your strife : 
' That to J>unbarton you shall with me pass, 
' And be as safe at home as e*er you was ; 
' You likewise see that wie no weapons have, 
' We came in mighty haste your life to save.* 
Wallace believing he would do no wrong 
To him, who had his gossip been so long, 
Made the Monteith to swear he would fidfil 
What he had promis'd, then came in his will. 
' As prisoner, the South'ron must you see, 
^ Or else by force they^ll take you. Sir, from me/ 
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2Said false Monteith^ then slily on his hands^ 
TThey slipped cunning and most cruel bands. 
"Which underneath^ with sicker cords they drew ; 
-Alas ! the Bruce that binding sore may rue. 
jFor Scotland's ruin quickly came about^. 
Occasioned by the loss of Wallace stout. . 
Oho ! when led out, little or notliing 8aid>, 
But missing Kierly^knew he was betrayed. . 
Then was he carry 'd south o'er Sol way sands^ 
And left in Vallance and Lord ClifTord's hands. 
To Carlisle prison with him they do scour. 
Which to this day is called Wallace' tower. 
Some writers please to say, but that's not sounds . 
That Wallace martyr'd was in Berwick town ; 
That could not be, I'm very sure, for then 
It was possest by brave bold Scgtish men. 
For which the traitors went not by the Merse, 
Nor durst they march thro' Berwick for their arse# 
Scotland, alas ! to whom wilt thou complain ! 
From tears, alas ! how canst thou now refrain ! 
Since thy best help is falsely brought to ground,. - 
And chieftain bold in cruel fetters bound : 
Oh ! who will thee defend in thy true right. 
Or like brave Wallace ever shine so bright ? 
Thy grief and anguisli now approacheth fast. 
Thou shalt in sorrow soon be left at last ; 
Thy general, and noble governor. 
Is too, too nigh his last and &tal hour. 
Who shall defend thee now, and make thee free ? 
Alas 1 in war, who shall thy leader be ! 
Who shall the now rescue from Saxon rage. 
And who their wrath and fury can assuage ? 
I say no more, but beg God of his grace, 
May thee in haste restore to wealth and peace : 
Brave Wallace now shall govern thee no more. 
Who to thy rights restor'd thee thrice before. 
*Mongst Wallace* knen, at Glasgow where they lay. 
Great sorrow was when they found him away. 
Unto Lochmabane LongqviUe did pass. 
In mighty haste, where good Prince Edward w*as; 
There he in greatest grief, and sorrow swore, 
2^e. never WQuld depart from Scotland more : 
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Nor yet his native land of France would see^ - 
On Wallace' foe, till he aveng*d should be. 
Thus did that night in Scotlioid still remain^ 
Until the Bruce returned home again. 
Was with the king when he St Jc^nstoun took> 
The second man that enter'd, says the bode 
With charter'd lands was gifted by the king. 
From whom the charters ever since do spring, 
Robert the Brace came home on the third day. 
To Scotland, after Wallace was away : 
And at Lochmabane with good Edward met^ ' 
Where he the news of Waflace soon did get : 
At which was so exceeding griev'd and sad. 
He almost lost his wits, was next to mad. 

* Hold, brother,' Edward said, ' by all that's good, 
' If we him lose we shall revenge his blood r 

* It's for your cause he's now to England led, 

' In your defence Scotland he thrice hath fireed ^ 
' And had he not a faithful subject been, 
' The ancient kingdom we had never seen. 
' Remember, when he ofer'd was the crown, 

* How he refus'di a«d knock'd the project downi. 

* And now the traitor that him basely sold, 

' From you he thinks Dunbarton for tjo hold.' 
Unto Dalswintoun Edward order'd was. 
With men in arms next day in haste to pass. 
And if he chanc'd to find ^e Cui^ming there. 
That by no means. his life he then, should spate^ 
Finding him not, they all return in peace : 
The king hereafter kilFd him in Dumfries. 
How that was done is needless to be shown. 
Since perfectly to ev'ry man 'tis kno'ffn. 

First to the king came Douglas, that brave knight^ 
In all his wars who worthy was and wight ; 
Nor need I tell how Bruce did take the crown. 
And how Lord Soules deliver'd Berwick town • 
Galloway lost, how John of Lorn arose 
Against the king, with many other foes. 
Now Brechin bold against the king did ride. 
With wjiom few honest Scots men did abide. 
And how the north was given from the king. 
Which made him long in painful war to reign. 
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But BougW Still hi» loyalty did 8hew> 
And to the king was steadfast^ firm^ and true, 
s A better chieftain Bruce had never one, . , 

Save Wallace, who^s without comparison. 
Yet of the Douglas' mcMre goc^ knights have beeii> 
Than in one house vras e>r in Scotland seen; 
As Bruce's book doth plainly testify. 
By Mr. Barbour written faithi^ly. 

With Clifford now, Wallace to Lcmdon goe8> 
A prisoner among his mortal fobs ^ 
Then in a prison strong clapt up was he, * 

Whose dismal hour King Edward long'd to see, 
Wallace about him, from his childhood, kept. 
Where'er he went, whether he walk'd or sleptj 
A psalter bo6k, where he beseeeh'd a knight. 
Lord Clifford, might be brought unto his si^t* 
Which done, he caus'd a priest upon the place. 
To hold it open straight before his face. 
On which he look'd, sometimes his eyes up cast,^ 
Religiously unto his very^ last. 
Then quickly came the executions, wlio 
Gave him the fatal^nd the mortal blow. 
Thus, in defence, that hero ends his days. 
Of Scotland's ri^t to his immortal praise ; 
Whose valiant acts were all recorded fair. 
Written in Latin by the famous Blair ; 
Who at that time the champion did attend^ 
Was an eye witness, and his chaplain then. 
And after that, Jts history does tell, 
Confirrad by Sinclair, bishop of Dunkell; 
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Jnvidii mors trisii GaUtlmumfunere Fallum'. 

Qu(B cuncta tollit, stutruUU. 
Et tanto pro cive, cinis projtnibus, urna est 

Frigusque pro lorica obit, 
llle quidam terras locase inf^ora reliquit. 

At fatafactis supprimens : 
Partes jut meliore solum coelumque ; pererrat. 

Hoc spiritu, illud gloria 
At tihi si inscriptum generoso pestus honestOt 

Fuisset hostes proditi 
Artihus Angle tuts in ptsnaS in parlior esses, 

Nee opidatum spargeres ; . 

Membra viri sacranda witftis, sed sdu, quid in ista 

Immanitate viceris 
Ut Folia in ounctus oras sparganiur ^ horas, 

Lat^des tuurnqiie dedecus. 



The Author of the History of the Douglasses hath 
translated the preceding Verses thus i 

Envious deaths who ruins all. 
Hath wrought the sad lamented fall 
Of Wallace, apd no more remains- ' 
Of him, thaji what an urn contains. 
We asl\es for our hero have. 
He, for hi&..annour, a cold grave ; 
^ He left the earth, too low a state. 
And by his acts o'erc^ame. hi§ fate. , 
His soul death hath no power to kilU, 
His noble deeds the world fill. 
With lasting trophies of his name. \ 

O ! hadst thou virtue lov'd or fame. 
Thou couldst not h^ye insulted so. 
Over a brave betrayed foe, 
Edward! nor seen these liinbs expos'd' 
To public shame, fit to be dos'd 
As relics in an holy shrine ; 
But now the infamy is thme. 
His end crowns him with glorious baySj,^ 
And stajns the brightest of thy praise. 
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